
erasmus, contarini, and the religious republic of letters

Though the paradigm of modernist progression has been challenged on many
fronts, Erasmus and other sixteenth-century literati are still commonly viewed as
people who led the way from a religious Middle Ages to a more godless modern era.
Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious Republic of Letters complicates this view by
analyzing a unique realm of spiritualized scholarship that cannot fit easily into any
conventional intellectual chronology. By analyzing the lives, work, and correspon-
dence of Erasmus, Thomas More, Margaret More Roper, Reginald Pole, Gasparo
Contarini, and Vittoria Colonna, this book demonstrates how these Catholic men
and women of letters created a distinctive kind of religious community rooted in
friendship and shared intellectual and spiritual pursuits. By spanning the too-
frequently-respected gap between humanist reformers in Northern and Southern
Europe, this book uncovers a widespread, if previously less visible, network that
exhibited concerns we still grapple with today. And, in contrast to histories that
focus on politics and new economies of representation, the book demonstrates
how the religious search for meaning shaped contemporary assumptions about
friendship, gender, and the value of reading and writing.

Constance M. Furey is an assistant professor in the Department of Religious
Studies at Indiana University. Her articles have appeared in the Journal of Religion
and Church History, and during the 2005–06 school year she is a research associate
in the Women’s Studies in Religion Program at Harvard University.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052184987X - Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious Republic of Letters
Constance M. Furey
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052184987X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious

Republic of Letters

constance m. furey
Indiana University

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052184987X - Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious Republic of Letters
Constance M. Furey
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052184987X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
40 West 20th Street, New York, ny 10011 -4211, usa

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521849876

c© Constance M. Furey 2006

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Furey, Constance M.
Erasmus, Contarini, and the religious republic of letters / Constance M. Furey.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.

isbn-13: 978-0-521-84987-6 (hardback)
isbn-10: 0-521-84987-x (hardback)

1. Catholics – Intellectual life. 2. Catholic Church – History – 16th century.
3. Europe – Intellectual life. 4. Catholic learning and scholarship. 5. Erasmus,

Desiderius, d. 1536. 6. Contarini, Gasparo, 1483–1542. I. Title.
bx1795.i57f87 2006

282′.4′09031 – dc22 2005017284

isbn-13 978-0-521-84987-6 hardback
isbn-10 0-521-84987-x hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of urls for external or

third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such

Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052184987X - Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious Republic of Letters
Constance M. Furey
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052184987X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


In memory of Jim Furey

�

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052184987X - Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious Republic of Letters
Constance M. Furey
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052184987X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Note on Texts page ix

Abbreviations xi

Acknowledgments xiii

Introduction 1

1 A New Kind of Religious Life 14

2 Creating an Alternative Community 55

3 The Spiritual Quest 86

4 Necessary Relationships 118

5 Defining the Ideal 146

Epilogue 166

Notes 171

Bibliography 225

Index 247

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052184987X - Erasmus, Contarini, and the Religious Republic of Letters
Constance M. Furey
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052184987X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Note on Texts

In cases where I did my own translations from primary sources that are not
readily available, I quoted the original language in the notes. I also transcribed
the original Italian for Vittoria Colonna’s poetry, although it is available in
a modern critical edition, because of the particular difficulties involved in
translating poetry. In quoting early printed material, I have modernized punc-
tuation and capitalization.
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