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of tragic audience, 166, 169
treatment of, in tragedy, 167–70, 184,

189
generosity
as Athenian trait, 98–118
in funeral oratory, 98
toward foreigners, 98, 112–17, 138, 152

Geneva Convention, 88
gestures
in civic art, 232–34, 248
suppliant, 57, 265
in vase paintings, 194, 201, 203, 206–10, 211,

213, 216–18
gnômê, 37
gods. See also specific god
appeals to, 87
as cause of illness, 262, 292
challenges to, 238
and compassion in tragedy, 126
interference by, 87
pitilessness of, 126, 130
retribution of, 240, 241–49
as sources of evil, 142
suppliants of, 60, 62, 64

Greek concept of pity, 15–17, 50, 67
grief, expression of, 74, 75. See also

lamentation; tears
in historiography, 79
in tragedy, 142–44, 148, 182
in vase paintings, 198–204, 216

Group of Polygnotos, 207, 209
Guardian class, civic education for, 142
Gylippus, 282, 303

Harpagos, 33
hearing, appeal to pity through, 28–31
Hector, 144, 213, 238
Hecuba, 139, 292
Helios, 170
Hellenistic pity, versusHeroic and Archaic

pity, 71
Hephaistos, 236, 259
Hera, 236

Heracleides, 297
Heracles, 269
in civic art, 241
death of, 182–85
duel with Acheloŝ, 173
as epitome of male hero, 167–68, 170–80,

185
public grief of, 145, 147
suffering of, as pitiable, 176, 269
Heraclidae (Euripides), 62–64
appeals for pity in, 135–36
Heraclids, 62, 63, 65, 98, 100–4
as exiles, 110, 114–17
Hermes kourotrophos, 241–49
in sculpture, 246, 247
in vase-painting, 242–48
Hermonax, 242–44
hero. See also specific hero
feminization of, 184, 189
public grief of, 142–43
as role model, 134–37, 138, 150, 185, 187
“saving,” 134
“suffering,” 134
tragic, 167, 170–80
Herodotus
pity in, 25, 74–80, 89 (See also index of

ancient passages)
lexical analysis of, 75
self-image of Athens in, 105
versus Thucydides, 72
Plutarch’s view of, 303
Heroic pity, versus classical pity, 71
High Classical period, vase painting in,

207–10
hiketeia, 265
Hippocratic Corpus, 253–71
absence of pity in, 255–56, 270
attitude of healers in, 256–64, 271
lexical analysis of, 253, 257, 259
Hippolytus, 126
Hippolytus (Euripides)
modes of compassion in, 125, 130–33
pitying the sick in, 267–68, 270
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historiography. See also specific historian or
work

absence of pity in, 71–73, 89, 104
pity in, 17, 31, 36, 67–92
and emotional response, 39
lexical analysis of, 23, 68, 90
versus theatrical pity, 71
types of incidents portraying,
76

reading audience, 73
subjective nature of, 73
supplicatory speeches in, 49
versus tragedy, 74
Homer, pity in, 69
lexical analysis of, 23, 68, 92

honor, 68, 69
human frailty
awareness of, 132, 145, 289
blame and, 293
and merit of pity, 291, 293–95
pity for, 285, 288, 289–93, 304

humanitarianism, 98, 118
human nature, pity as, 88, 152
human rights, and suppliants, 60, 65
Hyllos, 168, 181, 186, 269

Iliad, pity in, 69–70
illness. See disease
imperial conquest
nature of, 86, 99
pity and, 1, 104–8, 111, 117, 124
impiety, 55
infanticide, in civic art, 225, 228, 233, 237, 242
Ino, 70, 242–44
Intaphrenes, wife of, 21, 31, 75, 76, 80
Iolaus, 62, 63, 115, 135–36
Iole, 168, 177, 179, 181, 186
Iphidamas, 69
Iphigenia, 134
Isocrates, 4, 12, 283
Itys, 225–37

Jason, 189
Jocasta, 52

judgment, and pity, 64
Julius Caesar, 277–79, 284, 286, 301
jury, appeals to. See forensic oratory
justice
conflict between pity and, 295–96
lack of, and objects of pity, 49–54, 100–4
link between pity and, 42, 51–52, 64
political decisions based on, 54–60, 64

