
Index

abortion, 189
Acapulco, 221–2
Aedes aegypti, mosquito, 114
agriculture, Amerindian

ancient origins, 11
environmental impact, 12
technologies, 12–13

agro-forestry, 17–18
air pollution, 176, 178–80, 210
alder, Andean (Alnus acuminata), 41
Aleman, Miguel, 222
Amazonia

biodiversity, 5
black soils, 17
dam construction, 160
deforestation, 134, 193
first-world environmental concern,

194
forests as human artifact, 18
precontact human impacts, 16
precontact population, 9
resistance to temperate

introductions, 61
rubber boom and bust, 126–7

amino acids, 38
Anchieta, José de, 67
anchoveta (Engraulis ringens), 149
Anderson, Alexander, 198
anemia, 117
Angel de Quevedo, Miguel, 146
animal sacrifice, 34

Antonil, André João, 82, 83
Arbenz, Jacobo, 134
Archer, Manuel Gomes, 199
Argentina

colonial hide exports, 93
pampas, 59
urbanization, 168

Assis, Joaquin Maria Machado de,
136–7, 139, 165, 192

Atahualpa, 33, 36, 58
Atlantic Forest, 81, 92, 203, 210
attitudes toward consumption, 68,

165–6, 168, 191–2
attitudes toward nature, cultural. See

Aztecs, Incas, Tupi
Iberian, 65–8, 71
as malevolent, 67
result of historical experience, 75–6
utility, 67

auto clubs, 176
automobiles. See cars
Azevedo, Aluízio de, 111
Aztecs

attitudes toward consumption, 32
attitudes toward nature, 27–9, 32
cannibalism. See cannibalism
chinampas, 19–21
cosmology, 29
culture of shopping, 33–4
environmental impact, 21–3
forest conservation, 41
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Aztecs (cont.)
human sacrifice, 36
hydrological systems, 21–3
religious consumption, 35–6
sumptuary laws, 31
threats to sustainability, 44–5
tribute goods, 32
water conservation, 42

bagasse, 86, 209
Bahia (Salvador), Brazil, 82, 99, 102
Balaguer, Joaquín, 207–8
banana republics, 134–5
bananas

as a staple food, 63–4
twentieth-century monoculture,

128–31, 132–5
Barbados, 84, 85, 86, 120, 148, 190,

197
beaches, 220
Belize, 225
bicycles, 127, 184, 186
Billings, Asa, 159
Billings’ Reservoir, 159–60, 209
biodiversity, 5, 61, 207, 212, 219
Black Legend, 51
black soils, 17
Bolivia

deforestation patterns, 194
natural gas, 165
nitrates, 153

Bonaparte, Napoleon, 113
Boot, Adrian, 74
brasileiro, origin of name, 95
Brazil

brazilwood, 95–6
coffee frontier, 131
colonial forest conservation, 197
colonial land grants, 101
colonial mangrove conservation, 103
colonial sugar production, 81
dependency on hydropower, 160
diamond mining, 96–9
drought, 165
Dutch invasion, 83
environmentalism’s rise, 212
fertility rate, 190
gold mining, 87, 91

imperial forest conservation, 199
lack of natural disasters, 125
literature, 111, 116
rubber boom, 126–8, 133
sterilization rates, 190
threatened species, 5
Tupi geographical names, 14
urbanization, 168
whaling, 99–101

brazilnut, 18
brazilwood, 14, 29, 30, 101, 199
Brugger, Kenneth, 216
Buffon, Georges-Louis Leclerc, Count

de, 108, 109
busways (bus rapid transit), 185–6

Calderón de la Barca, Frances, 142
Caminha, Pero Vaz de, 62, 63
Camões, Luis de, 79
Canal de la Viga, 142
Cancún, Mexico, 223–5
cannibalism

abundant non-human sources of
protein, 37–8

animalitos, 37
demographic consequences, 39–40
incidence among Aztecs, 39–40
protein thesis, 36–7
religious and practical explanations,

38–9
Cardenal, Ernesto, 208
Caribbean

colonial conservation measures,
197

extinctions, 61
hurricanes, 119–25
impact of introduced livestock, 60
impact of sugar, 85
mortality of conquest, 50
natural disasters, 119, 125
population, British, seventeenth

century, 84
precontact population, 10
tourism, 221
yellow fever introduction, 114

cars, 127, 176–83, 191
Carson, Rachel, 204, 205
Carvajal, Gaspar de, 9
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causeways. See dikes
Cavendish banana, 132
chia (Salvia hispanica), 38
chickens, 63
Chile

dependency on hydropower, 160
earthquakes, 119
environmental legislation, 207
fertility rate, 190
national parks, 213
nitrates, 152
nongovernmental organizations

