
ANGER, REVOLUTION, AND
ROMANTICISM

The Romantic age was one of anger and its consequences: revolution
and reaction, terror and war. Andrew M. Stauffer explores the
changing place of anger in the literature and culture of the period,
as Englishmen and women rethought their relationship to the
aggressive passions in the wake of the French Revolution. Drawing
on diverse fields and discourses such as aesthetics, politics, medicine,
and the law, and tracing the classical legacy the Romantics inherited,
Stauffer charts the period’s struggle to define the relationship of
anger to justice and the creative self. In their poetry and prose,
Romantic authors including Blake, Coleridge, Godwin, Shelley,
and Byron negotiate the meanings of indignation and rage amidst
a clamorous debate over the place of anger in art and in civil society.
This innovative book has much to contribute to the understanding
of Romantic literature and the cultural history of the emotions.

andrew m. stauffer is an Assistant Professor of English at
Boston University. He has published on nineteenth-century British
literature in Studies in Romanticism, Keats–Shelley Journal, Victorian
Literature and Culture and Victorian Poetry. He was awarded a
fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities to
complete Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN ROMANTICISM

General editors
Professor Marilyn Butler, University of Oxford
Professor James Chandler, University of Chicago

Editorial board
John Barrell, University of York

Paul Hamilton, University of London
Mary Jacobus, University of Cambridge
Kenneth Johnston, Indiana University

Alan Liu, University of California, Santa Barbara
Jerome McGann, University of Virginia

David Simpson, University of California, Davis

This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging fields
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s a formid-
able array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not just in
poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of
writing. The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers,
and the political stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what Wordsworth
called those ‘great national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking place’ : the
French Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanization, industri-
alization, religious revival, an expanded empire abroad and the reform movement
at home. This was an enormous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise.
The relations between science, philosophy, religion, and literature were reworked
in texts such as Frankenstein and Biographia Literaria : gender relations in A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Don Juan : journalism by Cobbett and
Hazlitt : poetic form, content, and style by the Lake School and the Cockney
School. Outside Shakespeare studies, probably no body of writing has produced
such a wealth of response or done so much to shape the responses of modern
criticism. This indeed is the period that saw the emergence of those notions of
‘literature’ and of literary history, especially national literary history, on which
modern scholarship in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge, this one
will represent the work of both younger and more established scholars, on either
side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

For a complete list of titles published see end of book.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ANGER, REVOLUTION, AND
ROMANTICISM

ANDREW M. STAUFFER

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521846752

© Andrew M. Stauffer 2005

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2005

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN-13 978-0-521-84675-2 - hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-84675-7 - hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external
or third-party internet websites referred to in this book, and does not guarantee that any content on

such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Mom and Dad,
and for Zahr and Layth

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgments page viii
List of abbreviations x

Introduction: fits of rage 1

1 Towards Romantic anger 16

2 Burke, Coleridge, and the rage for indignation 38

3 Inflammatory reactions 64

4 Provocation and the plot of anger 87

5 Shelley and the masks of anger 110

6 Byron’s curse 133

Epilogue 164
Notes 175
Bibliography 200
Index 215

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

Many hands have helped guide mine as this book grew. Thanks first to
Chip Tucker, Jerry McGann, and Paul Cantor, whose very different kinds
of inspiration and advice made it possible, and then helped me make it
better. They are my teachers, and along with Mark Edmundson, Robert
Langbaum, Michael Levenson, Vicki Mahaffey, David McWhirter,
and Jim Nohrnberg, they opened my eyes. Thanks also to fellow Roman-
ticists at Boston University, Chuck Rzepka and David Wagenknecht,
who were very generous with their help, as indeed were a number of
Boston University faculty members, particularly Christopher Decker,
Christopher Ricks, John Paul Riquelme, and James Winn. My colleagues
at California State University, Los Angeles deserve gratitude, with special
recognition to Alfred Bendixen, Peter Brier, Michael Calabrese, John
Cleman, Michelle Hawley, and Steve Jones. In addition, I would like to
thank my students at Boston University and California State University,
Los Angeles, who have energized my thinking about the matters set forth
herein, and so much else. Other sources of happy influence include Peter
Accardo, Neil Arditi, Bernard Beatty, Alison Booth, Charles Choi, Anne
Coldiron, Clark Davis, Jim Epstein, Alina Gharabegian, Kevin Gilmartin,
Marilyn Gaull, Andy Franta, Anup Ghosh, Dennis Kezar, Paul Kirkitelos,
Michael O’Neill, Cara Norris, Martha White Paas, Paul Perrone, Seamus
Perry, Don Reiman, Russ Schweller, Jim Soderholm, David Vander
Meulen, Swen Voekel, and Jim Wamsley. It troubles me to imagine what
the book would look like without the contributions of these friends and
colleagues, all giants in the earth.

This project was supported by a fellowship from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, and my thanks go to that organization and
the reviewers of my application. At an earlier stage, a generous grant from
the Bradley Foundation allowed me to pursue research in England. In
addition, welcome support came from DuPont fellowships administered
by the English Department at the University of Virginia, and from the

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


College of Arts and Sciences and the English Department at California
State University, Los Angeles. The writing of this book depended on the
following libraries and the people who work there: the Huntington
Library, the British Library, the New York Public Library, Butler Library
at Columbia University, the Widener and Houghton Libraries at Harvard
University, and (most of all) Alderman Library at the University of
Virginia. Thanks also to Boston University for consistently supporting
me and my work as the project was completed.
A special thank-you to Linda Bree at Cambridge University Press for

having faith in this book and for seeing it through, to Josie Dixon for first
showing an interest in it, and to series editors Jim Chandler and Marilyn
Butler for their continual support. I’m also immensely grateful to Joanna
Breeze and Maartje Scheltens, who faithfully saw this book through
production, and to Audrey Cotterell, who copy-edited the manuscript
with a keen and patient eye. I’m also very grateful for my two anonymous
readers, whose excellent advice helped me shape the argument and its
presentation.
I have presented sections of this book at various conferences, including

the North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, the American
Conference on Romanticism, the Wordsworth Summer Conference, and
the International Byron Society Conference; my thanks to all who offered
questions and contributions on these collegial occasions. A shorter version
of chapter 4 appeared in Studies in Romanticism 39 (Winter 2000) and is
reprinted by permission of the Trustees of Boston University. Chapter 5
appeared in an altered form in Keats–Shelley Journal 49 (2000) and is
reprinted by permission of the editor. Sections of the introduction and
chapter 6 were included in Romantic Passions, edited by Elizabeth Fay
(1998), part of the Romantic Praxis series on the Romantic Circles
website (www.rc.umd.edu/praxis); that material is reprinted here by
permission.
A closing word of thanks to the people to whom this book is dedicated:

my parents George and Libby, whose love and support never falters; my
wife Zahr, my greatest friend and teacher, who helped me and this project
in countless happy ways; and our dear son Layth, forthcoming as this
book was being born.

Acknowledgments ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Abbreviations

BLJ Lord Byron, Byron’s Letters and Journals, ed. Leslie A. Marchand.
13 vols. London: John Murray, 1973–94.

CPW Lord Byron, The Complete Poetical Works, ed. Jerome
J. McGann. 7 vols. Oxford: Clarendon, 1980–93.

E William Blake, The Complete Poetry and Prose of William
Blake, ed. David Erdman. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1982.

x

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521846757 - Anger, Revolution, and Romanticism
Andrew M. Stauffer
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521846757
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

