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agriculture, 49
grain, 73, 74, 102, 112
see also meat shortages; dairy shortage
AHB, see Foreign Trade Enterprise
Aktion Schiebertod (Operation Death to
Black Marketeers), 42—7
ALE see Ministry for ALF
Algeria, 111
alienation, see social alienation
Alliance for Germany, 342
alternatives to money:
accounting unit (Verrechnungseinheit),
17
barter, 11, 26, 31-2, 34, 94, 172
Forum checks, 255—6, 262-3, 269, 277,
281, 284
labor notes/vouchers, 25-7, 32-3
transfer ruble, 57—8
tred, 34
Valutamark, 57-8, 168, 263
see also money, elimination of
Anbietungspflicht, 232-3, 234
anticapitalism, 5-6, 22, 28-30, 139,
177
antifascism and the legacy of National
Socialism, 7-8, 63, 64, 69, 78, 83-5,
263, 322
Apel, Erich, 48, 49
Arndt, Otto, 159
Asbeck, Giinter, 260

Asimex, 260
Association of People’s Enterprises (VVB),
88-91
Austria, 97, 144
autarky, 61, 100, 146, 194
automobiles in East Germany:
defects and repairs, 298, 303, 304, 306
distribution system, 237
Genex, 2734
pricing, 225-6, 227-34, 237, 238
production, 88-91, 94, 180, 210-14,
220-25, 227-8
shortage of, 16, 203-5, 206-9, 310, 324
waiting times/registration system,
227-30, 241, 293, 297
see also Western automobiles; specific
automobile manufacturers and models

Bank for International Settlements, 122
Banque du peuple, 27
Barbier, Hans D., 343
Barkas van, 212, 221, 223
barter, 11, 26, 31-2, 34, 94, 172
Bauer, Gerhard, 238
Behrens, Fritz, 48
Benary, Arne, 48
Bendix, Reinhard, 125
Berlin Agreement of 1951, 11617
Berlin Wall:
construction and consequences thereof,
9, 47,173, 245, 271, 272, 314-15, 333
collapse of, 4, 124, 144, 288, 317,
328-34
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Berliner Zeitung, 316
Biermann, Wolf, 10
Bild Zeitung, 280
black market, 17, 46, 153-5, 172-81,
198-9, 251-2, 277, 284, 286, 304,
324-5
and auto industry, 180, 230—4
and Deutsche Mark, 253—6, 332
BMW, 212, 234, 274
Bohley, Birbel, 331
Bohm, Siegfried, 247-9
Bohme, Hans-Joachim, 312
Bolsheviks/Bolshevik revolution, 5, 14,
33-8, 40
Brandt, Willy, 118, 140, 280
Brecht, Bertolt, 4
Brezhnev, Leonid, 49, 66, 67, 102, 107
Briksa, Gerhard, 209, 265-7, 284, 312
see also Ministry for Trade and Supply
budget constraints, soft and hard, 16, 22, 37,
64—6, 77,91, 101, 102, 164, 185, 346
Bukharin, Nikolai, 35, 36
ABC of Communism, 35
Bulgaria, 62
Corecom, 245
Bundesbank, 56, 118, 122, 138, 174, 280,
332, 341, 344, 346