(NGOs), 212
urbanization, 168

chinampas, 19–21, 22, 71, 73, 75, 146
Chivati-Huacal, Mexico,

217
cholera belts, 109
Church, Frederic, 202
Cieza de León, Pedro, 51
cities

declines in fertility, 190
hinterlands, 168
Iberian preference for, 169
influence on consumption, 191–2
key to cultural sustainability, 192
planning, 169–72
precontact populations, 10–11
urbanization, 168–9, 172, 173–5

Clavijero, Francisco Xavier, 109
climate change, 12, 41
climate, role in race and determinism,

107
coal, 156
Cobo, Bernabé, 42, 49, 51, 64
coffee, 131, 183
Colca Valley, Peru, 23
colonial restrictions

monopolies
brazilwood, 95–6
diamonds, 96–9
whales, 99–101

on immigration, 92–3
on land ownership, 101–2
on manufacturing, 94
on production, 94–5

salt, 94
on trade, 84, 93–4

Columbian Exchange. See
intra-American Exchange.
Tropical Old World Exchange

biodiversity gains for America, 61
colonial food abundance, 64

Columbus, Christopher, 8, 9, 59, 120,
227

commons, 69–70, 103
concrete, 158
conservation

colonial, 102–4
conservationism, 196–202
consumption. See attitudes toward

consumption
Convention on International Trade in

Endangered Species (CITES)
(1973), 208

copper sulfate, 132
corals, 223
Coricancha, 36
cormorant, white-breasted

(Phalacrocorax bougainvillii),
150

corn (maize), 15, 16, 25, 38, 44, 61
corn and beans as complete protein,

38
Cortés, Hernán, 1, 22, 71
Costa Rica, 205, 212
Cousteau, Jacques, 223, 227
creoles, 68, 75, 108
cruise ships, 224
Cuba

hurricanes influence on culture,
125

organic agriculture, 231
pesticides, natural, 232
slave fertility on coffee plantations,

122
Soviet aid, 230
Special Period, 230
trade embargo, 231
transition from coffee to sugar, 122
urban farming, 232

Cubatão, Brazil, 160, 209–11
Cuicuilco, 29, 47, 48
Cunha, Euclides da, 110
Curitiba, Brazil, 183–8
Cuzco, Peru, 10, 36
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dams, 157–65
cause of deforestation, 160, 165
and climate, 165
cultural and environmental

consequences, 160–4
dependence upon, 160
sedimentation, 164–5

DDT, 173
Dean, Warren, 92
De Soto, Hernando, 58
deforestation, 46

coffee planting, 131, 183, 199
mangroves, 197
mining, 91
patterns in Amazonia, 194
sugar plantations, 79, 84

desague (draining Valley of Mexico)
nineteenth century, 139–41, 143–4
seventeenth century, 73–4

Desierto de Leones, 199
Dessalines, Jean-Jacques, 114
dessicationist theory, 197–8
Diamantina, Brazil, 97
diamond mining, 91, 96–9
Díaz del Castillo, Bernal, 1, 18, 33, 38,

40
Díaz, Porfírio, 140, 143, 144, 145, 218
dibromo chloropropane, 133
dikes, 19, 42, 73, 74
diseases

human. See hookworm, malaria,
smallpox, yellow fever

African slave immunities, 55
role in conquest, 52–4, 57–8
role in Haitian independence,

112–14
role in Spanish Caribbean, 114–15
urban mortality, twentieth

century, 143, 145
urban, twentieth century, 141–2

plant. See nematodes, Panama
disease, sigatoka, South
American Leaf Blight

dog markets, Aztec, 34
domesticated animals, 13, 35, 36, 37,

58, 59, 63
environmental impact, 58–61, 70

Domingo, Plácido, 192
Dominican Republic, 207
Dos Bocas oil well, 157
dredges, 143–4
drought, 22, 110, 124, 165
Durán, Diego, 32, 34

earthquakes, 119
Echeverria, Luis, 223
ecology, 197
ecotourism, 31, 225–7
egrets, 201–2
Eguiara y Eguren, Juan José de, 108
electricity, 157–8
El Mirador, 46
embargo, Cuba, 231
environmental determinism, 112,

