
Index

agency, autonomous, 314–321. See also
autonomy

akrasia (weakness of will), 314, 348. See also
rationality, kinds of failure of

Alice (counterexample to judgment
internalism), 5

antirealism. See error theory; noncognitivism;
realism, quasi-

apartheid example, 322
Appiah, K. Anthony, 322
arguments: from concept acquisition, 106;

from disagreement, for naturalism, 47–53,
98; expressivist, against realism, 199,
264–266; is/ought, against naturalism,
12–13, 199; from normativity, against
naturalism, 199, 251–253, 264; reductio
against Reason-as-such, 301–303. See also
Mackie, J. L.; Moral Twin Earth argument;
open question argument

Aristotle example, 330
Armstrong, David, 38
Arrow, Kenneth, 304
assertion, 160, 186; and belief (Grice), 164,

179; distinction between truth condition
and sincerity condition in, 164; expressing
states of mind, 160; and intentions, 160,
186; moral, 155, 187–188, 253; and
sincerity, 164, 186

Audi, Robert, 46, 94–95, 99–102, 104, 105;
and central claim of intuitionism, 101; and
indefeasibly justified beliefs, 99;
self-evident propositions defined by,
94, 99

autonomy: external and internal conditions
of, 315; and identity, 317–321, 326–328;
and rationality, 333; and self-governance,
310, 314, 316–317; ‘thick’ vs. ‘thin’

conceptions of, 315, 316–317; and the
values standard, 344

Ayer, A. J., 161

Bach, Kent, 169, 173, 175, 176, 180
belief-in-God example, 305, 306
beliefs, economic, 73–75
beliefs, moral, 8, 253; and moral facts,83–87;

and naturalistic truth conditions, 71–75;
qualifying as knowledge, 72–75; synthetic,
and empirical evidence,35, 45–47, 59. See
also epistemology, moral;moral convictions

Benacerraf, Paul, 66
best code (Copp), 237, 243. See also S-ideal

moral code
Blackburn, Simon, 8, 83, 145, 155–159, 161,

194–195, 265; and quasi-realism, 8, 145,
156, 194, 195; and the realist surface,
145–146

Bonjour, Laurence, 41
Boyd, Richard, 4, 41, 135, 203–207,

209–210
Bratman, Michael, 185, 316, 317–321, 333,

339; autonomous agency, model of,
317–319, 321; intentions, defined by, 185,
316; policies, defined by, 316

Brink, David, 4, 41
bullfighting example, 49–50

cancelability. See coloring; implicature,
conventional

“Canuck” example, 170
capital punishment example, 24, 72, 86, 90,

139, 155–159, 189, 238
cat example, 59, 75–77, 79
causal theory of reference, 206. See also

Boyd, Richard
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Celsius scale example, 23
Chirac, Jacques, 24
Churchland, Paul, 88; and prototype theory,

88
claims, moral, 3, 266. See also beliefs, moral
code, moral, 16–17, 88. See also

society-centered moral theory
cognitivism. See noncognitivism
coloring, 168–171, 175–177, 199;

alterability, 172–173; cancelable
implications of, 171–174, 179, 191; and
conventional implicature, 177; decoloring
a colored term, 192; detachable
implications of, 173–174, 179, 191–192;
and misuse of terms, 171, 191, 192; and
moral terms, 191–193; of pejorative terms,
168–171; tests for, 173–174, 191–192;
truth test for (Frege), 171, 191. See also
expressivism, realist; implicature

common sense principles (Copp), 93,
107

computational limitations (Field), 44
conative states, 8
concept acquisition, argument from,

106
concepts, normative, 252
conceptual falsehoods, 125. See also

conceptual truths
conceptual truths, 121, 122, 128; derivative,

97, 123, 124; and internal truth
conditions, 122; and intrinsic
truth-ensuring properties, 122–123; strict,
122–123; wide, 123. See also epistemology;
propositions

considerations, moral, 261–262, 270. See also
reasons, moral

consequentialism, 114, 117, 119, 135, 139
constructivism, 19–20. See also practical

theory; society-centered moral theory
content, semantic, 160, 175–181
context of decision (Copp), 188. See also

reasoning, and deliberation
contingent a priori truth. See Kripke, Saul;

propositions
conventions: expressive, 174; linguistic, kinds

of, 181; semantic, 233–234
“cur”/“dog” example (Frege), 168–173, 176,

177, 199
cursing example, 164, 167, 184, 188–192,

198, 265

Dancy, Jonathan, 13, 98, 119, 122
Darwell, Stephen, 39, 261, 337, 339
decisions, 185, 188–189, 199, 313, 350. See

also reasoning, and deliberation
deflationism, 155, 156, 157, 193, 195, 231;

and deflationist meaning of “true,” 155.