Cambodia, 322
Capital (Marx), 32-3
capitalist markets:
necessity of integrating with, 1, 75-7,
99, 284
see also trade; licensing agreements
Carter, Jimmy, 138
Ceausescu, Nicolae, 137
Central Committee (ZK), 1-3, 45-6, 52,
67, 68, 86—7, 107, 180, 187, 310
Department of Mechanical Engineering
and Metallurgy, 229, 240
Department of Planning and Finance, 2,
135, 193
Department for Security Questions, 308
Department for State and Legal
Questions, 311
Department of Trade, Supply and
Foreign Trade, 166, 235-6, 265—6,
299, 311-12, 313
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Central Institute for Nutrition, 93
Central Institute for Socialist Economic
Planning, 52
Central Party Control Commission, 307
Chase Manhattan Bank, 111
chervonets, see currencies
China, 110-11
Christian Democratic Union of Germany
(CDU), 119, 140
see also Kohl, Helmut
churches, 44-5, 120, 260, 316
citizens’ petitions (Eingaben der Biirger), 17,
287-8, 2969, 326—7
and the auto industry, 235-8, 303, 306
content of petitions, 301, 325-6
in the Federal Republic, 291-2, 310
number submitted in East Germany,
292-3, 299-301, 309-13
purpose of petitions in absolutist regimes,
288, 289, 291, 295, 318-20
responding to petitioners, 2, 306-9, 311
under Krenz, 31618, 334
civil rights, 203, 294-5
civil unrest/public dissent, 73, 79, 1335,
136, 147, 286-8, 291, 310, 313,
319
“exit and voice,” 314-16
in 1989, 13, 326-32
and Intershops, 26270
public demonstrations, 204
uprising of 1953, 8, 42, 72-3
see also citizens’ petitions; October 1989
ousting of Honecker
“codetermination and participation”
(Mitbestimmung und Mitgestaltung), 236,
288, 294—06, 309
Comecon, see Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance
Commercial Coordination Area (Bereich
Kommerzielle Koordinierung) KoKo,
246, 260, 267, 284
Committee for Coordinating East-West
Trade (CoCom), 184-5
commodification, 322, 348
commodity fetishism, 5, 12, 215-18, 226,
244, 255, 258, 275, 321
Communist Manifesto, The (Marx and
Engels), 327
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computer chip production, see technology
Constitution, East German, and the right to
petition, 236, 288
consumer goods, 1013, 92-3, 247-8,
263—4, 297, 323
electronics, 254, 281
shortages, 7, 47, 55, 59, 65—6, 129-36,
243,287, 299, 310, 312-13, 317, 324
and political unrest, 134-6, 147, 155,
203-6, 316
poor quality of East German
products/preference for Western
goods, 135, 1601, 214, 2734
see also black market; Delikat; Exquisit,
forced substitution; Intershops;
consumer sovereignty, 216, 242, 325
consumerism, 15, 214-27, 257-8
and Intershops, 243—4, 267, 283-5
and the Principal Task, 67-9, 323
Cornelsen, Doris, 335, 341
Council of Ministers, 80—1, 134, 190-6,
292, 297, 312, 313, 330
see also Stoph, Willi
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
(Comecon), 58, 62, 74-5, 106, 245
Council of State, 292, 297, 299-301, 305
crime and corruption:
and automobile sales, 231-2
counterfeiting, 21, 174
embezzlement, 153, 170-2, 175, 259—60
and Intershops 173—4, 251, 253—4, 256,
259
public corruption, 12, 239-40, 25960,
325, 327
see also black market
“Critique of the Gotha Program, A”
(Marx), 35
Cuba, 181
currencies:
chervonets (Soviet Union), 36
crown, 175
Klebemark, 41
Reichsmark, 4, 41, 46
rubles, 36, 58, 262
zbty, 175
see also Deutsche Mark; Ostmark
currency reform, 427
see also Forum checks

369

currency union, see monetary union
currency valuation, 30-1
exchange rates, 167-9, 249, 272, 282,
331-3
Czechoslovakia, 8-9, 62, 175-6, 203,
346
and emigration from East Germany,
313
Skodas, 206, 207, 214, 220, 228
Tiizex, 245

dairy products, shortage of 1982, 129-36,
146
debt, see foreign debt
defaulting on Western loans, prospect of,
16, 243, 322, 335
in 1982, 71-3, 104-6, 123, 136, 140—
4
in 1989, 156-7, 197-8, 335
Delikat stores, 268—70, 282
Der Spiegel, 249, 313
Deutsche Mark, 13, 102, 174, 179
appreciation of, 76, 116-17, 167-9
demand for in East Germany, 4, 15, 154,
179, 2507, 259, 282, 284, 304, 325,
331, 334
introduction of, 4, 41
see also monetary union
Dewey, Charles, 274-6
distribution system, 91, 151, 159, 271
Donda, Arno, 146

