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Principes de politique, Les (Constant,
1806), 9, 87, 89, 110, 113, 141, 237

principles
as combinations of ideas, 238

declarations of as being ineffective, 89

of liberty, 29

moral dimension of, 238

of social authority, 29

privacy rights, 3

government secrecy and, 61

personal autonomy and, 62

private affections, public interests and,
31

progress. See human progress
property rights, 79–80, 101

Protestantism, liberalism and, 316

public education, 85

public officials, as agents of citizens,
61–62

racism. See slavery
Recamier, Juliette, 13, 197

Reflections on the Revolution in France

(Burke, E.), 96–97

Réflexions sur la tragédie (Constant),
266

Réflexions sur les constitutions and sur

les garanties, 87

Religion, De la (1824), 9, 16–18, 71, 213,
217, 222, 233, 335–336, 358–360

background for, 290

reception of, 275–276

religious sentiment, 301

religions, 66, 198

accomodationist theology, 320, 324,
331–333, 334–335, 336

Adolphe, 202

anthropology of, 275, 277, 279–282

Athenee Royal (1818) lectures on, 15

Axial Age of religious thinking, 345

civil religions, 301, 303

combinatorial principles in, 278

commerce liberalism and, 318–321

competition among, 304–308

Constant’s early thought on, 11–13

early hostility to, 208

enthusiasm and, 296

fetishism, 292

forms and essences in, 66, 331

freedom and, 85

freedom to choose how to worship,
293

future of, 282–285

government neutrality and, 286, 293

Greek philosophy and, 341–342,
343–346, 347

Greek religion, 331, 338

historical development, 230

immanent conceptions of God, 342

indirect shaping of by governments,
309

individualism and, 311

inner sanctuary concept, 85

as instrument of oppression, 85

invisible-hand principle, 305–308

laissez-faire stance toward, 287,
304–308

liberalism and, 286–288, 311, 313

morality and, 283, 321, 335

novelty in Constant’s thinking on,
276

otherworldliness in, 301

philosophical theism, 334, 335,
338–342, 347–348

pluralism and, 85

political apparatus and, 281

polytheism to theism movement,
294–297, 338–342

www.cambridge.org/9780521856461
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-85646-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Constant
Edited by Helena Rosenblatt
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index 413