See also noncognitivism, sophisticated;
realism, quasi-

Deigh, John, 323
deliberation, and reasoning, 313, 333, 336,

347–350
depression example, 267
descriptivism, 7, 264
disagreement, 212; and Moral Twin Earth

argument, 209–243; and translation,
212–216, 242–243

discourse: moral, 200; normative,
198

dollar bill example, 73–75
Dummett, Michael, 170

education, moral. See moral education
egoism, ethical, 288
Ellesmere Island example, 330
emotions of esteem/self-assessment, 321,

323–326
empirical indefeasibility, 98, 99
endorsement, 19, 185, 265–266, 320,

327–328
epistemology: default reasonable beliefs, 46;

of mathematics (Benacerraf), 66;
normative propositions of, 15; and
practical reasons for belief, 305; and
psychology, 61, 65–67; reliabilism, 74–75;
and sensitivity to kinds of fact, 75–78. See
also conceptual truths; epistemology,
moral; epistemology, naturalized

epistemology, moral, 56, 63, 64–65, 89–91;
central problem for, 84; and experience,
40–41, 42, 104; and moral sensitivity,
75–76, 77, 78; and relation to moral facts,
85; and society-centered moral theory, 72;
suppositions for nonskeptical, 86. See also
intuitionism; self-evidence thesis

epistemology, naturalized: central doctrines
of, 62; characterizations of, 64; defined,
61–68; and ethical naturalism, 67, 87–91;
and scientific prioritism, 67

error theory (Mackie), 9, 83, 103, 117, 119,
127, 133, 208–228; and the falsity of basic
moral propositions, 9; and the Mackie test,
118; two claims of, 117. See also nihilism

etiquette, 14–15, 271, 312, 343, 345. See also
standard-based account of normative
judgment

euthanasia example, 59–60
Everest example, 311–313, 314, 338–339,

349–350
evidence: testimonial, 44; unjustified vs.

false, 99
excellence: Aristotelian, 298; personal,

297–300
exemplar view, 88. See also prototype theory
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expression, 162–164; conversational, 188;
Frege-, 174–181, 182, 186, 193, 194, 199;
sincerity, 164–166. See also expressivism

expressivism, anti-realist, 153, 156, 161–162,
231; argument for, 264–266; distinguished
from moral realism, 7–8, 156, 157;
distinguished from realist-expressivism,
194–197; and moral predicates, 158; and
moral properties, 158. See also
expressivism, realist; noncognitivism;
realism, quasi-

expressivism, realist, 9; and anti-realist
expressivism, 194–195, 264–266;
arguments for, 186; and basic moral
judgments, 162; and conventional
implicature, 178; and conversational
implicature, 178; and judgment
internalism, 193–194; see also internalism,
judgment; and relation between moral
assertion and conative state of mind,
162–167; and subscription to a moral
standard, 184, 186; three kinds of,178–181

family example, 332
famine relief example, 165–167, 178,

193–194
Field, Hartry, 42, 43, 44, 51, 97, 105, 106,

157; and the a priori, 42, 97, 106; and
testimonial evidence, 43

Foot, Philippa, 261–262, 321
Frege, Gottlob, 9, 168–171, 190, 191. See also

coloring; “cur”/“dog” example
friendship example, 35, 45–47, 98, 328–329

Gauguin example, 297–298, 299
Genesis, 38
Gibbard, Allan, 39, 83, 159, 161, 164, 182,

184–185, 198–199, 265–266; on assertion
and truth and sincerity conditions, 164;
and norm acceptance, 162, 184; and
thinking something rational, 162

