
Israel’s Holocaust and the Politics of Nationhood

The ghost of the Holocaust is ever present in Israel, in the lives and nightmares of
the survivors, and in the absence of the victims. In this compelling and disturbing
analysis, Idith Zertal, a leading member of the new generation of revisionist
historians in Israel, deals with the ways Israel has appropriated and used the
memory of the Holocaust in order to define and legitimize its existence and
politics. Drawing on a wide range of sources, many of them new, the author
exposes the pivotal role of the Holocaust in Israel’s public sphere, in its project of
nation-building, its politics of power, and in its perception of the conflict with the
Palestinians and military occupation of their territories. Zertal argues that the
centrality of the Holocaust in Israeli life has led to a culture of death and victim-
hood which permeates Israeli society, its rituals, and its self-image. This is an
important and penetrating book which offers an entirely new perspective on
Israel, its history, and the construction of national identity.

ID ITH ZERTAL was for many years a cultural and political journalist and essayist
in Israel. She is now teaching history and cultural studies at the Interdisciplinary
Center, Herzliya and at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her previous pub-
lications include From Catastrophe to Power (1998) and The Lords of the Land (in
Hebrew: 2004).
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Cambridge Middle East Studies has been established to publish books on the
modern Middle East and North Africa. The aim of the series is to provide new
and original interpretations of aspects of Middle Eastern societies and their
histories. To achieve disciplinary diversity, books will be solicited from authors
writing in a wide range of fields including history, sociology, anthropology,
political science, and political economy. The emphasis will be on producing
books offering an original approach along theoretical and empirical lines. The
series is intended for students and academics, but the more accessible and wide-
ranging studies will also appeal to the interested general reader.
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