
Angels in the Early Modern World

Belief in the importance of angels was as widespread and intense in the
early modern era as it had been in the Middle Ages. This volume is the
first to consider how ideas about the nature, existence and activities of
angels negotiated the religious, intellectual and cultural upheavals of
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The contributors explore the
fate and fortunes of these heavenly protectors and messengers against
the backdrop of the Renaissance and Reformation and in the context of
scientific change. Ranging from the British Isles and continental Europe
to New England and Latin America, they consider how angels were
implicated in the processes of Protestant and Catholic renewal, their
relationship with witchcraft and magic, and their representation in
literature and art. Based on original research, the essays offer genuinely
fresh insight into the moments and movements that defined the early
modern world.
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Trinità, Carmelitano Scalzo (Brescia, 1755), frontispiece. By

permission of the British Library (shelfmark 1570/5242). 210

23 Francisco Blasco Lanuza, Patricinio de ángeles y combate de

demonios (Real Monasterio de San Juan de la Peña, 1652),

illustration. By permission of the Biblioteca General de la

Universidad de Zaragoza. 235

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84332-4 - Angels in the Early Modern World
Edited by Peter Marshall and Alexandra Walsham
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521843324
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


List of illustrations xi

24 Thomas Heywood, The hierarchie of the blessed angells (1635),

title page. By permission of the Syndics of Cambridge University

Library (shelfmark SSS.21.15). 262

25 William Blake, The Good and Evil Angels (1795/?1805). By

permission of the Tate Britain, London. 317

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84332-4 - Angels in the Early Modern World
Edited by Peter Marshall and Alexandra Walsham
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521843324
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors

r o b i n b r i g g s is a Senior Research Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford.

He is the author of Communities of Belief (1989) and of Witches and Neigh-

bours (2nd edn 2002). His study of The Witches of Lorraine will be appearing

shortly.

f e r na n d o ce rva n te s is Senior Lecturer in History at the University

of Bristol. He is the author of The Devil in the New World (1994) and is

currently completing a study of the intellectual world of Miguel de Cervantes.

owe n dav i e s is Reader in Social History at the University of Hertford-

shire. He is the author of Witchcraft, Magic and Culture 1736–1951 (1999),

Cunning-Folk (2003), and Murder, Magic, Madness: The Nineteenth-Century

Trial of William Dove (2005). He is now writing a social history of ghosts.

r ay m o n d g i l l e s p i e is Associate Professor of History at the National

University of Ireland, Maynooth. He has written Devoted People: Belief and

Religion in Early Modern Ireland (1997) and Reading Ireland: Reading, Print

and Social Change in Early Modern Ireland (Manchester, 2005). He is cur-

rently working on a study of custom and popular culture in early modern

Ireland.

b ru ce g o rd o n is Reader in Modern History at the University of St

Andrews and Deputy Director of the St Andrews Reformation Studies Insti-

tute. He has written Clerical Discipline and the Rural Reformation: The Synod

in Zurich 1532–1580 (1992) and The Swiss Reformation (2002). At present

he is writing the volume on the fifteenth century for the Blackwell His-

tory of Europe and carrying out research on Heinrich Bullinger and the

development of Zwinglian spirituality.

t revo r j o h n s o n is Senior Lecturer in History at the University of the

West of England. His publications include Popular Religion in Germany and

Central Europe 1400–1800 (1996), edited with Bob Scribner. He is currently

engaged on a comparative study of early modern Mariology.

peter m a r s h a l l is Professor of History at the University of Warwick.

His books include The Catholic Priesthood and the English Reformation

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-84332-4 - Angels in the Early Modern World
Edited by Peter Marshall and Alexandra Walsham
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521843324
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors xiii

(1994), Beliefs and the Dead in Reformation England (2002), and Reli-

gious Identities in Henry VIII’s England (2006). He is writing a study of

a seventeenth-century ghost tale, to be called Mother Leakey and the Bishop:

A Ghost Story.

j oa d r ay m o n d is Professor of English Literature at the University of East

Anglia. He is the author of The Invention of the Newspaper: English News-

books 1641–1649 (1996) and Pamphlets and Pamphleteering in Early Modern

Britain (2003). He is presently writing a book on angels in seventeenth-

century Britain.

e l i z a b et h re i s is Assistant Professor in the Women’s and Gender Stud-

ies programme and the History Department at the University of Oregon.

The author of Damned Women: Sinners and Witches in Puritan New England

(1997), she is now working on a book about the history of intersexuality in

America with the title Impossible Hermaphrodites.

ph i l i p m . s o e rg e l teaches history at the University of Maryland, Col-

lege Park. He is the author of Wondrous in his Saints: Counter-Reformation

Propaganda in Bavaria (1993) and numerous articles and essays on Refor-

mation history. He is currently completing a study of the uses of miracles

and the supernatural in early modern Protestantism.

m a r ı́ a tau s i et lectures in History at the IES Prado de Santo Domingo,

Madrid. She is the author of Ponzoña en los ojos: brujeŕıa y superstición en
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