priestly intermediation, 280–281, 291,
297, 299

priestly power, origins of, 292

progressive revelation and, 308

Protestantism and, 311, 315

Providence, 320, 324, 335, 337–338,
343, 346–348

rational theism, 331

religious sentiments. See religious
sentiment

science and, 282

social glue function of, 71, 284

successors of Constant’s approach to,
278–279

toleration, 85, 291, 294–297

transcendence and, 198, 342

universalist framework for, 278

utilitarianism and, 85

religious sentiment, 277, 331

aspiration to spirituality and, 285

contains no principle, so no element
of slavery, 301

definability of, 218, 284

emerges through struggles above and
below, 230

enthusiasm and, 215

experienced in isolation, 284

forms versus essence, 219

historicizing the idea of, 325–331

human nature and, 230, 277

human perfectability, 72

human progress and, 261

independence from priestly expertise,
299

liberalism and, 286–303, 312

liberty, 72

love contrasted with, 217–219

moral perfectibility and, 325–327

passion for the indeterminate, 219

perfectibility and, 324

personal sacrifice, 72

Providence and, 336

purity of, 85, 218, 340

religious forms and, 261, 277, 297,
333

religious plurality and, 285

sacrifice and, 72, 301

self-transcendence and, 280

tendency toward unity in, 340, 342

tolerance issue solved by, 300

undefinability of, 298, 325

utilitarianism and, 280

Renommée, La (daily paper), 15, 150

republicanism
association with the Terror, 95

modern revival of interest in, 69

prospects of surviving the Terror, 26

Restoration politics, 15, 42

“result” term, 238–239

Révolution et de ses résultats, De causes

de la (Lezay-Marnesia), 99, 102–107

revolutions, so that institutions can
catch up, 261

Riaco, Ralph, 368

Richelieu government, 151–153

rights
historical approach, 211

independence from social/political
authority, 74

language of, 75

political rights as an intrinsic part of
freedom, 63

“true principles of freedom” list of,
74

utilitarianism and, 75, 235

rights of individuals
absolute power and, 103

collective authority and, 30–33

Road to Serfdom (1944, Hayek), 367

universality of, 103

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 12, 112–113

ancient liberty and, 112

emotional health through isolation,
203

legislative absolutism of, 77

noble savage, 203

obligation to surrender consciously,
32

perfectibility, 249

sovereign power and, 110

unlimited sovereign power and, 74

royal power, 87

monarchical power and, 42

rule of law, 59, 132, 135

sacrifice
generally, 257

human progress and, 237

of the individual to the collectivity,
30
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sacrifice (cont.)
liberty and, 223

of old ideas, 237, 243

religious sentiment and, 72, 301

self-interest and, 289

self-transcendence, 280

Saint-Domingue slave rebellion (Haiti),
125, 127, 133

Saint-Just, 57

Saint-Simonians, 45, 90, 353

Schiller, 9, 195

Scottish Historical School, 249

secrecy in government
denunciations. See denunciations
privacy rights and, 61

secret police, 3

self-defeating dialectic of desire,
215–216

self-development
through combining forms of freedom,

288

enthusiasm and, 220

happiness and, 207

liberalism and, 222

liberty and, 212

literature and, 244

political liberty and, 68, 69, 206

political participation and, 64

self-interest. See utilitarianism
Senegal possession, 131

Sierra Leone, 131

Sieyes, 38

Sismondi, 110

abolitionism and, 127

skepticism, 65

Sketch for a Historical Picture of the

Progress of the Human Mind

(Condorcet), 238

slavery, 115

1802 restoration of, 126

as anachronism, 70, 117, 140, 142

ancient world and, 53, 138–145

atrocities and public opinion, 133

British model for ending, 135

colonialism and, 125–138

commerce as civilizing force and, 131

compassion and, 141

Constant’s approach to, 116–117

Enlightenment and, 133

equality sentiment and, 138

governmental ban as outdistancing
public opinion, 144

governmental hypocrisy over, 132

historical movement and, 123

Huguenot abolitionists and, 126

imperial expansion and, 123

modern liberty and, 56

moral revulsion against, 56

morally stunting, 133

perfectibility and, 260

philosophy of history and, 138

press freedoms and, 132, 134–135

racism and, 127, 130, 133, 136, 137,
140–142

as recurrent theme in Constant’s
works, 117

rule of law and, 132

sequestering of in New World, 141

toleration for New World slavery and,
141

Smith, Adam, 81–82

Social Contract (Rousseau), 301, 303

social disintegration fears, 71

society’s existence, attributed to the
action of will, 33

Socrates, 328, 329, 340–341

sovereign power
dangers of unlimited, 103, 221

destruction of, 74

governing–governed ambiguity and,
29

hereditary power and, 26

individualism and, 74

of individuals. See rights of
individuals

laws and, 26

limits on, 74, 79

originating outside human sphere,
26–28

popular sovereignty. See popular
sovereignty

relocation to populace, 74

Rousseau on, 110

universality of individual rights and,
103

Soviet Empire collapse, 18, 207

Sparta, 12, 86

Spirit of Conquest (1814), 12, 115, 121,
135

Spirit of the Laws, The, 48

www.cambridge.org/9780521856461
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-85646-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Constant
Edited by Helena Rosenblatt
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index 415