Kalchas, 70
Kambyses, 19, 28, 39, 74, 78–79, 80
katharsis, 92, 124
Kekrops, 236, 237
Khelidon, 226–27
Kleon, 4, 23, 48, 82, 89, 106, 117
Kleonymos, 35
kourotrophos, 241–49
definition of, 242
Kyaxares, 34
Kylon, 81
Kypselos, 24, 25, 33, 37, 43, 75

Laius, 52–53
lamentation, 79, 144, 182
appeal to pity through, 31, 281, 287
by heroes, 142–43, 182
vase paintings of, 200, 204
as womanish, 147
laws
conventional, 54, 58
divine, violation of, 58
lekythoi, 195, 198, 199, 201, 202, 203, 207, 208
Leokrates, 37, 42
Leonidas, 71, 285
Leto, 197, 238
lexical analysis, 17. See also specific author or

work
definitions in, 17–24
of historiography, 23, 68, 90
of oratory, 24, 68
of philosophy, 23
of tragedy, 125, 132, 154, 165, 269
of tragic poetry, 23

Lichas, 171, 175
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literature. See also poetry; tragedy; specific
author or work personification of pity
in, 196

Lucullus, 279
Lykaon, 69, 73
Lykophron, 22, 26, 75

Magnoncourt Painter, 226
Makron, 226–27
manhood, rites of passage to, 168, 186
Manlius, 287, 296
Marathon, 79, 100, 105, 135
Marcellus, 279, 288
Marius, 289, 291, 294–95, 300, 303
masculinization of tragic audience, 170–80,

189
Medea, 140, 189, 226
medical ethics, 258, 260, 271
and patient selection, 261
pity in, 253
medical treatises. SeeHippocratic Corpus
Meidias Painter, 196
Melanthios, 70
Melos, 14, 74, 82, 88
Memnon, 212
men, as care-givers, 269, 270. See alsoHermes

kourotrophos
mental illness, 256–58, 261, 292
mercy, 47, 73, 76, 77, 91, 107, 278–79, 297
metanoia, 83
metaphor, gender as, 166, 169–70, 171, 177, 184,

186, 188
Miletus, fall of, 74–75, 219
military superiority, 99, 100, 103, 117–18
mimêsis, theatrical, 71
mind, as location for feelings of pity, 37
misanthrôpos, 259
misericordia, 277
moral appraisal, pity motivated by, 53, 55
moral superiority, Athenian, pity as proof of,

102
mothers
in civic art, 225–40
as pitiable, 24, 55, 58, 200, 203

Mykalessos, 90, 282
myth
in civic art, 225–40
in vase paintings, 204–10, 211

mythical topoi, 99–104
Mytilene, 4–5, 48–58, 81, 83, 87, 106, 117

Naples Painter, 214, 215
narrative technique, pity stressed through,

282
Neoptolemus, 139, 178–80, 266, 286
as care-giver, 269
Nicias, 82, 86–88
Nicias (Plutarch), nature of pity in, 280–86,

302
Nicostratus, 30, 32
Niobe
in civic art, 237–40, 241
in vase paintings, 238–39
Niobid Painter, 238–39
nomos. See social norms (nomoi)
Nurse (Hippolytus), 267–68, 270

objects of pity, 20
closeness of, 22, 280–86
gender of, 166
as suffering unjustly, 49–54, 55, 85, 88, 102,

206, 223, 262, 281, 287
Odysseus, 69, 70, 132, 139, 179
awareness of human frailty, 292
pity expressed by, 187
vase paintings of, 210, 211

Odyssey, pity in, 70
Oedipus, 52
emasculation of, 189
as exile, 98, 110, 112–17
public grief of, 145, 147
oiktos terms, 4, 15, 19, 52, 56, 60, 61, 63, 68,

82, 134, 175, 176, 178, 179, 187, 257,
287

definitions of, 18, 68, 219
versus eleos, 22–24
in Hippocratic Corpus, 253–71
in historiography, 81
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oiktos terms (cont.)
in Plutarch, 287
tragic, 125, 132

old age, 54, 56
as pitiable, 20, 24, 53, 55
in vase paintings, 198–99
Old Man (Trachiniae), 269
olive branches, carried by suppliants, 60,

