
Hobbes, Bramhall and the Politics of Liberty and Necessity

This is the first full account of one of the most famous quarrels of the seventeenth century,
that between the philosopher Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679) and the Anglican archbishop
of Armagh, John Bramhall (1594–1663). This analytical narrative interprets that quar-
rel within its own immediate and complicated historical circumstances, the Civil Wars
(1638–1649) and Interregnum (1649–1660). The personal clash of Hobbes and Bramhall
is connected to the broader conflict, disorder, violence, dislocation and exile that charac-
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and philosophical accounts, with special attention devoted to their dispute over political
and religious authority. This will be essential reading for scholars of early modern British
history, religious history and the history of ideas.
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It was . . . the seditious tenets of Mr Hobbes, and such like, which opened a large
window to our troubles. . . . They are T. H. his own principles . . . which do serve to
involve nations in civil wars.

John Bramhall, Archbishop of Armagh (1594–1663) (BW, iv, 219, 391)

He [Bramhall] further says that ‘just laws are the ordinances of right reason’; which
is an error that hath cost many thousands of men their lives.

Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury (1588–1679) (EW, v, 176)

All books of controversies should be writ in Latin, that none but the learned may
read them, and that there should be no disputations but in schools, lest it breed
factions amongst the vulgar, for disputations and controversies are a kind of civil
war, maintained by the pen, and often draw out the sword after.

William Cavendish, Duke of Newcastle (1592–1676)
(Life of Cavendish, 125)
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scripsit omnia, ed. William Molesworth (London: J. Bohn, 1839–45;
5 vols.).

OLN = Hobbes, Of Liberty and Necessity: A Treatise, Wherein All
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EW, iv, 229–78.

Pell-Cavendish = John Pell (1611–1685) and His Correspondence with Sir
Charles Cavendish: The Mental World of an Early Modern
Mathematician, eds. Noel Malcolm and Jacqueline Stedall (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2005).

PRO = Public Record Office, London.

PRONI = Public Record Office of Northern Ireland.

Questions = Hobbes, The Questions concerning Liberty, Necessity, and
Chance Clearly Stated and Debated between Dr Bramhall, Bishop of
Derry, and Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury, EW, v.
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EW, vii, 181–356.
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Church, Dublin, July 16, 1663; At the funeral of the Most Reverend
Father in God, John Late Lord Archbishop of Armagh, and Primate of
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Thurloe State Papers = A Collection of the State Papers of John Thurloe,
ed. T. Birch (London, 1742; 7 vols.).

‘Treatise’ = Hobbes, ‘A Treatise of Liberty and Necessity’, EW, iv, 239–78.

‘Vindication’ = Bramhall, ‘A Vindication of True Liberty from Antecedent
and Extrinsecal Necessity’, BW, iv, 3–196.

Vindication of Episcopal Clergy = Bramhall, Vindication of Himself and
the Episcopal Clergy from the Presbyterian Charge of Popery, BW, iii,
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NOTE ON DATES AND STYLE

All dates are in Old Style (O.S., Julian), except that the year is taken to begin
1 January, rather than 25 March. However, in many cases I also give the
date New Style (N.S., Gregorian), especially in the case of correspondence
in which one or both writers were in Europe.

With rare (and obvious) exception, quotations of both seventeenth-century
book-titles and texts have been silently modernised.

Derry refers either to the county or diocese of the anglican church in
Ireland; Londonderry refers only to the town.
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