Gödel, Kurt, 66
gold example, 107, 108
Goldman, Alvin, 88
good girl example, 195–196
goodness, moral, 207
gopper example, 131–132
Greek ancestry example, 324–325
Greene, Graham, 259
Grice, Paul, 171–174, 177, 179, 191; on

assertion and belief, 179; on implicature,
173, 177, 179, 191, 230

Gyges, 262–263, 277–278, 279–280,
286–288, 289, 292, 295, 296, 298, 299

H2O proposition, 128–130. See also water
example

Hare, R. M., 1, 161, 166–167, 184, 194,
195–196, 265; on descriptive meaning vs.
evaluative meaning, 195–196, 197; and
inverted commas, 166–167, 191; on moral
judgment, 161

Harman, Gilbert, 40, 59, 75
Hart, H. L. A., 342
Hill, Thomas E., Jr., 169
homeostatic cluster property (Boyd), 135
honesty example, 328–329
honey example, 206
Horgan, Terence, 27, 203–213, 231–232;

Moral Twin Earth argument of, 208–228;
synthetic semantic naturalism, defined by,
211–212

Hubin, Donald, 313–314, 338–342
Hume, David, 120
Hurka, Thomas, 298

identity of persons: and autonomy, 317,
321–328; Lockean account of, 318; and
the practical standpoint, 321, 323. See also
Bratman, Michael; self-esteem identity

implicature: and belief, 179; conventional,
177, 178, 179, 180–181; conversational,
171, 178, 180, 187–188, 192. See also
coloring

indeterminacy: semantic, 234–236, 243
indoor hat example, 343
intentions: and desires, 315; as planful states

(Bratman), 185, 316; and policies, 316;
prior, 316; referential, 221–245; semantic,
233–238, 243, 245. See also Putnamian
semantics

internalism: discourse (Copp), 194, 199;
motivational, 258–260, 267; normative
(Copp), 4. See also judgment, internalism

intuition, semantic (Horgan and Timmons),
210

intuitionism, 46, 57, 66, 87; defined, 46. See
also Audi, Robert

inverted commas sense (Hare), 166–167, 191

Jackson, Frank, 37, 135–137, 180; and
mature folk morality, 135, 137; and moral
functionalism, 135; supervenience defined
by, 36, 118

jade example, 218
jazz example, 331, 332
Jubien, Michael, 120
judgment, moral, 1, 160, 161, 291
judgment, normative. See standard-based

account of normative judgment
judgment internalism, 1, 5–6, 8, 154–155;

arguments against, 5–6, 258–259, 260; de
dicto vs. de re (Tresan), 260; and
normativity, 6, 258–259, 260
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judgment internalism (cont.)
and realist-expressivism, 199. See also
noncognitivism

justice, and the basic structure of society, 21

Kant, Immanuel, 41, 50, 143–145, 275, 310,
312, 344–347; Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals, 310, 344–347

King, Jeffrey C., 40, 55, 129, 182, 253
knowledge. See epistemology
Kornblith, Hilary, 63
Korsgaard, Christine, 270, 276–279, 313,

322; and identity of persons, 277, 278; and
moral naturalism, 278; and the normative
question, 276–277; procedural realism
defined by, 277; substantive realism defined
by, 276

Kraut, Richard, 290, 298
Kripke, Saul, 98, 106, 107, 122

learning, moral. See moral education
Lewis, David, 136
Locke, John, 318–319, 320, 321
lying example, 9, 14, 48, 117, 209–217, 220,

221, 222, 257, 266

M-necessity, 120
M-worlds, 113–114, 120
Mackie, J. L., 9, 83, 117–119, 133, 144, 251;

and the argument from queerness, 9, 251;
and the property of not-to-be-doneness,
223, 225; Mackie-substantive necessary
truths, 118, 126; Mackie test, 118, 123.
See also error theory

Matty example, 43, 45
mature folk morality ( Jackson and Pettit),136
McNaughton, David, 119
metaethics, i, 2
midnight pirouette example, 342
“milk” example, 204–205, 218–227,

233–234
Miller, Richard, 41
miserly tip example, 324
Moore, G. E., 11, 34–35, 36, 37, 41, 126,

134, 203, 251, 255; natural properties
defined by, 34–35; naturalism defined by,
255; paradox of, 163, 179. See also open
question argument

moral convictions (Copp), 185, 187, 200
moral education, 78–83, 84, 88, 186–187,

198, 220, 307
moral expertise, 82
moral functionalism (Jackson and Pettit), 135;

central objection to (Copp), 137
moral necessities. See necessary truths, moral
moral progress, 86
Moral Twin Earth argument (Horgan and

