
THE ANCIENT CRITIC AT WORK

The large but underrated corpus of Greek scholia, the marginal and
interlinear notes found in manuscripts, is a very important source
for ancient literary criticism. The evidence of the scholia significantly
adds to and enhances the picture that can be gained from studying the
relevant treatises (such as Aristotle’s Poetics): scholia also contain con-
cepts that are not found in the treatises, and they are indicative of how
the concepts are actually put to use in the progressive interpretation of
texts. The book also demonstrates that it is vital to study both ancient
terminology and the cases where a particular phenomenon is simply
paraphrased. Nineteen thematic chapters provide a repertoire of the
various terms and concepts of ancient literary criticism. The relevant
witnesses are extensively quoted in Greek and English translation. A
glossary of Greek terms (with translation) and several indices enable
the book also to be used for reference.

rené nünlist is Associate Professor of Classics at Brown University,
Rhode Island. Publications include Poetologische Bildersprache in der
frühgriechischen Dichtung (1998) and a new co-authored commentary
on Homer’s Iliad (2000–).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-85058-2 - The Ancient Critic at Work: Terms and Concepts of Literary Criticism
in Greek Scholia
Rene Nunlist
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521850582
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


THE ANCIENT CRITIC
AT WORK

Terms and Concepts of Literary Criticism
in Greek Scholia
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