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From Nurturing the Nation to Purifying the Volk

WEIMAR AND NAZI FAMILY POLICY, IQI8—1943

Fearing that the future of the nation was at stake following the First World War,
German policymakers vastly expanded social welfare programs to shore up women
and families. Just over a decade later, the Nazis seized control of the state and created
a radically different, racially driven gender and family policy. This book explores
Weimar and Nazi policy to highlight the fundamental, far-reaching change wrought
by the Nazis and the disparity between national family policy design and its imple-
mentation at the local level. Relying on a broad range of sources — including court
records, sterilization files, church accounts, and women’s oral histories — it demon-
strates how local officials balanced the benefits of marriage, divorce, and adop-
tion against budgetary concerns, church influence, and their own personal beliefs.
Throughout both eras, individual Germans collaborated with, rebelled against, and
evaded state mandates, in the process fundamentally altering the impact of national

policy.

Michelle Mouton is assistant professor of history at the University of Wisconsin,
Oshkosh. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota in 1997. She
is the recipient of the Fritz Stern Prize awarded by the German Historical Institute
for the best dissertation in German History, on which this book is based. She has
published articles in Central European History Journal, the Journal of Women’s History,
and the History Workshop Journal.
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“Since the 1980s the history of the Third Reich has been entirely rewritten as
the history of the Holocaust and the racial state. Less widely appreciated is the
equally far-reaching impact of women’s history. First during a time of recurring
crisis, political polarization, and unbounded hopes, and then under a regime of
unparalleled coerciveness and ideological ambition, biopolitical questions involving
family, reproduction, and the placement of women in the imagined moral-political
order moved to the centerground of politics in early twentieth-century Germany. In
a salutary reminder of the radicalism of the right-wing assault on Weimar welfarism,
Michelle Mouton delivers an excellent guide to the Nazi counter-ideal of a racially
driven familial state.”

— Geoff Eley, University of Michigan

“Mouton’s fascinating book is path breaking along numerous dimensions. It offers
the first comprehensive and comparative account of Weimar and National Socialist
tamily policy. Its evidence and analysis move gracefully between the national level
of policy, laws, and regulation and the regional one of implementation, looking
in detail at developments in Westphalia. It is based on an extraordinary range of
carefully analyzed sources that allow Mouton to illuminate not only the responses to
state policy of social workers, physicians, and judges but also ordinary Westphalians.
In documenting the myriad ways in which non-Jewish Germans, especially women,
maneuvered within and around Nazi family policies, it provides an unusual window
onto everyday lives and attitudes, while always setting these individual responses
within the framework of National Socialism’s racist ideology, politics, and war.”

— Donna Harsch, Carnegie Mellon University
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE GERMAN HISTORICAL INSTITUTE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

WEIMAR AND NAZI FAMILY POLICY, I918—1045

Edited by Christof Mauch
with the assistance of David Lazar

The German Historical Institute is a center for advanced study and research whose
purpose is to provide a permanent basis for scholarly cooperation among historians
from the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States. The Institute con-
ducts, promotes, and supports research into both American and German political,
social, economic, and cultural history; into transatlantic migration, especially in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and into the history of international relations,
with special emphasis on the roles played by the United States and Germany.

Recent books in the series:

Hubert Zimmermann, Money and Security: Troops, Monetary Policy, and West
Germany’s Relations with the United States and Britain, 1950—-1971

Roger Chickering and Stig Forster, editors, The Shadows of Total War: Europe, East
Asia, and the United States, 1919—1939

Richard J. Bessel and Dirk Schumann, editors, Life after Death: Approaches to a
Cultural and Social History of Europe During the 1940s and 1950s

Marc Flandreau, Carl-Ludwig Holtfrerich, and Harold James, editors, International
Financial History in the Tiventieth Century: System and Anarchy

Andreas W. Daum, Lloyd C. Gardner, and Wilfried Mausbach, editors, The
Vietnam War and the World: International and Comparative Perspectives

Detlef Junker, editor, The United States and Germany in the Era of the Cold War: A
Handbook, 2 volumes

Roger Chickering, Stig Forster, and Bernd Greiner, editors, A World at Total War:
Global Conflict and the Politics of Destruction, 19371945

Kiran Klaus Patel, Soldiers of Labor: Labor Service in Nazi Germany and New Deal
America, 1933—1945

Peter Becker and Richard E Wetzell, editors, Criminals and Their Scientists: The
History of Criminology in International Perspective
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This book is for my children,
Kirsten and Bjorn,

And for the memory of my father,
David Lynn Mouton (1932-1986)
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