
THE TORN VEIL

Daniel M. Gurtner examines the meaning of the rending of the veil
at the death of Jesus in Matthew 27:51a by considering the functions
of the veil in the Old Testament and its symbolism in Second Tem-
ple and Rabbinic Judaism. Gurtner incorporates these elements into a
compositional exegesis of the rending text in Matthew. He concludes
that the rending of the veil is an apocalyptic assertion like the open-
ing of heaven, revealing, in part, end-time images drawn from Ezekiel
37. Moreover, when the veil is torn, Matthew depicts the cessation of
its function, articulating the atoning role of Christ’s death which gives
access to God not simply in the sense of entering the Holy of Holies (as
in Hebrews), but in trademark Matthean Emmanuel Christology: “God
with us.” This underscores the significance of Jesus’ atoning death in
the first gospel.

Daniel M. Gurtner is Assistant Professor of New Testament at
Bethel Seminary.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


SOCIETY FOR NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES

M ON OGR A PH S ER IES

General Editor: John Court

139

THE TORN VEIL

MATTHEW’S EXPOSITION OF THE DEATH OF JESUS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


SOCIETY FOR NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES

M ON OGR A PH S ER IES

Titles in the series

125. Jesus’ Defeat of Death
peter g. bolt
0 521 83036 2

126. From Hope to Despair in Thessalonica
colin r. nicholl
0 521 83142 3

127. Matthew’s Trilogy of Parables
wesley g. olmstead
0 521 83154 7

128. The People of God in the Apocalypse
stephen pattemore
0 521 83698 0

129. The Exorcism Stories in Luke–Acts
todd klutz
0521 83804 5

130. Jews, Gentiles and Ethnic Reconciliation
tet-lim n. yee
0 521 83831 2

131. Ancient Rhetoric and Paul’s Apology
fredrick j. long
0 521 84233 6

132. Reconstructing Honor in Roman Philippi
joseph h. helleman
0 521 84909 8

133. Theological Hermeaneutics and 1 Thessalonians
angus paddison
0 521 84983 7

134. Greco-Roman Culture and the Galilee of Jesus
mark a. chancey
0 521 84647 1

135. Christology and Discipleship in the Gospel of Mark
suzanne watts henderson
0 521 85906 9

136. The Judaean Poor and the Fourth Gospel
timothy j. m. l ing
0 521 85722 8

137. Paul, the Stoics, and the Body of Christ
michelle lee
0 521 86454 2

138. The Bridegroom Messiah and the People of God
jocelyn mcwhirter
0 521 68425 9

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The Torn Veil
Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus

DANIEL M. GURTNER

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge univers ity press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521870641

C© Daniel M. Gurtner 2007

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2007

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication Data

Gurtner, Daniel M., 1973-
The torn veil: Matthew’s exposition of the death of Jesus / Daniel M. Gurtner.

p. cm. – (Society for New Testament Studies monograph series; 139)
Includes bibliographical references and indexes.
ISBN-13: 978-0-521-87064-1 (hardback)
ISBN-10: 0-521-87064-X (hardback)
1. Bible. N. T. Matthew XXVII, 51 – Commentaries. 2. Veil of the Temple (Jerusalem)
I. Title.
BS2575.53.G87 2007
226.2′06 – dc22
2006029203

ISBN-13 978-0-521-87064-1 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-87064-X hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs
for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not
guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To Beth
With all my love

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS

Preface page xii
List of abbreviations xiv

1 Introduction 1
1 The State of the Discussion 2

1.1 The Lexical Argument 3
1.2 The Visibility Argument 5
1.3 The Apologetic Arguments 7
1.4 The Christological Arguments 11
1.5 Miscellaneous Arguments 16

(a) Temple Lintel 16
(b) Mourning 17
(c) Breath of Jesus 18
(d) Structure of Mark 19
(e) Prayer 19
(f) Markan Context 20
(g) Temple 20
(h) Various 21

1.6 Modern Attempts 22
2 A New Approach 24

2 Veils in the Old Testament 29
Introduction 29

1 Curtains of the Tabernacle 33
1.1 The Tabernacle Proper 36
1.2 The First Layer of the Roof (Exod. 26:1–6) 37
1.3 The Second Layer of the Roof (Exod. 26:7–13) 38
1.4 The Third (rams’ skin; Exod. 26:14a) and

Fourth (leather; Exod. 26:14b) Layers of the
Roof 39

1.5 Curtains of the Courtyard 40
1.6 Other Screens, Veils, and Curtains 40

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x Contents

2 The Inner Veil 41
2.1 The Veil of the Tabernacle 41
2.2 The Veil of the Temple 43
2.3 Lexical Distinction: ����������� and tkrp 44
2.4 ����������� and the t:óÑ: Translational