spontaneous order, 78

Staël, Albertine de, 173

Staël, Anne-Louise-Germaine de, 6–13,
173–175, 184–190, 193, 194–196,
197

abolitionism and, 127–129

ancient–modern liberty differences
and, 110–111

apparent suicide attempt, 196

Bonaparte and, 7–9, 156

Constant’s thinking influenced by,
38

death of, 129

exile of, 9, 254

human progress, 254

liberalism and religion, 286

progress in literature, 250–254

salon of, 6

self-defeating dialectic of desire,
200

writing style of, 231

state power. See governments
Suard, Jean-Baptiste, 5–7

Tacitus, 3

Talma, Julie, 6, 8, 191, 195, 229–230,
239, 246

friendship and, 199

taxation, 80–82, 92

gambling metaphor, 82

refusals to pay, 155, 157, 168

Tendance générale des esprits dans le

dix-neuvième siècle, 89

Terreur, De la (Constant, 1797), 103,
105, 110

Terror (1793)
adversity as having caused, 100

anachronistic thinking of, 56,
110–111, 113–114

arbitrary power in, 103

checks and balances, 105

Constant–Lezay debates about, 95

Constant’s early analysis of, 107–110,
113

Constant’s mature interpretation of,
110–114

counterproductive results of terror,
105

counterrevolutionary justifications
for, 96–99

denunciations during. See

denunciations
events of 1789 contrasted with,

102–107

form versus substance arguments,
105

historical necessity arguments, 95,
102

historical outline of, 92–93

limits-on-power principle, 103, 105

means versus ends, 105

moral punishment of France
arguments, 97

persuasion as having failed, 56

progression of stages in, 100

revolutionary justification of, 99–102

self-transcendence and, 66

theory-of-circumstances justification
for, 100

war threats from outside, 97

theism
philosophical, 313, 314, 317

term of, 313–314

Theory of Justice, A (Rawls, 1971),
373–374

Thermidorian period, 38, 93–94

attempt to “end the Revolution,” 94

Constant’s role during, 94

Three Glorious Days (July 1830), 17

Tocqueville, Alexis de, 35, 88

tolerance, individualism and, 74,
158–161

totalitarianism
broad applicability of Constant’s

analysis, 31

human sacrifice and, 67

negative liberty and, 369–370

origins of, 45, 67–68

sense of political participation
through, 67–68

transcendence, 280

liberalism and, 222

the Terror and, 66

transcendentalism, 358–361

Trevor, Harriet, 180

“Two Concepts of Liberty” (Berlin, I,
1958), 69, 369

ultraroyalists, 148, 151–155, 161

universalization. See equality
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usurpation form of government, 26,
84

despotism and, 84

excessive government and, 76

governing–governed ambiguity
exploited, 28

imperial expansion and, 122

inner sanctuary against, 85

moderate politics and, 123

submission to, nothing gained by,
3

utilitarianism
commerce and, 71

initial condemnation of, 213

moral systems, 72, 210

religion and, 85, 280

rights and, 75, 235

sacrifice and, 257, 289

social disintegration and, 71

Villers, Charles de, 9

voting
cens, for voter eligibility, 156

franchise and property rights, 79

franchise as incentive toward political
education, 63–64

secret ballots, 167

voter apathy, 61

voter’s power an abstract assumption,
68

voting lists, 164, 167–168

Wallenstein (Schiller), 226–227,
240–242, 246

Constant’s French translation of,
11

war
Algieran conquest, 115, 119, 124

anachronism of, 70

army’s proper role, 88

commerce and, 65, 78, 120

imperialism and. See imperial
expansionism

inimical to liberty, 78

militarism and, 119

nationalism and, 65

nostalgia politics and, 119

spiritual mutiliation and prostration,
78

superstition and, 65

wealth equalization, laissez-faire
government and, 78

The Wealth of Nations (Smith, Adam),
81–82

White Terror, 104, 152–153

Wilde, John, 5

will of the people, 26

collective will. See collective
authority

conscious surrender to duties of
citizenship, 32

French public as victims of Bonaparte,
or complicit, 123

individual will, 66

popular sovereignty. See popular
sovereignty

state as the visible incarnation of, 33,
35

willing of the kind of freedom to
desire, 56, 63, 64

Xenophanes, 331
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