Eberlein, Werner, 127
economic efficiency, 319
inefficiency in planned economies, 23,
58-60, 64—6, 91, 113, 1606
see also profit motive
economic growth, 67, 324
in the Soviet bloc, 62-3
“Economic Problems of Socialism in the
USSR” (Stalin), 67
economic subsidies, 6, 37, 42, 54, 77, 176,
197, 217, 219, 238, 336
travel subsidies, 329-33
Economic System of Socialism (ESS),
49
Ehrensperger, Giinther, 2, 193
Eingaben der Biirger, see citizens’ petitions
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elections: First Western Union Exchange Bank, 25

all-German elections of 12/90, 344
communal elections of 5/89, 204, 305
parliamentary elections of 1984, 293
parliamentary elections of 3/90, 318,
339, 3412
elimination of money, see money,
elimination of
emigration from East Germany, 8, 47, 124,
203, 313
following fall of the Berlin Wall, 333—4,
337
employment:
full employment in a planned economy,
53—4, 64, 205
enforced underconsumption, 15, 59, 92,
177, 338
Engels, Friedrich, 4
England, 25-6, 162-3
Epstein, Catherine, 84
Ethiopia, 322
Exquisit stores, 268-70
Erhard, Ludwig, 43, 216
Eulenspiegel, 231
European community, 185, 341
exports, see trade

factories, see manufacturing and production
Federal Republic of Germany:
commerce and Intershops, 248, 267,
277-81
consumer products, superiority of, 172,
206, 238, 2736
division of Germany, 3—4, 8, 15, 24,
41-2, 634, 72, 162, 209-11, 226,
2567, 259, 319, 323
licensing agreements, 211
loans to East Germany, 3, 101, 1056,
140—4, 145-6, 156, 332
monetary union, 33848
reunification, 13, 107, 118, 119-20, 125,
209-11, 280, 328, 338
Swing credits, 116-18
West German support for East German
citizens, 120, 234, 270-7, 332
see also foreign debt; media; trade; travel
Fiat Uno (automobile), 234

fixed prices, 54, 169
forced substitution, 93, 128-9, 170
foreign debt, 3, 16, 61, 6972, 87, 91,
101-3, 104, 186-9, 323, 335—6
defaulting on loans, threat of, 16, 71-3,
104-6, 123, 136, 140—4, 1567,
197-8, 243, 322, 335
hard currency drive,253, 255-6, 275, 281
Mittag and Schiirer confront Honecker,
78-80, 823, 101, 191-7, 198
post-unification debt, 346—8
Foreign Trade Enterprises
(Aupenhandelsbetriebe, AHB), 89-91
Forum checks, 255-6, 262-3, 269, 277,
281, 284
France, 162
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 343
Free German Trade Union (FDGB), 54
Friedman, Milton, 32

Garton Ash, Timothy, 142

General Machine, Agricultural Machine,
and Automobile Construction (ALF),
see Ministry for ALF

Genex (Geschenkdienst und Kleinexport
GmbH ), 234, 270-7

Genscher, Hans-Dietrich, 118, 280

Gierek, Edward, 73, 137, 144

glasnost, 307

Globke, Hans, 8

Gomutka, Wtadystaw, 73

Gorbachev, Mikhail, 13, 39, 144-5, 183,
198, 307

Gothic Hall Labour Bank, 25

Great Britain, see England

Great Depression, 4, 53, 322, 345

Grossman, Gregory, 33

Grundgesetz (“Basic Law” in West
Germany), 291-2, 294

Gypsies (Romany), 178

Habermas, Jirgen, 319

Hager, Kurt, 10, 308, 311

Halbritter, Walter, 48

“Profit Should be the Measure of

Performance,” 48
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Handelsorganisation (HO), 155
hard currency drive, 95, 105, 109, 186-9,
198, 247, 253, 2556, 275, 281
see also foreign debt; Intershops; trade
Harich, Wolfgang, 267
Hauptabteilung XVIIT (HA XVIII), 189, 190
Hayek, Friedrich von, 13
Heidegger, Martin, 308
Hirschman, Albert O., 314—15
Hoechst AG, 188-9
Hofner, Ernst, 159, 162-3
Honecker, Erich, 21, 47, 272
and the auto industry, 217, 229
and civil unrest, 72-73
confrontation with Mittag and Schiirer
(1977), 78-80, 82-3, 101, 191-7, 198
consumer policies, 66-9, 101, 156, 205,
218, 323—4
and consumer shortages, 656, 132-3
economic policies/Principal Task/Unity
of Economic and Social Policy, 10-11,
669, 77, 87, 91, 104, 109, 146-8
Intershops, 12—13, 173—4, 245-8, 267-8
loss of power/opposition to, 8, 12-13,
124-5, 144, 189-99, 316, 328
political background and leadership,
9-11, 49-50, 63—4, 84—7, 145-6, 283,
307, 322
production/manufacturing, 64-6, 87,
88-91, 183—6
“real-existing socialism,” 205—6, 267,
287
travel restrictions, 173
on Ulbricht, 67, 69, 101
wages, policy of raising, 170, 217, 268-9
western loans/debt, 61, 63, 69—72,
100-3, 105, 140—44
Honecker, Margot, 130
housing in East Germany, 47, 52, 66, 157,
217,297, 299, 323
Hungary, 8, 38, 39, 62, 203, 210, 313, 326