247
Olynthian captives, 21, 24, 32, 43
Onesimos, 226, 229
oratory. See also forensic oratory; funeral

orations
object of, 48
and emotional response, 39
ideology of, 117, 224
lexical analysis of, 24, 68
supplicatory speeches in, 49
Orestes, 134, 269, 270
vase paintings of, 214, 215

Orestes (Euripides), pitying the sick in,
269–70

pagan concepts, versus Christian ideas,
71

Painter of Munich, 200, 203
Pandion, 226, 237
Panthea, 19, 21, 24, 25, 35
Parthenon, 223
pathos, 53, 176, 207
in historical narratives, 68, 72–74, 84,

90
patriarchy, 170
Patroklos, 69, 70, 73, 143, 144
Pausanias, 74, 81
Pelasgos, 60, 63
PeloponnesianWar, 14, 80, 88, 106, 112
Penelope, 70
Penelope Painter, 210, 211
Penthesilea, 205–6
Penthesilea Painter, 205–6, 212
Periander, 22, 26, 37, 74, 75, 80
Perikles, 112, 170

Persephone, 136
Perseus, 279, 297, 301
personal contact
in care-giver relationship, 269
in doctor-patient relationship, 264–66,

270
personification of pity, 196, 224
persuasian, art of, 31
Phaedra, 130–31, 267–68
Pheidias, 227, 239
Pheretime of Cyrene, 19, 21, 79, 86
Phiale Painter, 200, 209, 210, 243, 244
philanthrôpia terms, 258, 259, 278, 301,

302
Philoctetes, 266, 269
Philoctetes (Sophocles), 178–80, 269
supplication scene in, 266
philoiktiston, 128, 187
Philomela, 225–37
Philopoemen, 288
philopsukhia, 297, 299
philosophy
lexical analysis of, 23
pity in, 36
quarrel between poetry and, 142
Phintias, 197
phrenes, 39
Phrynichus, 75, 219
Phthonos, 196
physician. See doctor
physiology of pity, 36–40
piety, 4, 48–58, 65
violation of, 58, 62
Pioneer Group, 213
pitilessness, 4, 69, 73, 134
as abhorrent, 72, 85, 128, 134, 301
as counterpoint to pity, 279
of gods, 126
reader response to, 282
in tragedy, 132
pity. See also compassion
absence of (See pitilessness)
and action, 19–20, 37, 47, 102
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appeals for (See appeals for pity)
collective, 70, 75, 98
cross-cultural analysis of, 8, 40, 43
definitions of, 17–24, 68
detachment and, 22, 75, 79, 284
and desert, 21–22, 42, 51–52, 64, 85, 102, 112,

135, 149, 153, 219, 262, 287, 295, 300
distrust of, 40–43 (See also dangers of pity)
ideology of, dissemination of, 108
and justice, 42, 51–52, 64
moral status of, 3, 277, 301–2
nature of, 15–43, 67, 88, 102
objects of (See objects of pity)
and pardon, 19
physiology of, 36–40
and piety, 42, 56, 65
and pleasure, 74, 91
rejection of, 42–43, 83
rewards of, 150
terminology of, 2, 4, 18, 68, 75, 154, 219 (See

also lexical analysis; specific terms)
Plataia, 74, 82, 84–86
battle of, 100, 103
Plataians, 49–50, 89, 196
Plato
on courtroom weeping, 31
on gender as metaphor, 169
on location of emotion, 39
on tragic pity, 12, 124, 133, 141–52,

154
pleasure, in pity, 91, 151
Plutarch, pity in, 277–305
and admiration, 296–301
versus Aristotle, 291, 304
and conflict, 295–96
and contempt, 296–301
and emotional distance, 284
reflections on, 286–89
themes of, 293–301
transformed, 280–93
poetry
quarrel between philosophy and,

