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China’s role in the First World War has been a curiously neglected topic.
This book is the first full-length study of China’s involvement in the con-
flict from perspectives of international history, using largely unknown
archival materials from China, France, Germany, the UK, and the USA.
It explains why China wanted to join the war and what were its contri-
butions to the war effort and the emerging world order in the postwar
period. The book also demonstrates that China’s participation in the
First World War was not only a defining moment in modern Chinese
and world history, but also the beginning of China’s long journey toward
internationalization.

In this groundbreaking and provocative book, Professor Xu adds a
new dimension to our collective memory of the war, its tragedy and its
significance, and restores the China war memory to its rightful place.

XU GUOoQI is Wen Chao Chen Chair of History at Kalamazoo College.
He is a leading scholar in the field of the international history of China,
and is currently working on a study of sports and China’s internatio-
nalization, 1896-2001. He has taught history in both China and the
United States.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521842123
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521842123 - China and the Great War: China’s Pursuit of a New National Identity and
Internationalization

Xu Guoqi

Frontmatter

More information

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare

General Editor
Jay Winter Yale University

Advisory Editors

Omer Bartov Brown University

Carol Gluck Columbia University

David M. Kennedy Stanford University

Paul Kennedy Yale Universiry

Antoine Prost Université de Paris-Sorbonne
Emmanuel Sivan Hebrew University of Ferusalem
Robert Wohl University of California, Los Angeles

In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the exploration of
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Note on romanization

This book employs the pinyin system for the transliteration of Chinese
names with the exceptions of names such as Confucius, Wellington
Koo, Sun Yat-sen that are familiar in the West with their established
spellings. In citing Western-language sources that use the older different
spelling systems, however, references to persons and places have been left
unchanged.
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