IFA Combine (Volkseigener Betrieb
Industrieverband Fahrzeugbau der
DDR Kombinat Personenkrattwagen),
89-91, 180, 21213, 214, 227-9,

336

IFA Distribution, 227
imports, see trade
Industrial Revolution, 24, 290
inflation, 170-2
caused by Honecker raising wages, 226
hidden, 170
in Germany 1922/23, 4, 34, 46
in the Soviet Union, 34-5
post-1945, 4, 56, 170
Intel Corporation, 185
Interhotel Association, 249, 252—4
Intershops, 12-13, 16, 31, 93, 97, 121,
173—4, 234, 325
criticisms of, 260-9, 281-3, 286, 306
customer base, 252
expansion, 243-50, 261, 264, 277-9,
322
management of, 248-50
products, 247-8, 263—4, 279
see also Schalck-Golodkowski, Alexander
Italy, 162

Jacob, Peter, 180, 182

Jahn, Giinther, 133

Jarowinsky, Werner, 84, 266, 311-13
Jaruzelski, Wojciech, 135

Junge Welt, 282

Karlsch, Rainer, 40, 197

Kautsky, Karl, 33

Keynesian economics, 32, 138

Khrushchev, Nikita, 47

Kiesinger, Kurt Georg, 8

Klebemark, 41

Kleiber, Giinther, 197, 239

Kleine, Alfred, 190, 284

Klopfer, Heinz, 55, 134, 192, 238, 239

Kohl, Helmut, 85, 118-20, 140—4, 211,
279-80, 336, 338—46, 348

KoKo, see Commercial Coordination Area

Kolakowski, Leszek, 28

Kélner Stadtanzeiger, 267

Konig, Herta, 247-9

Kopstein, Jeffrey, 90

Kornai, Janos, 22

Koziolek, Helmut, 52

Krack, Erhard, 66
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Krenz, Egon, 124, 190, 193, 238, 296, 316,
328-30, 333
Krolikowski, Werner, 81-2, 191-3

labor in East Germany:
absenteeism, 132, 161
auto industry, 211
foreign workers, 181-2
meat industry, 151-3
productivity, 47, 161-3, 340
women in the labor force, 130-2, 151-3,
181, 264
labor:
Marxist-Leninist labor theory, 11-12,
151, 273
Owen’s theory, 25-7
labor mobility, 9, 47, 333—4, 33948
Lange, Inge, 131
Lange, Oskar, 13
Leipzig Institute for Market Research, 52,
217
Leipziger Volkszeitung, 317
Lenin, Vladimir II’ich, 3, 4, 33, 35, 183
New Economic Program, 36
see also Marxism-Leninism
Ley, Herbert, 96-8
Liberman, Evsei, 48
licensing agreements, 92, 94-9, 111,
211
Liebknecht, Karl, 38
lignite substitution plan, 112-15
loans, see foreign debt
Lorenz, Siegfried, 212-13, 309
Luxemburg, Rosa, 38

magnet theory, 118, 280
Maier, Charles S., 182, 185-6
Maiziére, Lothar de, 264, 344
manufacturing and production, 67, 64,
67-9, 87, 184—6
automobiles, 210-14
introduction of combines, 8891,
212-13
lack of capital investment, 104, 111, 126,
157-60
licensing agreements, 94-9
and Marx, 35-8

