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altruism

and evolutionary theory, 58, 61

limited capacity for, 56

and the project of having

children, 80

and survival of the species, 64

unmodulated, defining

feature of parental love, 51,

78, 79

Anderson, Elizabeth S., 83

Aristotle

on naturalness of slavery, 85

on the social nature of human

beings, 139

Baier, Kurt, 133, 135

The Moral Point of View, 8

Badhwar, Neera, 163

bargaining, 5, 135

Barry, Brian, 104–6

Baynes, Kenneth, 84

Ben-Ze’ev, Aaron, 146, 156

Benatar, David, 16

Bernstein, Leonard, 139

black gospel music
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Blum, Lawrence, 24

Blustein, Jeffrey, 49
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See also parental love

cherished uniqueness, sense of
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cherished uniqueness (cont.)

and resonance of intrinsic

moral worth, 46

unearned sense of worth,

22

child abuse, 40, 93–5

Christians, 71

Civil Rights Movement, 97

Civil Society

E Pluribus Unum, 169

flourishing of, not liberty as in

State of Nature, 171

is beyond the grip of basic

needs, 169

linear maximation model does

not apply, 131

not sustained by self-interest,

11, 131

on the move from the State of

Nature to, 137, 143

conception of the right

concept of, 87

epistemic priority of, 88

importance of underscored by

family, 95

role of parents in acquisition

of, 93

Conlisk, John, 74

Crusoe, Robinson, 75, 76, 78

Darwall, Stephen, 74, 141

Darwin, Charles, 65

Dawkins, Richard, 60

de Sousa, Ronald, 156

Declaration of Human Rights,

84

deferential housewife, 26

Dennett, Daniel, 14

dispositional fits, 166

gratitude and politeness as

example of, 166

dominance argument, 66

David Gauthier, proponent of,

66

Douglass, Frederic, 167

on gratitude and slavery, 157

Dupuy, Jean-Pierre, 125, 128

Einstein, Albert, 118

Eldridge, Richard, 99

environment

and human behavior, 148,

150–2

language illustrates the

importance of, 154

when ennobling, 156

equal rights

do not entail the existence of

fellow-feeling, 101, 103

evil

assumption that human beings

are, 147

begets evil, 149

challenge of overthrowing,

101

rhetoric of, 102
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evolutionary theory

disadvantage of a trait of

character, 148

and parental love, 62–4

and psychological structure for

self-interest, 59–62

excellence

appreciation of, 167

can be highlighted by evil, 15

motivation to pursue, 168

and rankings, 120–2

Falk, W. D., 127

false vs. unwarranted beliefs,

70–3

family

and self-interest, 136

cooperation between

nonrelated individuals is

foundation of, 136

parents not blood related, 136

self cannot be construed in

terms of the satisfaction of

desires, 122

fellow-feeling

basis for trust in society, 100

and commitment to

excellence, 118

does not entail equal treatment

of each citrizen, 112

and enforced rights, 99

independent of duty, 103

not a zero-sum good, 111, 114

Rouseau recognized that

fellow-feeling is more than

equality of rights, 101

and societal affirmation,

118

See also goodwill

folk wisdom

and having children, 2–7

Foot, Philippa, 57

Frankfurt, Harry, 53

Freedman, Russell, 12

Frey, Paul, 165

friendship, 132, 163

Garcia, Jorge, 141

Garrard, Eve, 98

Gauthier, David, 104, 106, 133

Morals by Agreement, 8, 66

Gibson, Mel

“The Passion of the Christ,”

120–122

goading vs. guiding. See Falk, W. D.

God

affirmation and perfect will,

141

and sense of self, 40–1

goodwill, 96

an indication of, 97

parallel to parental love, 87, 96

and trust, 100

gratitude, 158

acknowledges without

diminishing, 160
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gratitude (cont.)

an effect of given trust, 146

first lessons of, taught by

parents, 163

general possibility of

expressions of, 165

possibility of, toward those who

fulfill their obligations, 159

and a self-respecting person.

See Douglass, Frederick

as a continuous sentiment, 160

as a social lubricant, 161

vs. ingratitude, 163

See also patriotism

Greven, P., 90

Guillarme, Bertrand, 104

Hacking, Ian, 12

Hallie, Philip, 150

Hamilton, William D., 62

Hampton, Jean, 80

Hart, H. L. A., 104

internal point of view, 96

having children

and altruism of, 7–9

and evolutionary theory, 58–65

rarely regretted, 9, 56

self-interested interpretation

of, 3

as a self-reflective choice, 53

and unconditional love, 50–3

universality of, 1–2

See also wanted-out-of-love

See also parenting

Hawking, Stephen, 118

Herman, Barbara, 141

Hill, Thomas, Jr., 26, 27, 92, 141

Hitler, Adolf, 72

Hobbes, Thomas, 80, 135

Hoffer, Charles Peter, 71

Hume, David, 51

idea of justice

mirrored by more than one

child in the family, 85

intrinsic moral worth

being without, 26

grounds for, 31

highly evaluative, significance

of, 45

limits to promotion of, in

society, 46

not acquired through formal

training, 29

a psychological disposition, 27,

33–6

Jacobs, Harriet, 167

Jefferson, Thomas, 27

Declaration of Independence,

The, 40

Jews, 71

Kant, Immanuel

on the need of humans to be

valued, 103

the work of John Rawls on, 29

See also religious view of morality
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Kantian morality, 23

and challenge of parental love,

23

friendship vs. parenting, 24

and intrinsic moral worth, 138

and moral personhood, 140

parental love and the Kingdom

of Ends, 38

Keevil, Brian, 165

King, Martin Luther, Jr.