116–17, 143
as justification for peninsular

prejudice, 68
environmental disasters, 209–11
environmental legislation, 205,

206
environmentalism, 195–6

growth, 205–12
growth in Latin America, 213–14
and historical consciousness, 203
in the press, 211–12

environmentalism of the poor, 211,
214–15

environmentalism, popular, limits of,
215

erosion, 25, 41, 46, 58, 70, 73, 85, 131,
223

extinctions, 61, 85, 219
tropical mega-fauna, 12

fallowing, 13
feather trade, 201–02
Fernández de Oviedo y Valdés,

Gonzalo, 59, 62, 66, 81
Fernández Herrera, Diego, 121
fertility maintenance. See soils, fertility

maintenance
fertility rate, total, 189, 190
fertilizers. See soils, fertilizers
Finlay, Carlos Juan, 156
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firewood, 30, 35, 103, 156
for silver refining, 88
for sugar production, 79, 82–3, 85

firs, oyamel (Abies religiosa), 216
flood agriculture, 16–17, 163
Flood of 1629, Mexico City, 74–5
flood ranching, 60
floods, 22, 187

Valley of Mexico, 71–5
food

colonial abundance and variety,61–4
food ways

conservative nature, 62
Ford Motor Company, 176, 177
Ford, Henry, 128
forests. See deforestation

colonial regeneration, 56–7
Franciscans, 66, 67
Franco, Alonso, 74
frontier, hollow, 131

Gagarin, Yuri, 193
Galapagos National Park, 213
General Motors, 177
global warming, 194
gold mining, 91
Gómara, Francisco Lopes de, 1, 43
Goodyear, Charles, 126
Gran Canal, 139–41, 143–4
Granados y Gálvez, José Joaquín,

108
grasslands, 12, 56, 59
Great Hurricane of 1780 , 120
green parties, 212
Green Revolution, 153, 234
Gros Michel banana, 129, 132
guanay. See cormorant,

white-breasted
guano, 25–6, 148–53, 200–1
Guano Act, U.S. 1856, 149
Guano Wars, 148, 153
Guatemala, 134
Guayaquil, Ecuador, 102
guayra, 88

Haber-Bosch process, 155
Haber, Fritz, 155

Haiti, 112, 113, 205, 208
Havana, 55, 102, 120, 122, 230,

232
helicopter, 182
Hevea brasiliensis. See rubber
hides, 93
Hispaniola, 50, 52, 86
history, nature’s role in, 1–2
Holywood, John of, 66
hookworm, 116–18
Hoy no Circula, 180
Huancavelica (Peru), mercury mine,

89, 90
Huascar, 45
Huayna Capac, 45
Hughes, Griffith, 85
human manure, 21, 25, 42
Humboldt Current, 149
Humboldt, Alexander von, 63, 74, 148,

197
humpback whales, 207
hunting and gathering, 12
Hurakan, 120
Hurricane Mitch, 119
hurricanes, 29, 47, 74, 105, 119–25
hydroelectricity. See dams

immigration, 106, 154
colonial, 55
colonial restrictions, 92, 98, 101
land as incentive, 101
slave, African, 55

Incas
attitudes toward consumption,

32–3
environmental impact, 23
forest conservation, 41–2
preparing for natural disasters, 26
religious consumption, 34–5, 36
soil fertility maintenance, 25
storage units, 32–3
terraces, 23–5
threats to sustainability, 45
wildlife conservation, 42–3

infant mortality, 210
intra-American Exchange, 62
inversions, 179
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irrigation, 21, 22, 25, 57,
162

Itaipu Dam, 161, 164

Jamaica, 55, 77, 84, 115, 129
Jamaica train furnace, 85
Jeca Tatu, 116, 118
Jefferson, Thomas, 108
Jesuits, 56, 67
John V, 97
Juarez, Benito, 199

Kayapó, 191

Lacandon, 192
landscape

painting, 202
sacred nature of, 43–4
social attachment to, 3, 43–4, 68, 81,

131, 162, 188
Las Casas, Bartolomé de, 9, 51, 65,

120
latifundia, 101
Law for the Prevention and Control of

Pollution, 1971, 206
Leclerc, Charles Victor Emmanual,

113, 114
Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm, 107
Leiria, Portugal, 196
Lerner, Jaime, 184, 185
Léry, Jean de, 13, 29, 30, 63, 67
life expectancy, 115, 143
llamas, 58
Lobato, José Bento Monteiro, 116, 117,