Index

poor quality of goods/inefficiency of
production, 15, 91, 97-9, 150-3,
157-60, 166, 179, 185, 187-8
reforms, 88-91, 21213
in the Soviet Union, 37
see also distribution system; consumer
goods; technology
Marx, Karl, 3, 4, 17, 23, 27-9, 33, 356,
50-1, 53—4, 67, 215-18, 244, 285,
321, 327
Capital, 32-3
The Communist Manifesto, 327
“A Critique of the Gotha Program,” 35
The Poverty of Philosophy: Answer to the
Philosophy of Poverty by M. Proudhon,27
Marxism-Leninism, 68-9, 75-6, 102, 130,
213-14, 318
and commodity fetishism, 5, 215-18,
226, 258
and consumerism, 52-3, 91, 92, 205,
215-17, 223-7, 242, 257, 269-70, 283
labor theory, 11-12, 35-8, 53—4, 151,
273
monetary theory, 5-7, 9, 22—4, 27-33,
47, 5660, 61, 333
and pricing, 2301
rejection of, 3267
and technology, 183
Matthias-Maier, Ingrid, 338
meat industry:
consumption, 73—4
meat shortage of 1982, 126-36, 146,
149-50
meat shortage of 1988, 149-56, 313
media:
East German, 316—18, 338
West German, 17, 205, 262, 274, 277,
288, 291, 313-14, 317-18, 323, 326
Mielke, Erich, 134, 190-3, 246, 281
see also Stasi
Ministry for ALE 180, 238-9, 293, 297
Ministry for Electrical and Electronic
Engineering, 126
Ministry of Finance, 159, 170, 260, 298
Ministry for Foreign Trade, 89-91, 260
Ministry of Health, 112, 189
Ministry of the Interior, 232-3
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Ministry for State Security (MfS), see Stasi
Ministry for Trade and Supply, 149, 209,
238, 247, 265, 266, 295, 317
see also Briksa, Gerhard
Ministry of Transportation, 218
Mischnick, Wolfgang, 329
Mises, Ludwig von, 13
Mitbestimmung und Mitgestaltung see
“codetermination and participation”
Mittag, Giinter:
and the auto industry, 182, 212-3, 220
economizing measures/frugality, 105-9,

147, 181, 322
fraudulent accounting, 121-5, 147,
335

hard currency drive/relationship with
West, 92, 105, 109, 11618, 126-36,
1567, 186—7
Intershops, 260-1, 3067
lack of capital investment, 150, 1578,
160, 1826
lignite conversion plan, 112-15
political background/relationship with
Honecker, 12, 16, 80-2, 83—4, 102,
189-98
political opposition to, 189-98
production/manufacturing, 65, 88-91,
165, 179, 198, 323
and public dissent, 313
re-introducing profit motive, 105,
110-11, 179, 323
and Schalck, 95, 101-3, 246, 266—7
and Schiirer, 78-80, 82-3, 191-7
modernization strategies in East Germany,
94
auto industry, 211, 219-20
technology, 182—-6
Modrow, Hans, 124, 265, 301, 310, 331,
335-6
monetary theories:
Keynesian, 32, 138
Marxist-Leninist, 5-7, 9, 22—4, 27-33,
47, 56-60, 61, 333
monetarism, 138—-9
Simmel, 155
von Mises, 13
‘Weberian approach, 30-2, 85

373

monetary union, 4, 125, 209, 280, 282,
328, 332, 338—48

money, elimination of as ideal, 1-7, 23—4,
64—6, 321-2

see also alternatives to money

More, Thomas, 24

Mozambique, 181

Miiller, Gerhard, 134, 212-13

Miiller, Margarete, 131

National Equitable Labour Exchange, 25

National Socialism, see antifascism and the
legacy of National Socialism

needs, “false” and “real,” 5, 51-3, 20420,
242,270

Neues Deutschland, 43

New Economic Policy (NEP), Soviet
Union, 36

New Economic System (NES), East
Germany, 48-9, 110-11

New Forum, 336

Norden, Albert, 92

North Korea, 322

Nove, Alec, 32

October 1989 ousting of Honecker, 124-5,
147, 197, 203-5, 316
oil, 156, 323
crises, 62, 74—6, 104, 112—15, 252,
301
lignite conversion plan, see Mittag
“Operation Death to Black Marketeers”
(Aktion Schiebertod), 42—7
Ostmark, 56, 58, 60, 76, 102-3, 116—17,
155, 174, 198-9, 262
and black market, 154-5
following fall of the Berlin Wall, 318,
330-1, 334, 340
introduction of, 22-3
weakness of/East Germans’ lack of
confidence in, 11-13, 167-70, 179,
287, 297, 3267, 330—1
see also monetary union
Ostpolitik, 11820, 142, 250-5, 280
Owen, Robert, 24-7

