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PREFACE

The editors have felt fortunate in being able to draw upon the expertise of
scholars in a number of fields. We are extremely grateful for advice to Diskin
Clay, Robert Cummings, Peta Fowler, John Henderson, Kit Hume, Doug
Hutchinson, W. R. Johnson, Elisabeth Leedham-Green, Martin McLaughlin,
Charles Martindale and David Norbrook. Several of our contributors have
also ranged well beyond their briefs and responsibilities in assisting us, and
Michael Sharp of Cambridge University Press has provided all the help we
sought.

The generous support of two institutions should be acknowledged: the
British Academy and the Faculty of Classics, University of Oxford, which
together funded an essential conference that brought contributors, editors
and others to Corpus Christi College, Oxford in June 2005. Participants in
this event showed us not only that Lucretius can command attention across
the disciplinary spectrum, but that sharing cross-disciplinary expertise is an
especially fruitful, and pleasurable, way of approaching the De rerum natura.
We hope the present volume demonstrates this equally successfully.

Abbreviations of ancient works follow those in the Oxford Classical Dic-
tionary and the Oxford Latin Dictionary.
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