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PREFACE

In a way it is odd that German Romantics should feature as the collective
subject of a Cambridge Companion. This series contains volumes devoted
to writers such as Thomas Mann, Goethe and Kafka. But there is no
Companion to Friedrich von Hardenberg (Novalis), Friedrich Schlegel,
Ludwig Tieck, Clemens Brentano or Ernst Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann.
Traditionally scholarship has treated the German Romantics as a collec-
tive, so that we implicitly value Hardenberg, Schlegel and the rest less as
autonomous creative individuals than as a composite entity greater than the
sum of its parts, a cultural and social grouping which is at its most effec-
tive and significant when united. And indeed, whilst no one would argue
that these gifted individuals do not each merit a volume of their own, it
must be conceded that the collective approach both reflects the German
Romantics’ self-understanding and offers an apt category to capture their
achievement — especially for a volume designed to introduce. The Romantics
were a heterogeneous collection of individuals, men and women, hailing
from metropolitan Berlin (or Vienna or Paris), but also from pious Barby,
dull Hanover, remote Eutin, Catholic Cologne, strict Stuttgart and sleepy
Bayreuth, from the military or administrative lower aristocracy, from patri-
cian biirgerlich and impoverished preaching, teaching or artisan families (if
not from the peasantry). They all believed in individual genius. But they also
all believed that genius was even more creative when fused ‘sympoetically’
with another’s. Hardenberg had no reservations about asking Schlegel col-
laboratively to edit his Fragment collections or songs, so that scholars today
are still uncertain where Schlegel’s contribution begins and ends. Clemens
Brentano published Sophie Mereau’s work under his name, and his under
hers. One Romantic novel has four authors, and most present themselves in
any case as unauthorized, collaborative continuations of the much-admired
and - criticized — Wilbelm Meister, Goethe’s Bildungsroman. Hardenberg,
Schlegel and Schleiermacher even held the Bible to be cooperative work in
progress down the centuries and seriously considered adding another New

x1
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Testament (or thought they had done so). And the Romantics did tend to
collect and collaborate in spontaneously self-constituting bohemian artist
colonies, in Jena, Berlin, Heidelberg, Coppet, Munich and Vienna. If they
did not quite invent it, they nonetheless institutionalized the received notion
of marriage as androgynous dissolution of discrete personal identity in gen-
der exchange. They both elevated reciprocal sociability into a foundational
principle and lived it. Above all they propagated collective change: restoral
of the overarching totality of the organism and the Volk.

So ambitious and ambiguous a project, and one conducted in such a style,
was from the start open to misprision and manipulation. Schlegel, con-
scious of genuine affinities between the Classical duo and the Romantics,
had included “classicity’ as a gesture to Goethe and Schiller in his most
important definition of the Romantic. But that did not prevent Romanticism
becoming for Goethe a slogan of artificial ideological division. Nor did the
collectivist practice of the Romantics prevent unwitting self-misrepresenta-
tion. Hardenberg’s fragmentary writings were subjected posthumously to
‘sympoetic’ editorship by Schlegel and Tieck, with the consequence that —
uncontested — a mystical, escapist and politically reactionary light was cast
on them for generations. Thus Hardenberg, and with him Romanticism,
was cast as the opponent of the French Revolution and legitimist restorer
of monarchy, as the apostle of primal Germanness in a threateningly cos-
mopolitan age, as the enemy of emancipatory Enlightenment and life, and
preacher of beautiful morbidity. Before the First World War it took brave
scholars — Walter Benjamin and Thomas Mann among them - to dis-
pute these labellings. Against this background, the Romantic writings of
Hardenberg and Kleist, Miller and Korner offered easy pickings for nation-
alist, and finally National Socialist, readings designed to invent a self-serving
tradition. Worse, these readings were paradoxically taken over at face value
by scholars intending to make a fresh start after the Second World War.

That view of the collective Romantic project has now, thankfully, changed.
Post-war editions of all the major German Romantics have surprised us with
wholly unfamiliar texts, radically changed the face of once-familiar ones,
or reintroduced forgotten central actors (usually women). As a result, in
the 1970s, an ‘other’, radical and anti-establishment Romanticism emerged.
Hardenberg’s blue flower, once smeared with brown, was said to have been
red all along. Far from opposing the Enlightenment, energies prefiguring the
political and aesthetic ideas of the alternative thinkers of the left — Adorno,
Habermas and the deconstructivists — were discerned. Affinities have been
recognized in the Romantics’ critical understanding of nation and culture
with today’s post-colonial theories. In a still later phase, the pendulum has
swung back, and a fundamental polyvalence has been detected. Perhaps

xil
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equally important, these newly recognized epistemological dynamics have
exposed pioneering, thoroughly modern critiques of established science.

Romanticism, then, has after all come to be recognized as a kind of
classic, with something important to say to each generation, and like any
classic demands and repays new readings. Our volume seeks, in the briefest
of compasses so refreshingly demanded by the Companion format, to do
justice to the complex phenomenon of this movement in literature, thought,
music and art both to introduce new readers to Romantic work, to famil-
iarize them with the movement’s chequered history and to sensitize them
to today’s appreciation of its true richness. The essays which follow focus
initially on the origin, nature and progress of the movement. An entire sec-
tion is devoted to exposition and interpretation of Romantic achievements
in the diverse genres of literary writing, including criticism and journalism,
writing by women and the troubled relation with Schiller and Goethe. All
the contributors have an eye on the European dimension of Romanticism,
but a further section focuses on characteristic issues put by our contempo-
rary understanding of the movement, in its relation to cultural alterity and
the different otherness of death. Finally, the volume includes essays which
recognize the contribution of Romanticism not merely to literature, but also
to other spheres of human thought and experience, philosophy and reli-
gion, politics and society, science and psychology, fine art and music. An
analysis of Romanticism’s changing image down the successive generations
concludes the volume. Each chapter contains a list of further reading, and
the volume also offers a general bibliography.

