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ical science to offer a general political economy framework for the study of
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cluding gender inequality). Contrary to the popular idea that competition in
the global economy undermines international differences in the level of social
protection, the book argues that these differences are made possible by a high
international division of labor. Such a division allows firms to specialize in pro-
duction that requires an abundant supply of workers with specific skills, and
hence high demand for protection. The rise of nontraded services undermines
this specialization and increases demands for more flexible labor markets.
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