142

tragic
lexical analysis of, 23
on location of emotion, 39

political identity
and catharsis of tragedy, 124
and tragic hero, 134–37
vase paintings depicting, 219

politics, 48–49, 65, 111
absence of pity in, 123
and civic art, 235
and motive of self-interest, 98–99, 117
pity as pretext for power in, 79
and pity in tragedy, 48
role of women in, 49
Polygnotos, 207, 208, 209
Polyphemos, 69–70, 134
Polyxena, 139
Poseidon, 70
posture, 54, 265
in civic art, 228, 236, 240
in vase paintings, 194, 201, 205, 206, 208,
211, 216, 218

power
abuse of, 1, 71, 74, 78, 86, 101–17
association with masculinity, 171
and lessons in civic ideology, 111–17
pity and, 77, 91, 103–4, 117
in civic art, 249
and disease, 253, 255, 264, 266, 270
in Plutarch, 277
in tragedy, 165–90
in vase paintings, 206
and social order, 166
structure of, 106–7, 111–17
and limits of pity, 116
in theatrical situation, 165, 188, 224
Priam, 69, 70
in civic art, 238
public grief of, 143–45
vase paintings of, 213
prisoners. See war captives
Prokne, 225–37
Prometheus, 133, 259
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Providence Painter, 193, 195
Psammenitos, 19, 22, 28, 33, 39, 78,

89
psukhê, 38–40
psyche, and civic education on compassion,

146
Pylades, 269–70
Pythias of Lydia, 76, 80

reason, versus emotion, 2, 149–52,
256

reciprocity, 83, 125, 135–37, 139, 265,
266

refugees, inviolability of, 61
religion, 71. See also piety
remorse, 83
reversal of fortune, 63, 71
rhetoric. See also oratory
art of, 31
pity in, 5, 17, 25, 31, 36
weeping as device in, 41
rites of passage to manhood, 168,

186
role models
heroes as, 134–37, 150
tragic drama as, 142
Rome’s subjects, pity for, 279

Sabinus, 300
Sabouroff Painter, 200, 201
Salamis, 79, 100, 105
sanctuary
supplication at, 62
traditional places of, 246–47
Sappho Painter, 214, 216
Sardis, 76
Sarpedon, 143, 196
savior, hero as, 134
sculpture. See also civic art; specific artist or

work
of children, 246–48
emotions depicted in, 232–34
Hermes kourotrophos in, 246–47

of Niobids, 239
of Prokne and Itys, 230–37
of wounded figures, 239–40
secular humanism, 2
self-control, loss of, 148
self-interest. See also advantage
function of, in appeals to pity, 125, 265–66
political motive of, 98–99, 117
self-pity, 22, 80, 148, 286
shame, 68, 69
disease as, 262, 271
sickness. See disease
sight. See also spectating
appeal to pity through, 25–36, 165, 294, 298
and emotional response, 39, 281,
286

association of power and masculinity with,
171

language of, in tragedy, 183
Silenus, 243–45
social norms (nomoi), 53, 55, 59, 64, 95
emotional attachment to, 64
vase paintings depicting, 219
violation of, 53, 65
warrior-focused, 68, 69, 84, 127
social status
of doctors, 255
of foreigners, 109, 113
and role as care-giver, 269–70
sound, appeal to pity through, 25–36, 281, 287
spectating
distance between viewer and viewed in,

224
and gender, 168, 184, 188–89
process of, 166, 170–71, 189, 223
Sphodrias, 35
suffering, 72
compassion as source of meaning amid,

129, 132
empathy for, 174
female weakness as metaphor for, 177,

186
human responses to, 126
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and lessons in civic ideology, 111–17
unjust, as pitiable, 49–54, 55, 85, 88, 102,

206, 223, 262, 281, 287
vase paintings of, 218
Sulla, 279, 301
suppliants. See also appeals for pity
to Athens, response to, 109–11,

152
historical, 49–50
justness of cause, 61, 100–4, 119
pity toward, Athenian virtue of,

100–4
position and appearance of, 54, 64
refusal to honor, 139
rights of, 65
sacrosanct status of, 59–64
tragic, 54–64, 110, 137
and theme of compassion, 134–41

