
the cambridge history  of  inner as ia

T H E  C H I N G G I S I D  AG E

This volume centres on the history and legacy of  the Mongol World Empire 
founded by Chinggis Khan and his sons, including its impact upon the 
modern world. An international team of  scholars examines the political and 
cultural history of  the Mongol Empire, its Chinggisid successor states, and 
the non-Chinggisid dynasties that came to dominate Inner Asia in its wake. 
Geographically, it focuses on the continental region from East Asia to Eastern 
Europe. Beginning in the twelfth century, the volume moves through to the 
establishment of  Chinese and Russian political hegemony in Inner Asia from 
the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries. Contributors use recent research 
and new approaches that have revitalized Inner Asian studies to highlight the 
world-historical importance of  the regimes and states formed during and 
after the Mongol conquest. Their conclusions testify to the importance of  a 
region whose modern fate has been overshadowed by Russia and China.

Nicola Di Cosmo is Henry Luce Foundation Professor of  East Asian Studies 
in the School of  Historical Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study, Prince-
ton. His recent publications include Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of  
Nomadic Powers in East Asian History (2002), Manchu-Mongol Relations on the Eve 
of  the Qing Conquest (2003) and The Diary of  a Manchu Soldier in Seventeenth-
Century China (2006).

Allen J. Frank is an independent scholar. He has published widely on the 
history of  Islam in Imperial Russia and in the Central Asian Soviet successor 
states. His previous publications include Islamic Historiography and ‘Bulghar’ 
Identity among the Tatars and Bashkirs of  Russia (1998), Muslim Religious Insti-
tutions in Imperial Russia (2001) and An Islamic Biographical Dictionary of  the 
Eastern Kazakh Steppe, 1770–1912 (as co-editor, 2005).

Peter B. Golden is Professor of  History and Academic Director of  the Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies at Rutgers University. Among his publications are 
An Introduction to the History of  the Turkic Peoples (1992; Turkish editions 2002, 
2006), Nomads and their Neighbours in the Russian Steppe (2003) and The World 
of  the Khazars: New Perspectives (as co-editor, 2007).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


T H E  C A M B R I D G E
H I S T O RY  O F 
I N N E R  A S I A

T H E  C H I N G G I S I D  A G E

*

Edited by

N I C O L A  D I  C O S M O
A L L E N  J .  F R A N K

and

P E T E R  B .  G O L D E N

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of  America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521849265

© Cambridge University Press 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of  relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of  any part may take place without
the written permission of  Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of  Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data 
The Cambridge history of  medieval Inner Asia : the Chinggisid Age / edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, 

Allen Frank, and Peter B. Golden.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index. 
isbn 978-0-521-84926-5 (hardback)

1. Asia, Central – History. 2. Asia, Central – Civilization. 3. Mongols – Asia, Central – History. 
I. Di Cosmo, Nicola, 1957– II. Frank, Allen J., 1964– III. Golden, Peter B. IV. Title.

ds329.4.c36 2009 
958.02 – dc22 

2009014240

isbn 978 0 521 84926 5 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or 
accuracy of  URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to 

in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such 
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of  fi gure and maps viii
List of  contributors ix

Note on transliteration xii
List of  abbreviations xiii

Maps xviii

Introduction 1
nicola di  cosmo,  allen j. fr ank

and peter b.  golden

pa rt  o n e
T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  C H I N G G I S I D S

1 . Inner Asia c. 1200 9
peter b.  golden

2 . The Mongol age in Eastern Inner Asia 26
peter jackson

3 . The Mongols in Central Asia from Chinggis Khan’s 
invasion to the rise of  Temür: the Ögödeid 

