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The Politics of Personalised Medicine

Pharmacogenetics, the use of genetic testing to prescribe and develop drugs, has been

hailed as a revolutionary development for the pharmaceutical industry and modern

medicine. Supporters of ‘personalised medicine’ claim the result will be safer, cheaper,

more effective drugs, and their arguments are beginning to influence policy debates.

Based on interviews with clinicians, researchers, regulators and company

representatives, this book explores the impact of pharmacogenetics on clinical

practice, following two cases of personalised medicine as they make their way from

the laboratory to the clinic. It highlights the significant differences between the views

of supporters of pharmacogenetics in industry and those who use the technology at the

clinical ‘coalface’. Theoretically, this work builds on the developing area of the

sociology of socio-technical expectations, highlighting the way in which promoters of

new technologies build expectations around it, through citation and the creation of

technological visions.
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Cambridge Studies in Society and the Life Sciences

This interdisciplinary series focuses on the social shaping, social meaning and social

implications of recent developments in the life sciences, biomedicine and

biotechnology. Original research and innovative theoretical work will be placed within

a global, multicultural context.

Other books in the series include:

Narrating the New Predictive Genetics: Ethics, Ethnography and Science

by Monica Konrad

The Human Genome Diversity Project: An Ethnography of Scientific Practice

by Amade M’Charek
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this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  

or will remain, accurate or appropriate. 

Every effort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and  

up-to-date information which is in accord with accepted standards and practice  

at the time of publication. Although case histories are drawn from actual cases,  

every effort has been made to disguise the identities of the individuals involved.  

Nevertheless, the authors, editors and publishers can make no warranties that the  

information contained herein is totally free from error, not least because clinical  

standards are constantly changing through research and regulation. The authors,  

editors and publishers therefore disclaim all liability for direct or consequential  

damages resulting from the use of material contained in this book. Readers  

are strongly advised to pay careful attention to information provided by the  

manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to use.
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