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Mainstream and Formal Epistemology provides the first easily accessi-
ble yet erudite and original analysis of the meeting point between
mainstream and formal theories of knowledge. These two strands of
thinking have traditionally proceeded in isolation from one another,
but in this book, Vincent F. Hendricks brings them together for a
systematic comparative treatment. He demonstrates how mainstream
epistemology and formal epistemology may significantly benefit from
one another, paving the way for a new unifying program of ‘plethoric’
epistemology. His book both defines and furthers the debate between
philosophers from two very different sides of the epistemological
spectrum.
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Preface

Forcing epistemology is a trendy way of defeating the skeptics who since
the days of old have cited prima facie error possibilities as some of the most
devastating arguments against claims to knowledge. The idea of forcing
is to delimit the set of possibilities over which the inquiring agent has to
succeed: If the agent can succeed over the relevant possibility set, then
the agent may still be said to have knowledge even if he commits many
errors, even grave ones, in other but irrelevant possibilities.

Contemporary epistemological studies are roughly either carried out:
(1) in a mainstream or informal way, using largely conceptual analyses
and concentrating on sometimes folksy and sometimes exorbitantly spec-
ulative examples or counterexamples, or (2) in a formal way, by apply-
ing a variety of tools and methods from logic, computability theory or
probability theory to the theory of knowledge. The two traditions have
unfortunately proceeded largely in isolation from one another.

Many contemporary mainstream and formal epistemologies pay
homage to the forcing strategy. The aim of this book is to demonstrate sys-
tematically that the two traditions have much in common, both epistemo-
logically and methodologically. If they could be brought closer together,
not only might they significantly benefit from one another, the way could
be paved for a new unifying program in ‘plethoric’ epistemology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521857895
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85789-5 — Mainstream and Formal Epistemology
Vincent F. Hendricks

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

I have on the way been aided and supported by much and many. I am
particularly indebted to Professor Jaakko Hintikka (Boston University)
for inviting me to Boston as a visiting professor in the spring of 2003.
This book has benefited enormously from Hintikka’s many insights and
constructive criticisms. Other faculty members at Boston University also
kindly discussed portions of the manuscript with me. I would like to thank
Professor Klaus Brinkman, Professor Juliet Floyd, Professor Aaron Garrett
and Dr. Troy Catterson for providing suggestive criticism and valuable ad-
vice. Sitting in on Hintikka’s spring graduate course on ‘Logic and Scien-
tific Method’ was an added bonus. I am also particularly indebted to Pro-
fessor Horacio Arl6-Costa (Carnegie Mellon University) for his extremely
thorough reading of the manuscriptand his very pertinent comments and
suggestions for improvement. Professor Johan van Benthem and Profes-
sor Robert van Rooij (ILLC, Amsterdam) have likewise both encouraged
me and suggested valuable improvements to the material presented here.
The book has also benefited enormously from discussions with Professor
Robert Stalnaker (MIT). I am grateful to Professor John Symons (Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso) for reading the manuscript and making my
own ideas about the subject matter much clearer. I'm also indebted to
Professor Isaac Levi (Columbia University) and Professor Daniel Kolak
(Rutgers) for discussing important portions of the manuscript with me.
Professor Duncan H. Pritchard (University of Stirling) has likewise pro-
vided valuable criticism and constructive suggestions. Louise Westmark
kindly subjected the manuscript to a thorough treatment, caught errors
and provided many valuable suggestions for improvement. To Ditte Kiel

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521857895
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85789-5 — Mainstream and Formal Epistemology
Vincent F. Hendricks

Frontmatter

More Information

xii Acknowledgments

I am particularly indebted for forcing me to work really hard toward
the end.

I thank the students of my epistemology seminar at the Humboldt
University in Berlin in the fall of 2002 and the students of my gradu-
ate epistemology class at Roskilde University in the winter of 2002 for
bearing with me and setting me straight while I was teaching and simulta-
neously developing the plethoric forcing epistemology program. I would
also like to thank the Danish Research Council for the Humanities, which
provided me with research grant no. 25-02-0355 through the 2003 aca-
demic year, allowing me to complete this book. My gratitude also goes out
to Klaus Frovin Jgrgensen (Roskilde University), who once again came
to my rescue when I had LaTex problems. I am grateful to my publisher,
Cambridge University Press, in particular, Beatrice Rehl for taking on this
project.

My teacher, colleague and friend, Professor Stig Andur Pedersen
(Roskilde University), is always there with his insight, support and good
humor. This is yet another project that would not have gotten off the
ground without him. Finally, I thank Henriette Kibsgaard for living life
with me in the best of ways.

Vincent F. Hendricks
New York City
April 2003

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521857895
www.cambridge.org

