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The founding of the Roman principate was a time of great turmoil.

During the nascent stages of this change, there was an evolving sense

of empire and inheritance. By bringing together a set of important

Latin inscriptions, including the recently discovered documents con-

cerning the death of Germanicus and trial of Calpurnius Piso, this

book illustrates the developing sense of dynasty that underpinned the

new monarchy of Augustus. Students can see the process by which the

monarchy of the Roman Empire was established by examining contem-

porary official documents, and also understand why some inscriptions

were established permanently. It provides a historical commentary on

the inscriptions that will be useful to students and scholars alike, and

supplies important technical help in understanding the production of

documents and inscriptions. These technical explanations make it an

excellent starting point for introducing students to Roman epigraphy.
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L. Pasqualucci, 1895–. Reprinted Rome: “L’Erma,” 1961–. 5 Vols.

FUM Emilio Rodriquez-Almeida. Forma urbis marmorea: Aggiornamento

generale. Rome: Edizione Quasar, 1981.

FUR La pianta marmorea di Roma antica (Forma Urbis Romae), ed.

G. Carrettoni et al. Rome: Ripartizione X antichità e belle arti de

Comune di Roma, 1960.

ILS Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae, ed. Herman Dessau. Berlin:

Weidemann, 1892–1916. Reprinted Chicago: Ares, 1979.

Insc. Ital. Inscriptiones Italiae, vol. XIII: fasti et elogia, ed. Attilio Degrassi.

Rome: La Libreria del stato, 1963.

LTUR Lexicon topographicum urbis Romae, vols. 1–5, ed. M. Steinby. Rome:

Edizione Quasar, 1993–2000.

NTDAR Lawrence Richardson. New Topographical Dictionary of Ancient

Rome. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992.

OLD Oxford Latin Dictionary, ed. P. W. Glare. Oxford and New York:

Oxford University Press, 1983.

PIR Prosopographia imperii romani. 1st edition, 1897–1898, Berlin:

Georgivm Reaimervm. 2nd edition, 1933–. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter.

RIC I2 Roman Imperial Coinage, 2nd edition, 1984–.

www.cambridge.org/9780521860444
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-86044-4 — Death and Dynasty in Early Imperial Rome
Key Sources, with Text, Translation, and Commentary
J. Bert Lott
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

0
5

0
0

7
5

0
2

5
0

1
0

0
0

 k
m

0
2

5
0

5
0

0
 m

il
e

s

N S

E
WLUSIT

A

N
IA

B
A

E
T

IC
A

C
o

n
o

b
a

ri
a

A
T

L
A

N
T

IC
 

O
C

E
A

N

G
a

d
e

s

T
A

R
R

A
C

O
N

E
N

S
I

S

A
Q

U
IT

A
N

IA

N
A

R
B

O
N

E
N

S
IS

L
U

G
D

U
N

E
N

S

I S

B
R

IT
A

N
N

IA

B
E
LG

IC

A

GERMANIA

R
A

E
T

IA

A

LP
E
S
 M

O
N

T
E

S

C
O

R
S
IC

A

S
A

R
D

IN
IA

S
IC

IL
IA

C
a

rt
h

a
g

e

M
A

U
R

E
T

A
N

I
A

A

F

R

I
C

A

C
y
re

n
e

A
le

x
a

n
d

ri
a

C
R

E
T
A

R
H

O
D

E
S

E
p

h
e

su
s

R
o

m
a

2

3
4

L
a

 T
u

rb
ie1

I
T

A

L
I

A

D
A

L
M

A
T

IA

M
A

C
E
D

O
N

IA

M
O

E
S

I
A

N
O

R
IC

U
M

PANNONIA

Rhenus

D
a
n

u
b

e

A
ra

 U
b

io
ru

m

C
H

E
R

U
S
C

I

M
A

R
C

O
M

A
N

N
I

E
lb

e

K
a

lk
ri

e
se

Te
u

to
b

u
rg

F
o

re
st

M
e

ro
e

A
n

ti
o

ch

A
n

cy
ra

B
y
z
a

n
ti

u
m

To
m

is

C
Y

P
R

U
S

6

A
m

a
se

ia

JUDEA

C
IL

IC
IA

G
A

L
A

T
IA

S
Y

R
IA

A
R

A
B

I
A

A
R

M
E
N

IA

P
A

R
T

H
I

A

M
E

S
O

P
O

T
A

M
IA

I
N

T
E

R
N

U
M

 
M

A
R

E

 E
u

p
h

ra
te

s

E
G

Y

P

T

S
A

H
A

R
A

 
D

E
S

E
R

T

D
an

u
b
e

B
IT

H
Y

N
IA

 P
O

N
T

U
S

B
L

A
C

K
 

S
E

A

R
E

D
 

S
E

A

K
U

S
H

A
C

H
A

I A

A
S

I
A

5

Nile

C
A

S
P

I
A

N
 S E A

F
ig

u
re

0
.1

M
ap

sh
o

w
in

g
th

e
ex

te
n

t
o

f
R

o
m

an
E

m
p

ir
e

in
th

e
ti

m
e

o
f

A
u

gu
st

u
s.