and Chaghadaid realms 46
michal b ir an

4 . The Jochid realm: the western steppe 
and Eastern Europe 67

i stván vásáry

v

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


pa rt  t wo
L E G AC I E S  O F  T H E  M O N G O L  C O N Q U E S T S

5 . Institutional development, revenues and trade 89
arsenio peter martinez

6 . Migrations, ethnogenesis 109
peter b.  golden

7 . Islamization in the Mongol Empire 120
devin deweese

8 . Mongols as vectors for cultural transmission 135
thomas  t.  allsen

pa rt  t h r e e
C H I N G G I S I D  D E C L I N E :  1 3 6 8 – c .  1 7 0 0

9 . The eastern steppe: Mongol regimes after the 
Yuan (1368–1636) 157

veronik a veit

10 . Temür and the early Timurids to c. 1450 182
beatrice  forbes  manz

11 . The later Timurids c. 1450–1526 199
stephen dale

pa rt  f o u r
N O M A D S  A N D  S E T T L E D  P E O P L E S  I N  I N N E R  A S I A 

A F T E R  T H E  T I M U R I D S

12 . Uzbeks, Qazaqs and Turkmens 221
yuri  bregel

13 . The western steppe: Volga-Ural region, Siberia and the Crimea 237
allen j.  fr ank

vi

Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


vii

14 . Eastern Central Asia (Xinjiang): 1300–1800 260
james  millward

15 . The Chinggisid restoration in Central Asia: 1500–1785 277
r.d.  mcchesney

16 . The western steppe: the Volga-Ural region, Siberia and the 
Crimea under Russian rule 303

christ ian noack

pa rt  f i v e
N E W  I M P E R I A L  M A N DAT E S 

A N D  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  C H I N G G I S I D 
E R A  ( 1 8 th– 1 9 th C E N T U R I E S )

17 . The Qing and Inner Asia: 1636–1800 333
nicola di  cosmo

18 . The Qazaqs and Russia 363
allen j.  fr ank

19 . Russia and the peoples of  the Volga-Ural 
region: 1600–1850 380

allen j.  fr ank

20 . The new Uzbek states:  Bukhara, Khiva and 
Khoqand: c. 1750–1886 392

yuri  bregel

Bibliography 412
Index 466

Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii

Figure and maps

Figure

Genealogy of  the Chaghadaid Rulers (up to 1347) 45

Maps

1 Inner Asia c. 1250 xviii
2 The Mongol Empire xx
3 Central Asia in the time of  Timur xxii
4 Central Asia in the fi fteenth and sixteenth centuries xxiii
5 Manchuria and Eastern Mongolia in c. 1600 xxiv
6 Central Asia in the seventeenth century xxv
7 Inner Mongolia under the Qing Dynasty xxvi
8 Outer Mongolia under the Qing Dynasty xxvii
9 Central Asia in the eighteenth century xxvii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ix

Contributors

Thomas T. Allsen is Professor Emeritus, The College of  New Jersey. His publications 
include The Royal Hunt in Eurasian History (2006), Culture and Conquest in Mongol Eurasia 
(2001), Commodity and Exchange in the Mongol Empire (1997) and Mongol Imperialism: the 
Policies of  the Grand Qan Möngke in China, Russia, and the Islamic Lands, 1251–1259 (1987).

Michal Biran is Associate Professor at the Institute of  Asian and African Studies at the He-
brew University of  Jerusalem. Her main publications include Chingg is Khan (2007), The Qara 
Khitai Empire in Eurasian History: Between China and the Islamic World (2005), Mongols, Turks, 
and Others: Eurasian Nomads and the Sedentary World, co-edited with Reuven Amitai-Preiss 
(2005) and Qaidu and the Rise of  the Independent Mongol State in Central Asia (1997).

Yuri Bregel is Professor Emeritus of  Central Eurasian Studies at Indiana University, 
Bloomington. His major works include Khorezmskie Turkmeny v XIX veke (1961), Dokumenty 
arkhiva khivinskikh khanov po istorii i etnografi i karakalpakov (1967) and An Historical Atlas 
of  Central Asia (2003). He is also the editor of  the text (1988) and translation (1999) of  the 
Firdaws al-Iqbal of  Shir Muhammad Mirab Munis and Muhammad Riza Mirab Agahi.

Stephen F. Dale is Professor of  South Asian and Islamic History at Ohio State University.  
He is the author of  The Garden of  the Eight Paradises: Babur and the Culture of  Empire, 1483–1530 
(2004), Indian Merchants and Eurasian Trade, 1600–1750 (1994) and Islamic Society on the South 
Asian Frontier: the Mappilas of  Malabar, 1498–1922 (1980).

