
Leprosy and Empire

An innovative, interdisciplinary study of why leprosy, a disease with a
very low level of infection, has repeatedly provoked revulsion and fear.
Rod Edmond explores, in particular, how these reactions were re-
fashioned in the modern colonial period. Beginning as a medical history,
the book broadens into an examination of how Britain and its colonies
responded to the believed spread of leprosy. Across the empire this
involved isolating victims of the disease in ‘colonies’, often on offshore
islands. Discussion of the segregation of lepers is then extended to ana-
logous examples of this practice, which, it is argued, has been an essential
part of the repertoire of colonialism in the modern period. The book also
examines literary representations of leprosy in Romantic, Victorian and
twentieth-century writing, and concludes with a discussion of traveller-
writers such as R. L. Stevenson and Graham Greene who described and
fictionalized their experience of staying in a leper colony.

ROD EDMOND is Professor of Modern Literature and Cultural History
at the University of Kent. His previous publications include Representing
the South Pacific: Colonial Discourse from Cook to Gauguin (1997) and,
as co-editor with Vanessa Smith, Islands in History and Representation
(2003).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86584-5 - Leprosy and Empire: A Medical and Cultural History
Rod Edmond
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521865840
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge Social and Cultural Histories

Series editors:
Margot C. Finn, University of Warwick
Colin Jones, University of Warwick
Keith Wrightson, Yale University

New cultural histories have recently expanded the parameters (and
enriched the methodologies) of social history. Cambridge Social and
Cultural Histories recognises the plurality of current approaches to social
and cultural history as distinctive points of entry into a common expla-
natory project. Open to innovative and interdisciplinary work, regardless
of its chronological or geographical location, the series encompasses a
broad range of histories of social relationships and of the cultures that
inform them and lend them meaning. Historical anthropology, historical
sociology, comparative history, gender history and historicist literary
studies – among other subjects – all fall within the remit of Cambridge
Social and Cultural Histories.

Titles in the series include:

1. Margot C. Finn The Character of Credit: Personal Debit in English Culture,
1740–1914

2. M. J.D. Roberts Making English Morals: Voluntary Association and Moral
Reform in England, 1787–1886

3. Karen Harvey Reading Sex in the Eighteenth Century: Bodies and Gender in
English Erotic Culture

4. Phil Withington The Politics of Commonwealth: Citizens and Freemen in Early
Modern England

5. Mark S. Dawson Gentility and the Comic Theatre of Late Stuart London
6. Julie-Marie Strange Death, Grief and Poverty in Britain, 1870–1914
7. Sujit Sivasundaram Nature and the Godly Empire: Science and Evangelical

Mission in the Pacific, 1795–1850

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86584-5 - Leprosy and Empire: A Medical and Cultural History
Rod Edmond
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521865840
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Leprosy and Empire
A Medical and Cultural History

Rod Edmond

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86584-5 - Leprosy and Empire: A Medical and Cultural History
Rod Edmond
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521865840
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERS ITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press,
New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521865845

# Rod Edmond 2006

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN-13 978-0-521-86584-5 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-86584-0 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86584-5 - Leprosy and Empire: A Medical and Cultural History
Rod Edmond
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521865840
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


‘Whan he was in his lusti age,
The leper cawhte in his visage
And so forth overall aboute,
That he ne mihte ryden oute.’

(John Gower)

‘A distemper so noisome, that it might well pass for the utmost corruption of
the human body, on this side of the grave.’ (Anonymous seventeenth-century
traveller)

‘It is in truth a distemper corrupting the whole mass of the blood, and therefore
considered by Paul of Aegina as an universal ulcer.’ (William Jones)

‘There is hardly anything on earth, or between it and heaven, which has not been
regarded as the cause of leprosy.’ (Arneur Hansen)

‘The ugly troubles and weakens man, it reminds him of deterioration and
impotence.’ (Friedrich Nietzsche)

‘Death is the most contagious plague and we’ve all got it; it moulds its features
upon the features of the living.’ (Robin Hyde)

‘Wonderful! To study history as if it were a body!’ (Michael Ondaatje)
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