Timmons), 108, 203–228, 231, 234,

236–237, 239–245: Master scenario for
(Copp), 212–216

morality: function of, 13; as overriding,
285–286, 301, 302; and self-interest,
284–289, 306–308; as a system of justified
standards, 296. See also society-centered
moral theory

Mother Theresa example, 37
mountain climbers example. See Everest

example
multiple propositions framework, 176, 177,

178–181; coloring and conventional
implicature in, 177

murder example, 96, 116

narwhale tusks example, 218–220
naturalism: and science, 39, 56; and

reductionism, 11–12, 133–141, 253;
unrestricted, 34. See also naturalism, moral

naturalism, moral, 2, 11, 13–26, 33, 40,
55–56, 68–71, 94, 96–99, 253–255, 268; as
an assimilation between ethics and science,
39; best understood as strongly a priori,
45–46, 53; challenges to, 58–68, 71–75; see
also arguments and open question
argument; conceptual, 133; as default
view, 2, 10–13; defined (Copp), 55, 67,
230, 249, 254; defined (Moore), 35, 55,
255; doctrines characteristic of, 10–13, 94;
epistemic construal of (Shafer-Landau), 95;
metaphysical, 133; and moral necessities,
132–141; see also necessary truths, moral;
and moral properties, 33, 34, 251–253; and
natural properties, 203; and normativity of
moral judgment, 33, 252, 264; synthetic,
204–208, 211–212, 230; and T-identity
theses, 11–12, 133–141. See also Moore,
G. E.; moral functionalism; realism, moral,
Cornell; society-centered moral theory

naturalistic fallacy, 199
Neale, Stephen, 175–176, 177. See also

multiple propositions framework
necessary truths, 121; moral, 113–121, 148;

trivial, 116. See also conceptual truths;
necessary truths, moral, substantive;
possible worlds

necessary truths, moral, substantive, 114, 124;
as conceptual truths, 124–128; as
metaphysically necessary, 128–141; and
moral naturalism, 132–141; moral
necessities constraint defined, 114, 147;
and noncognitivism, 145–147; as practical
necessities, 142–145

nihilism, 2, 120. See also error theory
noncognitivism, 2, 8, 143, 145, 208; and

antirealism, 143–145; argument from
judgment internalism for, 8; and
deflationism, 7; and moral necessities, 146;
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negative doctrine of, 145–147; positive
doctrine of, 145; sophisticated versions and
defensive doctrine of, 146–147. See also
expressivism, antirealist

nonnaturalism, moral, 133
norm acceptance (Gibbard),

162, 184–185
normative question (Korsgaard), 276–

277
normative standpoints, 285, 294, 296,

307–308. See also overridingness; ought
simpliciter ; Reason-as-such; reasons, kinds
of

normativity, 1, 2, 252–253; generic,
255–258, 266–269, 274; grades of, 27,
255, 275–280; as internal to moral
judgment, 6; motivational, 256–257,
258–260, 264, 266–269, 271–274; and
normative properties, 252–253; and
reasons, 256, 285; as second-order
property of moral properties, 252. See also
normativity, authoritative; normativity,
constraint

normativity, authoritative, 256–257,
260–263, 270–271, 274–275, 281; against,
280–281; authoritative reasons proposal,
261, 262, 270, 271–272; closed question
proposal, 262, 270, 272; Kantian
approaches to, 275; and naturalism,
274–275; and moral reasons, 274

normativity, constraint, 2, 3–6
norms, 182, 290–291, 296
not-to-be-doneness (Mackie), 223,

225

obsession example, 327
open question argument (G. E. Moore),

11–13, 126, 134, 199, 203, 244, 251
order, causal, and the natural world, 37–38
ought simpliciter, 284–285, 286, 292–296,

