
Democracy, Education, and Equality

Many believe that equality of opportunity will be achieved when the
prospects of children no longer depend upon the wealth and education
of their parents. The institution through which the link between child
and parental prospects may be weakened is public education. Many also
believe that democracy is the political institution that will bring about jus-
tice. This publication asks whether democracy, modeled as competition
between political parties that represent different interests in the polity,
will result in educational funding policies that will, at least eventually, pro-
duce citizens who have equal capacities (human capital), thus breaking
the link between family background and child prospects. In other words,
will democracy engender, through the educational finance policies it pro-
duces, a state of equal opportunity in the long run? Several models of the
problem are studied, which vary according to the educational technology
posited, that is, the relationship between family inputs, school inputs, and
the eventual human capital of the adult the child becomes. The main inno-
vation of the publication is to model political competition between parties
as ruthless. The policies that parties may choose lie in a very large policy
space: they need be of any parametric functional form. Equilibrium in the
game of party competition is a variant of the author’s “party-unanimity
Nash equilibrium,” or PUNE.
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