
German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past

This book analyzes how West German intellectuals debated the Nazi past
and democratic future of their country. Rather than proceeding event by
event, it highlights the underlying issues at stake: the question of a stig-
matized nation and the polarized reactions to it that structured German
discussion and memory of the Nazi past. Paying close attention to the
generation of German intellectuals born during the Weimar Republic –
the forty-fivers – this book traces the drama of sixty years of bitter public
struggle about the meaning of the past. Did the Holocaust forever stain
German identity so that Germans could never again enjoy their national
emotions like other nationalities? Or were Germans unfairly singled out
for the crimes of their ancestors? By explaining how the perceived pol-
lution of family and national life affected German intellectuals, the book
shows that public debates cannot be isolated from the political emotions
of the intelligentsia.

A. Dirk Moses was educated in Australia, Scotland, the United States,
and Germany. He has taught history at the University of Sydney since
2000. Moses’ studies concern postwar Germany and comparative geno-
cide, for which he has received numerous fellowships, including a Charles
H. Revson Memorial Fellowship from the Center for Advanced Holocaust
Studies at the United States Holocaust Memorial and Museum, a German
Research Council Fellowship at the University of Freiburg, and an Aus-
tralian Research Council Discovery Grant. He is the editor of Empire,
Colony, Genocide (2008); Colonialism and Genocide (2007, with Dan
Stone); and Genocide and Settler Society: Frontier Violence and Stolen
Aboriginal Children in Australian History (2004). Moses is an associate
editor of the Journal of Genocide Research and sits on the advisory boards
of H-German, Patterns of Prejudice, and the Online Encyclopedia of Mass
Violence.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86495-4 - German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past
A. Dirk Moses
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052186495X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To my parents, John and Ingrid

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86495-4 - German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past
A. Dirk Moses
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052186495X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past

A. DIRK MOSES
University of Sydney, Australia

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86495-4 - German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past
A. Dirk Moses
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052186495X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521864954

C© A. Dirk Moses 2007

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2007

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Moses, A. Dirk.
German intellectuals and the Nazi past / A. Dirk Moses.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 978-0-521-86495-4 (hardback)
1. Germany – History – 1933–1945. 2. Collective memory – Germany (West)
3. Intellectuals – Germany (West) – Attitudes. 4. National socialism – Psychological aspects.
5. National characteristics, German. I. Title.
dd256.5.m569 2007
943.087 – dc22 2007005858

isbn 978-0-521-86495-4 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of urls for external or
third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such
Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86495-4 - German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past
A. Dirk Moses
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052186495X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgments page vii

Introduction 1

1 Stigma and Structure in German Memory 15

2 The Languages of Republicanism and West German Political
Generations 38

3 The Forty-fivers: A Generation between Fascism and
Democracy 55

4 The German German: The Integrative Republicanism
of Wilhelm Hennis 74

5 The Non-German German: The Redemptive Republicanism
of Jürgen Habermas 105

6 Theory and Practice: Science, Technology, and the Republican
University 131

7 The Crisis of the Republic, 1960–1967 160

8 1968 and Its Aftermath 186

9 The Structure of Discourse in the 1980s and 1990s 219

10 History, Multiculturalism, and the Non-German German 229

11 German Germans and the Old Nation 246

12 Political Theology and the Dissolution of the Underlying
Structure 263

Index 285

v

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86495-4 - German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past
A. Dirk Moses
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052186495X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

This book has been a long time coming. A prototype was accepted by the
Department of History at the University of California, Berkeley, as a Ph.D.
dissertation in 2000, but its origins lie in the Midwest. Between 1992 and 1994,
I was a graduate student at the University of Notre Dame, where I first began to
ponder the Federal Republic and its vehement public debates about National
Socialism and the Holocaust. A. James McAdams, an expert on contemporary
Germany, encouraged this interest, and the Polish intellectual historian Andrzej
Walicki taught me the existential significance of ideas for thinkers, an insight
that has remained with me to this day. I have never had a chance to publicly
acknowledge their support, or the friendship of Bill Miscamble, CSC, who
suggested I follow his example of setting off for South Bend from Brisbane.

He could understand, then, that there was no ignoring the call of the Bay
Area’s eucalypts, and in 1994 I moved to Berkeley with its embarrassment of
intellectual riches. Students of German history found a home in the Center for
German and European Studies, ably led by Gerald Feldman, who, along with
Norma Feldman–von Ragenfeld, became a mentor as well as a steadfast friend.
Other members of the faculty were also inspirational teachers: Carla Hesse,
Tom Laqueur, Peggy Anderson, Vicky Bonnell, and, not least, John Connolly,
who gave his feedback over pints at the Bison. I was fortunate to encounter a
cohort of gifted students, many of whom I later met on the road in Germany.
Sharing the ups and downs of graduate school and beyond, they have become
both friends and colleagues: Paige Arthur, Max Friedman, Jennifer Hosek, Marc
Howard and Lise Howard, Christine Kulke, Ben Lazier, Sam Moyn, and Line
Schjolden.

My supervisor, Martin Jay, warrants special recognition. He welcomed the
itinerant student from abroad, stood by the project, wrote references, and
opened doors. His own peerless intellectual histories were at once sources
of guidance and inspiration. I thank him for his help and sage advice over
the subsequent years as well. The Department of History was also incredibly

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86495-4 - German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past
A. Dirk Moses
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052186495X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii Acknowledgments

supportive, awarding me successive research grants for travel in Germany,
where I lived between September 1996 and January 2000.

In Freiburg, I was warmly received by Ulrich Herbert and his brilliant
team, Bernhard Brunner, Sybille Buske, Isabel Heinemann, Jürgen Lillteicher,
Christina von Hodenberg, Karin Hunn, Jörg Später, and Patrick Wagner, as
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