
PLAGUES, PRIESTS, AND DEMONS

Drawing from anthropology, religious studies, history, and literary the-
ory, Plagues, Priests, andDemons explores significant parallels in the rise
of Christianity in the late Roman Empire and colonial Mexico. Evi-
dence shows that new forms of infectious disease devastated the late
Roman Empire and Indian America, respectively, contributing to pa-
gan and Indian interest in Christianity. Christian clerics and monks in
early medieval Europe, and later Jesuit missionaries in colonial Mexico,
introduced new beliefs and practices as well as accommodated indige-
nous religions, especially through the cult of the saints. The book is
simultaneously a comparative study of early Christian and later Spanish
missionary texts. Similarities in the two literatures are attributed to simi-
lar cultural–historical forces that governed the “rise of Christianity” in
Europe and the Americas.
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