299, 302–303, 313, 350. See also
overridingness; Reason-as-such

overridingness, 284, 292–308. See also ought,
simpliciter; normativity, authoritative;
Reason-as-such

pain proposition (Copp), 103–104
painful death proposition (Copp), 116–120,

124–128, 130–132, 134, 139–141, 148
pantheism, 38
particularism, 48, 119
Pettit, Philip, 135–137, 180
Plato, 262, 286–287
policies, 316, 328; and intentions, 316, 333;

intrinsic, 329; quasi-policies (Bratman),
319; second-order, 318

politeness example, 343
possible worlds, 120

practical theory (Copp), 20, 21. See also
constructivism

pragmatics, 155
predicates: moral, 156–158, 235, 253, 264;

property-ascribing, 231
prescriptivity, 1
principles, moral, 109, 113–114;

sadist’s, 109
priority, deliberative. See under rationality,

self-grounded
properties: constituents of, 131; disjunctive,

131–132; normative, 290. See also
properties, moral; properties, natural

properties, moral, 7, 253, 265; according to
nonnaturalism, 65; as empirical, 35, 254;
metaphysically robust, 157; as natural
properties, 43, 70–71, 254; as normative,
4, 10, 252, 266; psychological role of, in
shaping action, 10; as relational, 23–25,
110. See also society-centered moral theory

properties, natural, 254; contemporary
conceptions of, 36–39; defined (Copp),
11, 39, 43, 96, 97, 98, 133, 254; defined
(G. E. Moore), 34–35; defined
(Shafer-Landau), 96; as empirical, 39–41,
55–56; epistemological characterizations
of, 39; metaphysical characterizations of,
37–38; ostensive definitions of, 37;
reductionist and relational approaches to,
36–37. See also naturalism, moral

propositions, 160; about the instantiation of a
property, 39, 56; a priori, 41–42;
empirical, 41–42; grasping of, 102, 121,
129. See also conceptual truths;
propositions, moral; propositions,
normative; propositions, self-evident;
propositions, synthetic

propositions, moral; basic, 9, 68, 110, 138,
157, 182, 183, 254; distinguished from
moral standards, 14, 15, 137; and moral
terms, 182; pure, 138. See also
standard-based account of normative
judgment

propositions, normative, 137–138, 290; basic,
14, 138; kinds of, 15–16; pure, 14, 138.
See also standard-based account of
normative judgment

propositions, self-evident, 93, 99–102, 128;
and adequate understanding and attentive
consideration, 100–102, 103, 104, 105,
128; and a priori knowledge, 94–95,
104–106; definitions of, 93, 94, 99,
100–102, 109; empirical defeasibility of,
110–111; relativized to believer’s cognitive
situation, 109. See also self-evidence thesis

propositions, synthetic, 40, 56, 97, 98, 130; a
priori, 41–45; a priori strong, 42–53, 97; a
priori weak, 42, 46, 97
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prototype theory, 88. See also exemplar view
Putnam, Hilary, 135, 203–209, 217–228,

232–245; Twin Earth thought experiment
of, 208, 209, 215. See also Putnamian
semantics

Putnam-relation, 206
Putnamian semantics, 204–205, 206,

217–220, 232–245; fallback conditions in,
217, 222; and moral terms, 207; and Moral
Twin Earth argument, 238–243; and
mistakes, 219; ostensive definitions in,
217–223; referential intentions, 204,
219–245; and semantic indeterminacy,
243; and society-centered theory, 238

quasi-realism (Blackburn). See realism, quasi-.
See also expressivism, antirealist;
noncognitivism

Quine, W. V. O., 41, 61–62, 63–64; on
epistemology and psychology, 61;
“Epistemology Naturalized,” 61–62

Railton, Peter, 4, 39, 41
rain example, 176
rationalism: moral, 295–296; self-grounded,

295, 296. See also overridingness;
Reason-as-such

rationality, practical, 290; autonomy
conception of, 309, 311–314, 351;
ungrounded (Hubin), 313–314, 342;
grounding a conception of, 313, 341–347;
see also standard-based account of
normative judgment, and truth-grounding
status; kinds of failure of, 314, 336, 348;
and moral virtue, 312, 351; as a practical
virtue, 347; requirements of, 334; and
self-governance, 310, 333; and wisdom.
See also rationality, self-grounded

rationality, self-grounded (Copp), 255,
273–280, 294–297, 299, 302, 307–308,
310–351; deliberative priority of, 313,
347–350; instantiating autonomy, 347; and
needs, 335; objection from ungrounded
ends, 337–341; and values standard, 310,
313, 334, 344; and values, 333–337. See
also rationality, practical