My thanks go to all the contributors for their energy and perspicuity, and
especially to Linda Bree for sound advice and criticism; also to the faculty
of Arts and Humanities at the University of Durham for financial support,
and to Janet Starkey for her fine work on the index.

Nicholas Saul

xiil
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ABBREVIATIONS

The following standard abbreviations are used throughout the book:

KESA Friedrich Schlegel, Kritische Friedrich-Schlegel-Ausgabe, eds. Ernst
Behler, Hans Eichner and Jean-Jaques Anstett, 35 vols. (Munich,
Paderborn, Vienna: Schoningh, 1958-)

NS Novwalis: Schriften, eds. Paul Kluckhohn, Richard Samuel, Hans-
Joachim Mahl, Gerhard Schulz, 7 vols. (Stuttgart, Berlin, Cologne,
Mainz: Kohlhammer, 1960-)
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1770 20 March: birth of Friedrich Holderlin, Lauff am Neckar
27 August: birth of Friedrich Hegel, Stuttgart
16 December: birth of Ludwig van Beethoven, Bonn
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2 May: birth of Friedrich von Hardenberg (Novalis),
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20 November: death of Holy Roman Empress Maria Theresia;
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Frederick I, De la littérature allemande
1781 Kant, Kritik der reinen Vernunft

XV

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521848916
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-84891-6 - The Cambridge Companion to German Romanticism
Edited by Nicholas Saul

Frontmatter

More information

CHRONOLOGY

1786 17 August: death of Frederick II (the Great) of Prussia, succeeded
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10 March: birth of Joseph von Eichendorff, Ratibor
1789 Outbreak of the French Revolution, Paris
1790 20 February: death of Joseph II, Holy Roman Emperor, succeeded
by Leopold II
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France
1791 5 December: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart dies in Vienna
Kant: Kritik der Urteilskraft
1792 1 March: death of Leopold II, Holy Roman Emperor, succeeded by
Franz 11
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begins
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1817 18 October: Wartburg Festival, student clubs against Metternich’s
repressive system
Brentano, Die mebreren Webmiiller und ungarischen
Nationalgesichter
Arnim, Die Kronenwdichter
Karl Ludwig von Haller, Restauration der Staatswissenschaft
(-1825); book burned at Wartburgfest
Union of Protestant Churches in Prussia to form Evangelical
Church
1819 Murder of August von Kotzebue, popular writer and diplomat,
prompts Carlsbad Decrees, intensifying censorship and ban on
student clubs
Gorres: Teutschland und die Revolution
Brentano retires to obscurity in Westphalia, tending visionary nun
Anna Katharina Emmerick (-1825)
1820 Schelling takes Chair of Philosophy at Erlangen
Hoffmann, Lebens-Ansichten des Katers Murr (-1822.)
1821  Weber, Der Freischiitz
1822 Hoffmann embroiled in legal difficulty and controversy when he
defends civil rights against repression
22 June: death of Hoffmann
1823 Beethoven, 9th Symphony
1825 14 November: death of Jean Paul, Bayreuth
Tieck Dramaturge of Court Theatre, Dresden
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CHRONOLOGY

1826 5 June: death of Weber, London
Gorres to Chair at Munich University
1827 Schelling moves to Chair of Philosophy at Munich
26 March: death of Beethoven, Vienna
Heine, Buch der Lieder
1828 19 November: death of Schubert, Vienna
1829 12 January: death of Friedrich Schlegel, Dresden
1830 July Revolution in Paris
Stockton to Darlington railway
1831 14 November: death of Hegel, Berlin
Bettine Brentano, Goethe’s Briefwechsel mit einem Kinde
1832 22 March: death of Goethe, Weimar
Goethe, Faust: Zweiter Teil
1833 Heine, Die romantische Schule
1834 North German Customs Union
12 February: death of Schleiermacher, Berlin
Eichendorff, Dichter und ibre Gesellen
1835 First German railway Nuremberg—Fiirth
1837 Protest of the ‘Gottingen Seven’
1840 7 June: death of Frederick William IIT of Prussia; successor
Frederick William IV
608 steam engines now operating in Germany
7 May 1840: death of C. D. Friedrich
1841 Schelling called to Chair of Philosophy at Berlin
1842 28 July: death of Clemens Brentano, Aschaffenburg
Tieck as Dramaturge in Berlin
1843 7 June: death of Holderlin, Tubingen
1844 Heine, Die Weber, Deutschland: Ein Wintermdrchen
1845 13 February: death of Henrik Steffens, Berlin
12 May: death of August Wilhelm Schlegel, Bonn
1848 March: Protest and Revolution in Mannheim, Frankfurt am Main,
Munich and finally across all Germany and Austria
1853 28 April: death of Tieck, Berlin
1854 20 August: death of Schelling, Bad Ragaz
1857 26 November: death of Eichendorff, Neisse
1859 20 January: death of Bettine Brentano, Berlin
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