So
m

e
p

la
ce

s
m

en
ti

o
n

ed
in

th
e

te
xt

:1
P

is
a,

2
H

eb
a,

3
Si

ar
u

m
,4

Il
ic

i,
5

M
as

si
li

a,
6

L
im

yr
a.

www.cambridge.org/9780521860444
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-86044-4 — Death and Dynasty in Early Imperial Rome
Key Sources, with Text, Translation, and Commentary
J. Bert Lott
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Sc
ri

b
o

n
ia

m
.

m
.

m
.

m
.

m
.

m
.

m
.

m
.

m
.

T
ib

er
iu

s 
G

em
el

lu
s

(1
9

–
3

7
 C

E
)

L
iv

ia
 J

u
li

a

m
.

m
.

T
ib

er
iu

s 
C

la
u

d
iu

s 
N

er
o

(d
. 3

3
 B

C
E

)

N
er

o
 C

la
u

d
iu

s 
D

ru
su

s

(d
. 9

 B
C

E
)

m
.

m
.

M
ar

c 
A

n
to

n
y

(c
. 8

3
 B

C
E

–
3

0
 C

E
)

M
ar

cu
s 

A
gr

ip
p

a

(c
. 6

3
 B

C
E

–
1

2
 B

C
E

)

O
ct

av
ia

(c
. 7

0
 B

C
E

–
1

1
 C

E
)

[2
] 

A
U

G
U

ST
U

S 
[3

]

(6
3

 B
C

E
–

1
4

 C
E

)

[2
] 

Ju
li

a 
[3

]

(3
9

 B
C

E
–

1
4

 C
E

)

[2
] 

T
IB

E
R

IU
S 

[1
]

(4
2

 B
C

E
–

3
7

 C
E

)

V
ip

sa
n

ia

∗
∗

D
ru

su
s

(1
3

 B
C

E
–

2
3

 C
E

)

∗
∗

G
ai

u
s

(2
0

 B
C

E
–

4
 C

E
)

N
er

o

(6
–

3
0

 C
E

)

N
E

R
O

 [
1

]

(3
7

–
6

8
 C

E
)

C
la

u
d

ia
 O

ct
av

ia

(c
. 4

0
–

6
2

 C
E

)

B
ri

ta
n

n
ic

u
s

(4
1

–
5

5
 C

E
)

A
L

L
 C

A
P

S 
=

 E
m

p
er

o
r

∗
∗

 =
 s

u
b

je
ct

 o
f 

an
 i

n
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n
 i

n
cl

u
d

ed
 h

er
e

D
ru

su
s

(7
–

3
3

 C
E

)

C
A

L
IG

U
L

A

(1
2

–
4

1
 C

E
)

D
o

m
it

iu
s 

A
h

en
o

b
ar

b
u

s
[1

] 
A

gr
ip

p
in

a 
(y

o
u

n
ge

r)
 [

3
]

(1
5

–
5

9
 C

E
)

[4
] 

C
L

A
U

D
IU

S 
[3

]

(1
0

 B
C

E
–

5
4

 C
E

)

V
al

er
ia

 M
es

sa
li

n
a

(d
. 4

8
 C

E
)

∗
∗

L
u

ci
u

s

(1
7

 B
C

E
–

2
 C

E
)

∗
∗

G
er

m
an

ic
u

s

(1
5

 B
C

E
–

1
9

 C
E

)

A
gr

ip
p

a

(1
2

 B
C

E
–

1
4

 C
E

)

A
gr

ip
p

in
a 

(e
ld

er
)

(c
. 1

4
 B

C
E

–
3

3
 C

E
)

A
n

to
n

ia
 (

yo
u

n
ge

r)

(3
6

 B
C

E
–

3
7

 C
E

)

A
n

to
n

ia
 (

el
d

er
)

(d
. 3

9
 B

C
E

)

L
iv

ia
 [

1
]

(5
8

 B
C

E
–

2
9

 C
E

)

Figure 0.2 Stemma of the family of Augustus.
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ALL CAPS = Emperor

AUGUSTUS

(63 BCE–14 CE)

(ruled 27 BCE–14 CE)

Gaius

(20 BCE–4 CE)

Germanicus

(15 BCE–19 CE)

adopted by Tiberius, 4 CE

nephew of Tiberius

grand nephew of Augustus

Drusus

(13 BCE–23 CE)

son of Tiberius

grandsons of Augustus; adopted 17 BCE Step-son of Augustus; adopted 4 CE

Lucius

(17 BCE–2 CE)

TIBERIUS

(42 BCE–37 CE)

(ruled 14 CE–37 CE)

Figure 0.3 Simplified stemma showing Augustus’ heirs.
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