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From the publication of the first volumes in 1984 the General Editor of the New Cambridge

Shakespeare was Philip Brockbank and the Associate General Editors were Brian Gibbons and

Robin Hood. From 1990 to 1994 the General Editor was Brian Gibbons and the Associate

General Editors were A. R. Braunmuller and Robin Hood.

TITUS ANDRONICUS

Titus Andronicus is still regarded by many as a bad play of dubious authorship. Its

adversaries have abhorred the violence of the action and the apparent lapses in the

quality of the verse. Since 1945, however, the play has been taken increasingly seriously

in both the theatre and the study: the violence and cruelty it depicts were disconcertingly

matched by the events of two World Wars. Alan Hughes joins those critics who take the

play seriously, arguing for its unity of theme and its grim humour, and demonstrates

that it is the work of a brilliant stage craftsman, confident in his mastery of space,

movement and verse.

The text is based on the first quarto, supplemented by crucial additions and stage

directions from the Folio. The critical account of the play’s fortunes is integrated

within a description of major modern productions, including those directed by Peter

Brook, Brian Bedford and Deborah Warner. In addition there is a complete stage

history which includes the eighteenth-century adaptation by Edward Ravenscroft and

a reconstruction of the version performed by the nineteenth-century black American

actor Ira Aldridge. For this updated edition, a new section is included on recent stage,

film and critical interpretations by Sue Hall-Smith. There are also sections on text,

authorship and the relevance of the famous Longleat drawing of the play. Appendices

explore how the play might have been performed at the Rose playhouse in London, and

how it could be adapted for a touring company of fourteen men and boys. An updated

reading list completes the edition.
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PREFACE

Titus Andronicus is not everyone’s favourite play. It ‘reads badly’; but in compara-

tively recent years, theatre audiences have been learning that it frequently ‘plays well’.

Philip Brockbank, the Founding General Editor of this series, recognised that when

he appointed a theatre historian to edit it. Much that is best in this edition must be

attributed to his insight and wisdom. Its faults are all my own.

I owe Albert Braunmuller a similar debt. He has dedicated a large part of a busy life

to painstaking editorial comment without which I do not think my work would ever

have been finished. To him and to Clifford Leech I owe most of what I know about

editing; and to F. D. Hoeniger, a large part of what I know about Shakespeare. I am

grateful for the advice of Stanley Wells, who advised me to edit less conventionally than

I fear I have done, and to Sarah Stanton for her patience.

If the reader finds in this volume some insights about why Titus plays well, I owe

them to many actors and directors. Chief amongst these are Anthony Quayle, who

invited me to tea and showed me how Aaron can be played, and Edward Atienza, the

Clown in the same production, directed by Peter Brook.

The staffs of many libraries have been of invaluable assistance, particularly those of

the University of Victoria Library, the British Library, and the long-suffering staff of

its newspaper repository at Colindale.

Finally, I cannot adequately express my gratitude to my wife Mary, who has put up

with Titus far too long; and to my children, who have no doubt come to regard it as an

immutable part of their lives.

A.H.

University of Victoria

Titus Andronicus has enjoyed a vigorous revival in recent years, generated by successful

productions which demonstrated how stageworthy the play can be. In this edition, Sue

Hall-Smith very effectively brings its performance and critical history up to date.

A.H. 2006
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Shakespeare’s plays, when cited in this edition, are abbreviated in a style modified slightly

from that used in the Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. Other editions of Shakespeare are

abbreviated under the editor’s surname (Dyce, Waith) unless they are the work of more than one

editor. In such cases, an abbreviated series name is used (Cam.). When more than one edition

by the same editor is cited, later editions are discriminated with a raised figure (Rowe 2). All

quotations from Shakespeare, except those from Titus Andronicus, use the text and lineation of

The Riverside Shakespeare, under the textual editorship of G. Blakemore Evans.

. Shakespeare’s plays

Ado Much Ado About Nothing

Ant. Antony and Cleopatra

AWW All’s Well That Ends Well

AYLI As You Like It

Cor. Coriolanus

Cym. Cymbeline

Err. The Comedy of Errors

Ham. Hamlet

H The First Part of King Henry the Fourth

H The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth

H King Henry the Fifth

H The First Part of King Henry the Sixth

H The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth

H The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth

H King Henry the Eighth

JC Julius Caesar

John King John

LLL Love’s Labour’s Lost

Lear King Lear

Mac. Macbeth

MM Measure for Measure

MND A Midsummer Night’s Dream

MV The Merchant of Venice

Oth. Othello

Per. Pericles

R King Richard the Second

R King Richard the Third

Rom. Romeo and Juliet

Shr. The Taming of the Shrew

STM Sir Thomas More

Temp. The Tempest

TGV The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Tim. Timon of Athens

viii
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