Devin DeWeese is Professor of  Central Eurasian Studies at Indiana University, Blooming-
ton. His publications include Islamization and Native Religion in the Golden Horde: Baba Tükles 
and Conversion to Islam in Historical and Epic Tradition (1994).

Nicola Di Cosmo is the Henry Luce Foundation Professor of  East Asia Studies at the 
School of  Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. His publications 
include Diary of  a Manchu Soldier in Seventeenth-Century China (2006), A Documentary History 
of  Manchu–Mongol Relations (1616–1626), co-authored with Dalizhabu Bao (2003), Political 
Frontiers, Ethnic Boundaries and Human Geographies in Chinese History, co-edited with Don J. 
Wyatt (2003), Ancient China and its Enemies: the Rise of  Nomadic Power in East Asian History 
(2002) and Warfare in Inner Asian History (500–1800), editor (2002).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x

Allen J. Frank is an independent scholar who lives in Takoma Park, Maryland. His 
publications include Muslim Religious Institutions in Imperial Russia: the Islamic World of  
Novouzensk District and the Kazakh Inner Horde, 1780–1910 (2001) and Islamic Historiography and 
‘Bulghar’ Identity among the Tatars and Bashkirs of  Russia (1998).

Peter B. Golden is Professor of  Central Eurasian History and Academic Director of  the 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Rutgers University. His publications include The World 
of  the Khazars: New Perspectives, co-edited with Haggai Ben-Shammai and András Róna-Tas 
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Note on transliteration

Arabic and Persian terms, including names and titles, have been transliterated accord-
ing to the system used in the International Journal of  Middle Eastern Studies. Russian has 
been transliterated according to the Library of  Congress system. For Chinese, the pinyin 
transliteration system has been adopted. Turkic names and terms have been transliter-
ated according to the system used in the Encyclopaedia of  Islam with the usual exceptions 
(e.g. č is rendered as ch). Terms of  Mongolian origin have been transliterated normally in 
accordance with Nicholas Poppe’s Grammar of  Written Mongolian except for č, γ, ǰ, š which 
are rendered respectively as ch, gh, j, sh. The letter q has been rendered as kh in terms and 
names around and after 1600 for consistency with more common forms of  transliteration. 
Many Mongol names also appear in Turkicized form, in particular when a people or politi-
cal unit has adopted a name of  Mongol origin (e.g. Turk. Chaghatay for Mong. Chaghadai 
and hence Chaghatayid for Chaghadaid, Turk. Noghay, the name of  a Turko-Mongolian 
people, from Mong. Noghai). Both forms will be indicated in the Index. Certain forms (e.g. 
Qara Khitai rather than Qara Qitai) which do not conform to this schema have become 
generally used in the scholarly literature and are employed here. For Manchu the system 
of  Jerry Norman’s Manchu–English Lexicon has been followed. Common renderings of  
place names, personal names and titles have been left in their usual English form.
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al-Kitā  b al-Lubnā  nı̄, 1983–6. 14 vols.
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khat.t.ı̄-i Kit ā   bkh ā  nah-i Ganj-bakhsh, vol. IV. Islamabad:  
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ed. Felix Tauer. Prague: Oriental Institute, 1937, 1956. 2 
vols. (Vol. II contains additions made by H. ā  fi z. -i Abr ū  .)
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India from Shihā  b al-Di ı̄ n al-�Umar ı̄’s Masā  lik al-abs.ā  r 
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�Abbā  sı̄. Tehran: Amı̄r Kabı̄r, sh. 1336/1957. 2 vols.

YS Song Lian, Yuan shi [The Offi  cial History of  the Yuan]. 
Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1976. 15 vols.

Yule, Cathay H. Yule, Cathay and the Way Thither. Works Issued by 
the Hakluyt Society, Series II, vol. XXXVII. Reprint 
Nendeln/Liechtenstein: Kraus Reprint Limited, 1967. 

List of  abbreviations

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84926-5 - The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank and Peter B. Golden
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521849265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xviii

Map 1 Inner Asia c. 1250
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Map 2 The Mongol Empire
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