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This book offers a comprehensive examination of the language of Roman comedy
in general and that of Terence in particular. The study explores Terence’s use of
language to differentiate his characters and his language in relation to that of the
comic fragments of the palliata, the togata and the atellana. Linguistic categories
in the Terentian corpus explored include colloquialisms, archaisms, hellenisms
and idiolectal features. Terence is shown to give his old men an old-fashioned and
verbose tone, while low characters are represented as using colloquial diction. An
examination of Eunuchus’ language shows it to be closer to the Plautine linguis-
tic tradition. The book also provides a thorough linguistic/stylistic commentary
on all the fragments of the palliata, the togata and the atellana. It shows that
Terence, except in the case of his Eunuchus, consciously distances himself from
the linguistic/stylistic tradition of Plautus followed by all other comic poets.

EVANGELOS KARAKASIS is temporary Lecturer of Latin Language and Liter-
ature at the University of loannina, Greece, and the author of several articles on
Roman comedy.
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CONSPECTUS SIGLORUM

Auctores antiqui

The references to Greek authors follow the abbreviations of
Liddell, Scott and Jones, Greek-English Lexicon. The references
to Latin texts follow the abbreviations of the Oxford Latin Dic-
tionary (OLD). For authors/texts not contained in the OLD, the
abbreviations of the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae (ThLL) are fol-

lowed instead.

For Latin comic authors, the following abbreviations are used:

Plaut.
Amph.
Asin.
Aul.

Bacch.

Capt.
Cas.
Cist.
Curc.
Epid.
Men.
Merec.
Most.
Pers.
Poen.

Pseud.

Rud.
Stich.
Trin.

Plautus
Amphitruo
Asinaria
Aulularia
Bacchides
Captivi
Casina
Cistellaria
Curculio
Epidicus
Menaechni
Mercator
Mostellaria
Persa
Poenulus
Pseudolus
Rudens
Stichus
Trinummus
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Truc. Truculentus

Vid. Vidularia

Ter. Terentius

Ad. Adelphoe

Andpr. Andria

Eun. Eunuchus

Heaut. Heautontimoroumenos

Hec. Hecyra

Phorm. Phormio

Afran. Afranius

Aquil. Aquilius

Caec. Caecilius

Juvent. Tuventius

Naeyv. Naevius

Nov. Novius

Pompon. Pomponius

Titin. Titinius

Turpil. Turpilius

atel. Reference to fragments of the atellana, e.g. Nov.
atel. 12

com. Reference to fragments of the palliata, e.g.
Turpil. com. 40

tog. Reference to fragments of the fogata, e.g. Afran.
tog. 32

Scriptt. R R Scriptores Rerum Rusticarum

For Afranius, Aquilius, Atilius, Iuventius, Novius, Pomponius,
Trabea the edition of Ribbeck was used; for Caecilius, Ennius
(comic fragments), Livius Andronicus (comic fragments), Naevius
(comic fragments), that of Warmington; for Titinius and Atta that
of Guardi, and for Turpilius that of Ryschlewska. Full references
to these editions are to be found in the bibliography. The readings
of Ribbeck are sometimes adopted even in cases where his edition
is not used; this is indicated by the abbreviation (Ribb.) after the
relevant quotation.
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Auctores moderni

The references to classics periodicals follow the abbreviations of
the Année Philologique. The references to linguistics periodicals
follow the abbreviations in the Routledge Dictionary of Language
and Linguistics. Other frequent abbreviations:

Austin II Austin, R. G. (1964) (ed.), P. Vergili
Maronis Aeneidos Liber secundus
(Oxford)

CGL Goetz, G. (1888-1901), Corpus

Glossariorum Latinorum, vol. V,
pp- 529-39 (Leipzig)

D-K Dziatzko, K. and Kauer, R. (1903)
(eds.), Ausgewdhlte Komodien des P.
Terentius Afer, erkldrt von K. Dz., 11:
Adelphoe, 2te Auflage, bearbeitet
von R. K. (Leipzig)

GLK Keil, H. (1857—70), Grammatici
Latini (Leipzig)

H-Sz Hofmann, J. B. and Szantyr, A.
(1965), Lateinische Syntax und
Stilistik (Munich)

K-S Kiihner, R. and Stegmann, C.

(1966), Ausfiihrliche Grammatik der
lateinischen Sprache, part 11, vol. 11
(Hanover)

K-S followed by a digit Kiihner and Stegmann (1966),
volume indicated by the digit

L-S Lewis and Short (1879), A Latin
Dictionary (Oxford)

LSJ Liddell Scott and Jones (1940),
Greek—English Lexicon (Oxford)

McGlynn I and II McGlynn, P. (1963—7), Lexicon
Tetentianum, vols I and II (London
and Glasgow)
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OLD Oxford Latin Dictionary
RD Ruhnkenii, D. (1825), In Terentii
Comoedias dictata (Bonn)
ThLL Thesaurus Linguae Latinae
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