Rawls, John, 21, 80
realism, moral, 7, 156, 267; central doctrine

of, 195; Cornell, 4–5; as default view, 6–9;
as descriptivism, 7; distinguished from
antirealist expressivism, 7–8, 153,
155–158; five doctrines included in, 7,
253; internalist, 154; and Kant, 143. See
also expressivism, anti-realist; expressivism,
realist

realism, quasi-, 8, 145, 156, 194, 195
realist-expressivism. See expressivism, realist

reason, practical; Hobbesian, 288;
instrumental, principle of, 309; Kantian
conception of, 288, 310; unity of,
skepticism about, 300–306. See also
rationality, practical

Reason-as-such, 293–294, 297, 301;
comprehensiveness of, 294, 299;
incoherence of the concept of, 301–303;
and self-grounded reason, 294–297;
supremacy of, 299–300, 301–302. See also
normativity; ought simpliciter;
overridingness

reasoning, 84; and deliberation, 313, 333,
336, 347–350; moral, 58–59, 78–81, 82,
83

reasons: authoritative, 261, 269, 271–272;
epistemic, 305–306; of etiquette, 271;
genuine, 313; kinds of, 285, 288, 290,
301; moral, 256, 271, 274; and
normativity, 256; of personal excellence,
291, 297–300; pluralism, 306, 311, 312,
346; self-grounded (Copp), 291–292, 307,
311; see also rationality, self-grounded; of
self-interest, 285, 291

“redneck” example, 12, 265–266
relationalism, 244. See also society-centered

moral theory, relativism of
relativism. See relationalism; society-centered

moral theory, relativism of
rules, 88, 140. See also norms; standards

S-ideal moral code (Copp), 70, 82, 89–91,
110, 183. See also best code

Sayre-McCord, Geoffrey, 207
Scanlon, T. M., 328, 331
schmoral requirement, 296
schmurder, 96, 116–117
schpreet example, 260
Scobie, 259
seatbelt example, 330, 340
self-conception strategy, Kantian, 143–145,

270, 275–279
self-esteem, 323–327, 328. See also emotions

of esteem
self-esteem identity (Copp), 321, 324–328,

341; and autonomy, 326–328; defined,
325; and values, 326–351. See also
emotions of esteem

self-evidence thesis, 93–104, 109, 111; and
moral naturalism, 105, 106–109, 110. See
also epistemology, moral; propositions,
self-evident

self-interest, 284–290, 308, 309; and morality,
285, 286–308; objectivist accounts of, 289;
subjectivist accounts of, 289

semantics, 135, 155. See also Putnamian
semantics
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Shafer-Landau, Russ, 93–95, 96, 99–102,
103, 105, 128

Sidgwick, Henry, 304
slave example, 5, 15, 125–126
Slote, Michael, 298
Smith, Michael, 12, 134, 165–166, 193–194,

275
society, 21, 22, 138; basic needs of, 17–18,

69, 237
society-centered moral theory (Copp),

13–21, 26, 68–69, 71, 110–111, 137,
183–185, 237–238; and basic moral claims,
89–91; basic theory, 19, 21; and
constructivism, 18–20; counter-examples
to, 140; and moral epistemology, 72; and
moral necessities, 137–142; objections to,
25–26, 69–71, 84; original theory, 19–20;
and practical rationality, 20; relativism of,
22–25, 244; relevant society in, 23–25,
138, 237; and the T-identity thesis, 139;
and the truth-conditions of moral
propositions, 14–18, 20, 138. See also
naturalism, moral; standard-based account
of normative judgment

soda pop example, 204–205
spatiotemporal manifold (Armstrong), 38
stances, 8, 145, 161
standard-based account of normative

judgment, 14, 15–16, 182; and reasons,
290; and truth-grounding status, 14,
15–16, 313, 335, 338–342, 343, 344–347.
See also etiquette; propositions, normative;
society-centered moral theory; standards;
values standard

standard meter example (Kripke), 98, 106
standards, 14, 15–16, 68, 110, 182, 290–291;

authoritative or justified, 16, 290,
293–294, 296; epistemic, 335; see also
epistemology; moral, 14, 69, 87, 110, 137,
183, 307; see also standard-based account of
normative judgment, and truth-grounding
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