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A NOTE ON DATING

Throughout the text, I have used BC to indicate ‘before Christ’ in calendric
terms, and all calibrated “C dates have been converted to BC using the latest
agreed-upon international calibration curve and CALIB 6.1. It is accepted that
this calendric system and system of notation may not be the most appropriate
for discussing pre-Islamic Arabia, where the threshold of BC to AD (or BCE
to CE) has so little relevance, but its use facilitates comparison with similarly
dated cultures throughout the Middle East.
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