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In Sanctified Violence in Homeric Society, Margo Kitts explores the oath-making
rituals and narratives of the Iliad and articulates a theory of ritualized vio-
lence. Analyzing ritual features that are common to acts of religious violence
worldwide, she focuses on the paradigms, core metaphors, ritual fictions, and
poetic registers of Homeric oath-sacrifices. Kitts sees the oath-sacrificing rit-
ual performance as generating a symbolic text, which is interwoven with the
poetic text of the Iliad’s oath-sacrificing narratives. The resulting intertex-
tual rendering may be analyzed for semantic tensions. Kitts’s interdisciplinary
approach enlists ritual and metaphor theory to help explain some of those
tensions, including that between sacrificed animals and slain men.

Margo Kitts is lecturer at Iowa State University. A scholar of ancient Near
Eastern religions, she has contributed to Kernos, History of Religions, Literature
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To my mother

whose every story has an epic twist.
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