118, 177
London, Jack, 156
Lutzenberger, José, 164

Madeira, 79, 81, 83, 84
madeiras de lei (timbers under the law),

197
maize. See corn
malaria, 15, 53, 55, 115, 163,

173
Manaus, Brazil, 127
mangroves, 14, 103, 197, 209, 210
manioc, 14

Marsh, George Perkins, 197
Martinez, Enrique, 73, 74, 75
Martinique, 124
Maya, 2, 3
McNeill, J. R., 5
Mead, Lake, 160
Mendoza, António de, 88
mercantilism. See colonial restrictions
mercury poisoning, 88–91
mestizos, 106
Mexico

conservation, nineteenth century,
199

displaced peoples due to dams, 161
environmental legislation, 206
financial crisis, 162
Green Revolution impact on

agriculture, 234
hydropower, 160
intellectual defense against

environmental determinism,
108

monarch butterfly reserves, 217
national parks, 213
natural disasters, 125
nongovernmental organizations

(NGOs), 212
petroleum, 156
progesterone usage, 189
tourism, 220

Mexico City, 11, 76, 141, 142, 144,
146, 173, 180, 187

microbes. See diseases
Microcyclus ulei, 128
milkweed, 216, 218
mines, 87–91, 96–9
Miramontes, Luis, 189
Mississippi River, 58
Moctezuma I, 22, 31
Moctezuma II, 32, 33, 39,

44
Molina, Mário, 179
monarch butterflies, 215–19
monoculture, 80, 81, 86, 128,

130
monopolies, natural resource. See

colonial restrictions
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Montesquieu, Charles-Louis de
Secondat, Baron de, 107

Motolinia, Toribio de, 52
Mt, Pelée, Martinique, 124
mulattos, 106, 113
muscles, as power source, 138

national parks, 202, 212–13
natural disasters. See earthquakes,

drought, floods, hurricanes,
volcanoes

Nazi Germany, 111
neem (pesticide), 232
nematodes (Radopholus similes), 132
New World

created rather than discovered,
49–50, 56

as an old world, 9
Nezahualcóyotl, 22, 33, 41
Nicaragua, 208–9
Nicaraguan Institute of Natural

Resources and the
Environment (IRENA),
208

nitrates, 151–3
nitrogen, synthetic, 155, 211
Nobel Prizes, 155, 179, 189
nongovernmental organizations

(NGOs), 212
North Korea, 230

Ogarrio, Gina, 217
oil. See petroleum
Olmecs, 37
Omagua

agro-forestry, 17–18
black soils, 17
environmental impact, 18
flood agriculture, 16–17
scarcity of game and fish, 15

Orellana, Francisco de, 16, 18
organic agriculture, 231–3
Oswaldo Cruz Institute, 117, 118
Ouro Preto, Brazil, 87

pampas, 59, 61, 93
panaca, 45

Panama Canal, 159
Panama disease (Fusarium oxysporum),

126, 129–31, 132, 134, 135
Pará, Brazil, 51
Paraíba River, 131
Paraná River, 165
Pasteur, Louis, 155
patio process, 89
Pauw, Cornelius de, 108
Pearson, Weetman, 143
Peçanha, Nilo, 131
Pedro II, 199
penicillin, 173
peninsulars, 68
Pernambuco, Brazil, 83, 84
Peru

biodiversity, 5
guano, 25
guano conservation, 200–1
silver mining, 87–91

Petrobras (Petróleo Brasileiro S. A.),
211

petroleum, 156–7, 229–30
piece of eight coins, 87
Pigafetta, António, 66
Pinchot, Gifford, 200
pith helmets, 109
Pizarro, Gonzalo, 16
Pizarro, Pedro, 33
place, social attachment to. See

landscape, social attachment to
plaza, 169
pollen, 41, 60, 88
polygyny, indigenous elite, 44
population

Amazonia, twentieth century, 16
Barbados, sixteenth century, 84
decline

colonial, 55
environmental impact, 56–7,

91–2
indigenous, 50–1

demographic revolution, 172–3
demographic transition, 189–91
growth, twentieth century, 173
Mexico City, nineteeth century,

143
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population (cont.)
Mexico City, twenty-first century,

175
Potosí, seventeenth century, 88
precontact Americas, 9–11

potato blight, 154
Potosí (Bolivia), 87, 88, 89
Pristine Myth, 9, 30, 57, 194
progesterone, 189
Pro Monarca A. C., 217
property, conceptions of, 68–70

quinoa (Chenopodium quinoa), 38

racism, 106–7, 111, 112, 118
raised field agriculture. See chinampas
ramon (breadfruit), 18
ranching, 60, 92, 94, 134
Raynal, abbé (Guillaume Thomas

François), 108
Reed, Walter, 156
reefs, 223
Rio de Janeiro, 13, 136, 137, 175
River of Doubt, 15
Riviera Maya, 225
Rockefeller Foundation, 118
Rondon, Cândido, 15
Rondônia, Brazil, 193
Roosevelt, Theodore, 15, 18
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 30
rubber (Hevea brasiliensis), 18, 126–8,