Suppliant Women (Aeschylus), 60–62
Suppliant Women (Euripides), 54–60
supplication
boughs of, 60
in civic art, 248
gestures of, 57
in oratory, 99–104
personal contact in, 265–66
as ritual petition, 55
Sybarites, public grief of, 74
sympathy, 22
in decisionmaking, 64
in doctor-patient relationship, 254
in tragic response, 126, 173
vase paintings of, 217–18

tears, 31, 57
appeal to pity through, 25–36, 41, 57, 287,

298
as metonymy for pity, 33
as rhetorical device, 41
as womanish, 147, 187
Tekmessa, 128, 129, 187
Tereus (Sophocles), 225–37
Thamyras, 208–9

theatrical experience, power relationships
embedded in, 165, 188, 224

theatrical pity, versus pity in historiography,
71

theatron, 165, 223
Thebes, 82, 84–86
Themistokles, 74, 81
Theseus, 54, 56, 130–31
Argive appeals to, 136
as care-giver, 269
compassionate actions of, 152
generosity of, 110, 114
Thrasymachos of Chalcedon, 41
Thucydides
narrative technique of, 282
pity in, 4, 80–88, 89
versusHerodotus, 72
lexical analysis of, 81
objects of, 20

Timokrates, 22
topoi, mythical, 99–104, 118
torture, 53, 78
touching
in care-giver relationship, 269
in doctor-patient relationship, 264–66,

270
Trachiniae (Sophocles), 165–90
inversions and transformations in, 181–90
masculine theatês in, 170–80
pitying the sick in, 269
tragedy. See also specific author or work
absence of pity in, 132
as civic education, 146, 223
and civic ideology, 123, 137–40, 166, 169–70
civic praise in, 98, 108–11
emotional appeal of, 91, 143–52, 165, 173–74
gender in, 167–70, 184, 189
goal of, 133–41
versus historiography, 74
modes of compassion in, 125–33
pity in, 48, 123–54, 165–90, 224
lexical analysis of, 125, 132, 154, 165,
269
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tragedy. See also specific author or work (cont.)
moral conditions for, 53, 55
Plato’s critique of, 124, 133,
141–54
and politics, 48
for sick, 266–70, 271
self-reference in, 166
suppliants in, 54–64
visual dimensions of, 165
tragic audience, 166, 223
gender of, 166, 169
masculine, 170–80, 189

pity in, 75, 126, 165
tragic festival. SeeDionysian festival
tragic poetry
lexical analysis of, 23
on location of emotion, 39
Triptolemos Painter, 227
tyranny
pity words connected to, 76, 79, 80
political superiority of democracy over, 1,

111

United States
political implications of pity in, 3

vase-painting, 193–220, 224. See also specific
artist or work

composition of scenes in, 206, 218
depiction of pity in scenes, 210–18, 238–39
evocation of pity from viewer of, 197–210,

218
Hermes kourotrophos in, 242–45, 248
inscriptions on, 197
personification of pity on, 196
scenes from everyday life on, 197
subject matter of, 206
time period of, 207, 218
violence, family, in civic art,

227

virtue, pity and, 3, 40, 42, 129, 277,
301–2

war
exaltation of, 99, 100, 103, 117–18
justification for, 102, 107, 111, 118
vase paintings of, 205–6

war captives, 49
as pitiable, 20, 24, 35, 175
rules for treatment of, 88
slaying of, 64
warrior-focused value systems, 68, 69, 84, 127
weakness
appeals for pity as, 87
and Athens as protector, 101
emotional response viewed as, 148, 149–52
weeping. See tears
wisdom, association of compassion with, 134
wives, as objects of pity, 21, 24, 35
women
association of pity with, 147–48
as care-givers, 269, 270
as pitiable, 128, 166
political role of, 49
suppliant, 54–60
wounded figures, sculptural tradition of, 240,

241
wrongdoers, pity for, 21, 297–300, 302

Xenophon, 4, 12, 20
Xerxes, 15, 25, 40, 71, 80
as paradigm of pity stories, 76
pity for mankind, 22, 26

Zeus, 70, 153, 171, 177, 179, 182
in civic art, 239, 242, 243
of Guest-Friendship, 152
lamentation by, 143
of Suppliants, 61, 62
Zopyros, 45, 76
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