Pagnucco, Robert, 98-9
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Pepsi-Cola licensing agreement, 94-9
petitions, see citizens’ petitions
petrochemical products, 112-15, 156
planned economy, 3, 22—4, 64—6, 100-3,
110-11, 160-3, 183—4, 2056, 287
failure of, 179-81, 275, 2835
goals, 6-16, 50-5, 58-60, 3214
planning apparatus (generally), 78, 92—4,
204, 213, 233, 311
see also Central Committee; State
Planning Commission; Socialist Unity
Party
planning targets, 7, 16, 52, 60, 65, 89, 158,
179-81, 249-50
Pohl, Karl-Otto, 122
Poland, 14, 42, 63, 97, 142, 1756, 203,
322,323
and civil unrest, 73, 104, 105, 107, 109,
135, 315
Pewex, 245
and Western debt, 62, 76—7, 136—7, 138,
322
Politburo (East German), 2, 49, 60, 63, 85,
87, 102, 130, 145, 149-50, 187, 265,
266, 312, 313, 330
Polyani, Karl, 3
popular dissent, see civil unrest
Poverty of Philosophy, The: Answer to the
Philosophy of Poverty of M. Proudhon
(Marx), 27
Preobrazhenskii, Evgenii, 34, 35
ABC of Communism, 35
price formation, 13-16, 23, 97
auto industry, 2256, 227-31, 2334,
237,238
Delikat and Exquisit stores, 269, 270
Intershops, 249-50, 261
prices:
fixed, 54, 169
and public unrest, 73
Principal Task (Die Hauptaufgabe), 10-11,
669, 77, 101-3, 270
Schiirer and Mittag’s criticism of, 78-80,
85-6
production, see manufacturing and
production
profit motive:

Index

and Genex, 276
and Intershops, 24850
lack of in East German industry, 58
Mittag reintroduces, 105, 110-11, 179,
323
see also economic efficiency
“Profit Should be the Measure of
Performance” (Halbritter), 48
Proudhon, Pierre-Joseph, 267, 30
public demonstrations, see civil unrest
public health issues, 113, 150, 187-9

Ramipril drug testing, 188-9

rationing, 47, 170

Reagan, Ronald, 140

“real-existing socialism,” 10, 17, 67, 2056,
267, 284, 287, 321, 326, 327

Reichsbank, 56

Reichsmark, 4, 41, 46

Reinhold, Otto, 84

Renault automobile, 234

Republikaner, 142

Riko, 168

Rohwedder, Detlev Karsten, 340

Roigk, Horst, 190, 246, 284

Romania, 38, 62, 64, 767, 104, 112, 136,
137-8, 142, 322, 323

Round Table, 335, 339, 342

rubles, 36, 58, 262

Sachs, Wolfgang, 182
Schabowski, Giinter, 66
Schalck-Golodkowski, Alexander, 101,
122-3, 142, 180, 184, 186, 189, 190,
259, 328
and computer technology, 184, 241
and Genex, 274-9
and Intershops, 24652, 2601, 264-7,
279-81, 283, 284, 306—7, 325
and Pepsi licensing agreement,
95-9
Schelsky, Helmut, 83
Schlesinger, Helmut, 332, 346
Schmidt, Helmut, 118, 140, 143, 280
Scholwin, Christian, 180, 238
Schiirer, Gerhard, 49, 71, 73—4, 77, 92-3,
107, 113, 124, 162
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critique of Honecker’s economic policies,
78-80, 82—4, 85-6, 101, 191-7
see also State Planning Commission
Schuster, Horst, 260
secondary markets, see black market
Secret police, see Stasi
SED, see Socialist Unity Party
seignorage, 31
Serick, Gerhard, 2
Simmel, Georg, 155
Sindermann, Horst, 81-2
Singhuber, Kurt, 239
social alienation, 6, 22, 198, 215-17, 240,
255, 283
social differentiation/social inequity, 154,
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