“I Have a Dream,” 40

Kingdom of Ends

and an unjust world, 36

KKK, 98

Korsgaard, Christine, 141

Lafollette, Hugh 16

Le Chambon

and Jews, 150

people of, 150

Le Monde. See Gibson, Mel

Levin, Michael P., 141

liberty, 171–6

Livet, Pierre, 125, 128

Locke, John, 12

love

cannot entail complete

subordination, 125

character of, 88, 90, 124

See also parental love

MacIntyre, Alasdair, 161

Mandela, Nelson, 101

Marmon, Shaun E., 85

Masters, Roger D., 8

McClennen, Edward, 128

McConnell, Terrance, 146

McGary, Howard, 167

Mendus, Susan, 104

Meyer, Michael, 27

Mill, John Stuart, 112

See also religious view of

morality

Mills, Charles, 158

Monroe, Kristen Renwick, 74

Moody-Adams, Michele, 85, 98

moral personhood

defined, 138

distinguishing feature of

human beings, 137

and the importance of

affirmation from others,

139

presumption of safety, 143–5

moral sentiments, shaping of

case of two communities, 150–4

Montague, Philip, 16

Mother Teresa, 74

multiculturalism

as equality across differences,

114, 115

See also sexual equality

Nagel, Thomas, 25–6

Nussbaum, Martha, 83
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Parent, William, 27

parental love

bestows cherished uniqueness

without invidious

comparison, 20

bestows a sense of worth more

basic than morality, 19

capacity for as basic, 22

capacity for as basic in human

beings, 22

constant over differences, 45

contrasted with attitude of

slavemaster, 41

difference from morality,

19–21

does not entail equal treatment

of each child, 110

expression of vs. depletion of,

109

as non-fungible, 64

not requiring a biological tie,

12

not tied to the springs of

morality, 23, 24

not zero-sum, 107, 109

provides grounding for sense

of moral worth, 36, 46

underwrites self-valuing, 47

See also wanted-out-of-love

stance

parenting

blanket commitment vs. typical

altruism, 55

conceptually well-informed,

but task-underdetermined,

53

general character of, 6

involves a blanket commitment

to act on another’s behalf, 54

as realizing a conception of the

good in the child, 77

Pataki, Tamas, 141

patriotism, 160–1, 166

Plato, 67, 150.

accords importance to

children, 10

on liberty, 171, 176

See also religious view of

morality

Previn, Andre, 139

rational choice theory

and Rousseau, 133

Rawls, John, 104–6

A Theory of Justice, 29, 104,

173

regret. See having children

religious view of morality, 41

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 104

accords importance to

children, 10

admirer of Plato, 10

basic needs vs. flourishing, 169

and environment, 149

and environment, echoing

Aristotle, 154
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familial love vs. absence of love

in the state, 95

family as model of political

societies, 10, 83, 111

feature of a just society, 108

on liberty, 171

on liberty in Plato’s Republic,

172

regarding the influence of

environment, 155

and self-interest, 131, 132

and Thomas Hobbes, 135

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques and Essai

sur l’Origine des Langues, 154

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques and Social

Contract, 84, 117, 130, 173

Ruddick, William, 49

Scarre, Geoffrey, 98

Schlessinger, Laura C. (Dr.), 3

Schneewind, J. B., 40

Schoeman, Ferdinand, 40, 49

Schrag, Francis, 21

self-command, 127

affirmation of moral

personhood, 166

fellow-feeling, 128

fellow-feeling as a source of

and sense of social unity, 128

love as a source of, 124, 125

self-interest

assumption of as strategy (the

dominance argument), 65

self-interested, 54

assumption of in political

theory, 6, 8

but appearing altruistic, 59

and care of newborn, 52

as insuring survival of one’s

genes, 59

Civil Society as beyond. See

ch. 4, section 1

closed vs. open, 75

compatible with an altruistic

ending, 131

evolutionary vs. political

conception of, 58

problem of moral vs. immoral

behavior, 133–6

and Robinson Crusoe. See ch. 2,

section 4

and society, 153

trying to get altruism out of,

79

and wrongdoing, 72–3

self-interested and psychological

structure. See evolutionary

theory

self-valuing

begins prelinguistically, 39

an indication that one has

moral worth, 28, 31

indication that one is, 95

and need for affirmation of

moral personhood, 140

See also parental love
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sex act, the

and wish to bear children, 5

de-coupled from conception,

13

sexism, 15, 72

sexual equality

as equality across differences,

115–17

See also multiculturalism

Sherman, Nancy, 163

Shoeman, Ferdinand, 49

Sober, Elliott, 60

social contract theory

basic idea of, 9, 104

Sowden, Lanning, 125

state of mind

desirability of vs. acquisition of,

32

State of Nature. See Civil Society

Stinnett, Nick, 86

Stocker, Michael, 24, 147, 157

sub species aeternitatis

to live, 169

Thomas, Laurence, 8,15,21,27,40,

97, 150, 157, 163, 166, 167

Thrasymachus, 67, 141

Tocqueville, Alex de, 27

Trachtenberg, Joshua, 71

Trivers, Robert, 59, 60

trust

and care, 152

importance of, 100, 153

Ulysses, 128

Uncle Tom, 26

Velleman, J. David, 20, 91

Walker, James, 86

Wallace, George, 97, 99

wanted-out-of-love stance,

14–16

Watson, Gary, 40

Wiesel, Elie, 167

Williams, Bernard, 24

zero-sum

parental love vs. familial

resources, 113

See also parental love,

fellow-feeling
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