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A Greek Army on the March is a social and cultural history of
the Cyreans, the classical Greek mercenary soldiers depicted in
Xenophon’s Anabasis. While historians have traditionally viewed the
Cyrean army as a single political community, this book reveals that the
soldiers’ lives were largely defined by a pair of smaller social commu-
nities: the formal unit organization of the /ochos (‘company’) and the
informal comradeship of the suskenia (‘mess group’). Drawing on an
extensive array of ancient literary and archaeological evidence, along
with perspectives from military sociology and modern war studies, the
book provides a comprehensive portrait of the Cyreans’ experience. It
examines the environmental conditions of the campaign, ethnic and
economic relations amongst the soldiers, the role of camp followers,
and the practicalities of daily survival on the march. Anyone interested
in ancient Greek warfare or in Xenophon’s Anabasis will want to read

this book.
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Preface

This book is about an army of Greek mercenaries who marched into
Mesopotamia twenty-five centuries ago. Their objective was the fabled city
of Babylon, but they never got there. In the spring of 2006, a former student
of mine, once a history major and now a US Army captain, returned to
campus to say hello after spending a year in Iraq with an infantry company.
Ever the historian, he had wrangled a visit to the ruins of Babylon, and
proudly showed me photographs. Looking at them, I was reminded that
when I first started working on Xenophon’s Anabasis in 1996, Mesopotamia
was an abstraction for most of us. Now images of the war in Iraq appear
daily. Eerie resonances between past and present occasionally emerge. For
example, the mercenaries spent the night before the climactic battle of
Cunaxa camped not far from the site of what is today Fallujah. As I write
these lines, I am reminded again of both hometown friends and former
students now serving overseas. I await their safe returns, and hope that
someday soon nobody will have to become a warrior to see Babylon.

Santa Barbara, California
July 2006
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Abbreviations, transliterations,
and other conventions

Abbreviations of ancient authors and works follow the style of Simon Horn-
blower and Anthony Spawforth (eds.), The Oxford Classical Dictionary
(revised third edition 2003, hereafter OCD), except for the following:

Asclep. Asclepiodotus
(Hyg.] Pseudo-Hyginus, On Camp Fortifications
Onas. Onasander, Strategikon

Xenophon’s works are cited by title alone (An., Cyr., Hell., etc.), using
the abbreviations of the OCD. Archaeology, ancient history, and classical
studies periodicals are abbreviated in accordance with the conventions of
I’Année philologique (www.annee-philologique.com). Other periodical titles
are not abbreviated.

All translations are my own except where otherwise indicated. In order
to make this book more accessible to non-specialists, most transliterations
from Greek follow the Latinized style — e.g. Achaea, Arcadians, Cheiriso-
phus rather than Akhaia, Arkadians, Kheirisophos — of the readily available
Loeb Classical Library series. Technical Greek terms such as lochos, suske-
nia, and taxiarchos are transliterated more exactly, with singular and plural
forms indicated, so Greekless readers who wish may look them up using
the Perseus website (www.perseus.tufts.edu). For clarity, final eta (¢) and
omega (0) receive macrons.

Measurements are provided in both metric and English units. For ancient
measures of length, weight, and volume, see pages 942—3 and 1620-1 of
the OCD. All figures resulting from calculations (multiplication, division,
etc.) and conversions (from ancient to modern, or from metric to English
measures) have been rounded up to two decimal places: e.g. 5.355 becomes

5.36.
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