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A “Philosophical ‘Biography

In this beautifully written account, Julian Young provides the most comprehensive bio-
graphy available today of the life and philosophy of the nineteenth-century German philos-
opher Friedrich Nietzsche. Young deals with the many puzzles created by the conjunction
of Nietzsche’s personal history and his work: why the son of a Lutheran pastor developed
into the self-styled “Antichrist”; why this archetypical Prussian came to loathe Bismarck’s
Prussia; and why this enemy of feminism preferred the company of feminist women. Set-
ting Nietzsche’s thought in the context of his times — the rise of Prussian militarism, anti-
Semitism, Darwinian science, the “Youth” and emancipationist movements, as well as the
“death of God” — Young emphasizes the decisive influence of Plato and of Richard Wagner
on Nietzsche’s attempt to reform Western culture. He also describes the devastating effect
on Nietzsche’s personality of his unhappy love for Lou Salomé and attempts to understand
why, at the age of forty-four, he went mad.

This book includes a selection of more than thirty photographs of Nietzsche, his friends,
and his work sites. Seventeen of the philosopher’s musical compositions, which are key to
a deeper understanding of his intellectual project, are available online.

Educated at Cambridge University and the University of Pittsburgh, Julian Young is Kenan
Professor of Humanities at Wake Forest University, Professor of Philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Auckland, and Honorary Research Professor at the University of Tasmania. A
scholar of nineteenth- and twentieth-century German philosophy, he is the author of nine
books, most recently Nietzsche’s Philosophy of Religion, and has been invited to speak at uni-
versities and conferences throughout the world.
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Note

Chapters and sections with headings in italics discuss Nietzsche’s works. The
remainder discuss his life. There are thus three ways of reading this book. One
can read about Nietzsche’s life, about his works, or, best of all, about both his life
and his works.

Seventeen of Nietzsche’s musical compositions, together with a com-
mentary, are available on the book’s Web site, http://www.cambridge.org/

9780521871174.
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1. Karl Ludwig Nietzsche (Nietzsche’s 2. Franziska Nietzsche (Nietzsche’s mother)
father). aged about 25.

3. 'The vicarage in R6cken, where Nietzsche was born, with his father’s church behind.
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5. Nietzsche, aged 17. 6. Friedrich Ritschl, Nietzsche’s beloved
professor in Leipzig.
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7. Paul Deussen, aged about 19. 8. Nietzsche, aged 24, at the time of his
military service.
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9. Arthur Schopenhauer, the ‘heavenly pic-  10. Franz Overbeck.
ture of our master’ by Jules Luntenschitz.
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11. The Wagner’s house at Tribschen, Lucerne.
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12. Richard and Cosima Wagner in May 1872, the time of their transfer to Bayreuth.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521871174
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-87117-4 - Friedrich Nietzsche: A Philosophical Biography
Julian Young

Frontmatter

More information

13. Nietzsche with his friends Erwin Rohde (on left) and Carl von Gersdorff, October
1871.
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Here where my WAHNFRIED Name this
delusions found house.
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16. Malwida von Meysenbug. 17. Elizabeth Forster-Nietzsche (Nietz-

sche’s sister), aged about 30.
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18. Paul Rée.

19. Heinrich Koselitz (‘Peter Gast').
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20. Mathilde Trampedach.

21. The Durisch house in Sils Maria. Nietzsche’s room top right, at the back.
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22. Nietzsche’s room in the Durisch house.
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23. The ‘mighty pyramidal block of stone’ by Lake Silverplana where the thought of
‘eternal return’ first came to Nietzsche.

24. Lou Salomé in 1882, the year of the !
‘Salomé affair’.
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25. “You are going to women? Then don’t forget the whip’.
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26. Memorial to Nietzsche on Chasté peninsula, with quotation from Zarathustra’s
‘Intoxicated Song’. Erected in 1900 by Carl Fuchs and Walther Lampe.

27. Resa von Schirnhofer. 28. Meta von Salis-Marschlins.
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30. The Nietzsche Archive, formerly Villa Silberblick, Weimar.
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31. Nietzsche in May 1899, shortly before his death.

32. Elizabeth Forster-Nietzsche and Chancellor Adolf Hitler.
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