Considerations 45

3 Functionality and Identity of the ‘Veil of the Temple’ 47
Introduction 47

1 ����������� #1: Curtain of the Entrance
of the Courtyard 49

2 ����������� #2: The Screen of the Door of the Tent of
Meeting 51

3 ����������� #3: The Veil between the Holy Place and
the Holy of Holies 52
3.1 Implicit Functions of the Veil 52
3.2 Explicit Functions of the Veil 60
Function of the Veil: Conclusion 70

4 The Veil in Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism 72

Introduction 72
1 History and Structure of the Jerusalem Temple 73
2 ����������� within the Non-Canonical LXX 74
3 ����������� outside the LXX 76
4 The Veil outside ����������� Language 82
5 Philo and Josephus (Revisited) 93

The Veil in Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism:
Conclusion 95

5 Matthew’s Temple and Jesus’ Death: Hermeneutical
Keys to the Rending of the Veil 97

Introduction 97
1 The Temple in Matthew’s Gospel 98
2 Matthew’s Temple: Conclusion 124
3 The Death of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel 126
4 Jesus’ Death in Matthew: Conclusion 136

Matthew’s Temple and Jesus’ Death: Conclusion 137

6 Analysis of the Matthean Velum Scissum Pericope 138
Introduction 138

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents xi

1 Text and Redaction 138
1.1 Text 138
1.2 Redaction at 27:50: Jesus’ Death 139
1.3 Redaction at 27:51a: the velum scissum Proper 140
1.4 Redaction at 27:51b–53: The ‘Special Material’ 144

2 Apocalypticism and the velum scissum 152
2.1 Defining Terms 152
2.2 The Significance of the Matthean ‘Special

Material’ in Context 160
2.3 Apocalyptic Imagery and Referentiality

of the Veil 169
2.4 Matthew’s Adaptation of Mark’s velum scissum

Account 172
2.5 What is Revealed 178

3 Functionality and the velum scissum 183
3.1 Matthean Redaction and Cessation of Function 184
3.2 Implications for the Cessation of Function 187
3.3 Cessation of Function and Eschatological

Restoration 193
Analysis of the Matthean velum scissum Pericope:
Conclusion 195

7 Conclusion: Matthew’s velum scissum – Retrospect
and Prospect 199
1 Retrospect 199
2 Prospect 201

Diagram: Veil Language in the Structure of the Tabernacle 203
Appendix 1: Veil Language in the Old Testament 205
Appendix 2: Veil Language in the Two Tabernacle Accounts 209
Appendix 3: ����������� and the tkrp 213
Bibliography 216
Index of Texts 269
Index of Select Subjects 292
Index of Modern Authors 293
Index of Select Terms 297

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87064-1 - The Torn Veil: Matthew’s Exposition of the Death of Jesus
Daniel M. Gurtner
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187064X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PREFACE

This volume is a minor revision of my Ph.D. thesis completed under
the supervision of Prof. Richard J. Bauckham at the University of St
Andrews, Scotland. I am grateful for Prof. Bauckham’s very capable
supervision, as he patiently corrected careless oversights and fallacious
reasoning. Not only has his gracious supervision has informed my work in
the Gospels and Second Temple Judaism, but his honest scholarship, done
at the highest level, has been a formative example for me. I am likewise
grateful to Prof. Ron Piper, who, though late in coming to my supervisory
aid, was nonetheless decisively influential in crafting my argumentation
with care and precision.

I am particularly grateful to Dr G. K. Beale for his enduring encourage-
ment in my research, for his rigorous, thorough, and worshipful exeget-
ical fervor, and for his love for Jesus Christ that is evident through it. I
am grateful to my parents, Donald and Marilyn Gurtner and Wayne and
Sharon Greenwood, for unwavering support of my calling and studies.
I am grateful to Prof. John Court for accepting this piece for the SNTS
Monograph Series, and to Dr Donald A. Hagner for recommending that he
do so, along with offering some valuable suggestions for how to introduce
the subject.

While the present work has been submitted to the scholarly community
for scrutiny and critique, it is, more importantly, submitted to the glory
of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as an act of obedient worship, of
which he alone is worthy. It was in joyful obedience to his calling that
this project was undertaken, and it is a testimony to his faithfulness that
it is completed. Errors that remain throughout this study simply testify to
the enduring frailty of its author.

Though many have contributed in numerous ways to this project, it is
dedicated to Elizabeth Ann, my love for whom is surpassed only by my
love for our Lord. She has heard all of my triumphs, struggles, and daily
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Preface xiii

reports on my research, and she has listened patiently to the minutiae of
lexicographic research and endured the profundity of my wrestling with
theological hypotheses while she sacrificially worked to allow me the
luxury of research. This book is for Beth,

With all my love.

Daniel M. Gurtner
Bethel Seminary

St Paul, Minnesota
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