
LITERATURE AND FAVORITISM IN EARLY
MODERN ENGL AND

For writers in the early modern period, thinking about royal favorites
inevitably meant thinking about the uneasy intersection of the per-
sonal and the public in a political system traditionally organized
around patronage and intimacy. Depictions of favoritism in a vari-
ety of texts including plays, poems, libels, and pamphlets explore the
most fundamental ideological questions concerning personal monar-
chy and the early modern public sphere, questions about the nature
and limits of prerogative and about the enfranchisement or other-
wise of subjects. In this study, Curtis Perry examines the ideological
underpinnings of the heated controversies surrounding powerful royal
favorites and the idea of favoritism in the late Elizabethan and early
Stuart period. Perry argues that the discourse of corrupt favoritism is
this period’s most important unofficial vehicle for exploring constitu-
tional unease concerning the nature and limits of personal monarchy
within the balanced English constitution.
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A note on texts

When quoting from edited or unedited primary texts, I have for the most
part reproduced spelling and punctuation from the editions of the doc-
uments that I have consulted. Except in other people’s titles, though, I
have modernized i/j and u/v, and in a small number of cases I have silently
expanded contractions, emended obvious typographical errors, or repunc-
tuated unedited Renaissance texts in order to make them legible to modern
readers.
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