133–4
attempts to establish Amazonian

plantations, 127–8
industrial uses, 127

ruins, explaining, 46

Sahagún, Bernardo de, 39
Saint-Domingue. See Haiti
Salas, Manuel de, 109
Salinas de Gortari, Carlos, 162
San Juan Tetelcingo dam, 162
Sancho, Pedro, 23, 33
Sandinistas, 208–9
São Paulo, 56
sewage, 142, 222, 224
shipbuilding, colonial, 102

ship’s role in trade revolutions, 80
sigatoka, 132
Silent Spring, 204
silver mining, 87–91
slash and burn agriculture. See

swidden
slave markets, Aztec, 34
slaves, African

in diamond mining, 97
disease immunity, 55, 114
environmental impact, 86
as forest service employees, Brazil,

200
in Haitian Revolution, 113
and hurricanes, 121
introduction of tropical diseases, 53,

114
life expectancy, Brazil and U.S., 116
negative influence on immigration,

101
population, Barbados, seventeenth

century, 84
smallpox, 6, 52, 56, 57, 117, 135
Smith, Adam, 10
Sobradinho Reservoir, 160
soils

fertility maintenance, 13, 232
fertility revolutions, 153–5
fertilizers, 86, 149, 153, 209. See

guano, human manure, nitrates,
nitrogen synthetic

Iberian cultural aversion to, 67–8
Somoza Family, 208
South American Leaf Blight

(Microcyclus ulei), 126, 128
space shuttle, 193
spirulina, 38, 70, 78
St. Pierre, Martinique, 124
sterilization, female, 189–90
street as public space, 169–71
Street of Flowers, Curitiba, 185
subsidence, 146–7
subsistence rights, 103
sugar, 62, 79–80, 81, 92
sugar mills, 82–3
sumptuary law, 65
sustainability, 4, 6, 78
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agricultural, 80
defined, 40

sustainability vs, sustainable
development, 3

swidden, 14, 15, 57, 81
Syntex, 189

Tampico, Mexico, 156
tannin, 70
Tapias, Andrés, 40
Tarascans, 35
taxes, lack of property, 102
taxis, 182
Tenochtitlán, 10, 19, 43
Teotihuacan, 29, 46, 47, 48
terraces, 23–5, 47, 57, 58, 69, 86
Texcoco, 10, 22
Texcoco, Lake, 19, 21, 42, 74, 142
thistle, cardoon, 59
Tijuca Forest, 199–200
Tikal (Guatemala), 18
Tipon, Peru, 23
Tlaloc, 22, 43
Tlatelolco, 33, 35
Tobago, 198
Tochtepec, 32
tourism, 219–25
Toussaint-Samson, Adele, 109
transhumance, 60
transportation revolutions, nineteenth

century, 139
trolley cars, 177
Tropical Old World Exchange, 63
Trujillo, Rafael, 207
tubal ligation, 189
tucunaré (Cichla temensis), 163
Tucuruí, 160, 162
Tupi

agriculture, 14–15
attitudes toward consumption,

29–30, 31
cannibalism, 38
environmental impact, 15
health, 13–14
population, 15
use of fish and shellfish, 14

Turner, Frederick Jackson, 110

turtles, 57, 208
turtles, sea, 208, 226
tzompantli, 40
Uberaba, Brazil, 186
U.N. Conference on the Human

Environment (Stockholm,
1972), 206

United Fruit Company, 128–31, 132,
134, 135, 221

urbanization. See cities
Urquhart, Fred, 216
Urubamba River, 23

Valley of Mexico, 21, 146, 202
Velasco, José de, 146, 202
Venezuela

petroleum, 156
Vera Cruz, Mexico, 11, 50, 60
Vespucci, Amerigo, vii, 9
vicuña (Vicugna vicugna), 42
Villa Socó, Brazil, 211
volcanoes, 29, 48, 82, 119, 125
vulcanization of rubber, 126

War of Spanish Succession
(1701–1714), 115

War of the Pacific (1879–1884),
153

weeds, 41, 59, 60, 61, 76
whaling, 99–101
Wickham, Henry, 127
wilderness conservation, 202–3,

212–13
wildlife, 57, 102
Woodruff, Charles, 110
woodstove, Inca, 4, 42

Xcaret, 226–7
Xerez, Francisco de, 33
Xitle volcano, 48
Xocotlan, 40

yellow fever, 53, 55, 112–15, 173

Zempoala, 10, 50
Zorita, Alonso de, 51
Zumpango, Lake, 73, 74
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