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to the École des Hautes Études Sciences Sociales, Paris, France. Funding

from the Faculty Research Funds of the Cornell University Institute for

European Studies at theMario Einaudi Center for International Affairs as

well as supplemental research funds from the Faculty Research funds at

the Department of Sociology made it possible to make additional research

trips to Europe.

As the manuscript was moving into production, the wonderful staff of

the Cornell Sociology Department, Susan Meyer, Sharon Sandlan and

Marty White, helped in various ways. The research assistance of Cornell

undergraduates and graduate students was invaluable. JustinWeitz helped

to research Chapters 2 and 7. Anna Karwowska designed the maps of

protest in France, as well as created the article database. Paul Lee brought

the tables, pictures and graphs to life. Alexa Yesukevich turned a critical

eye to the bibliography. In the last moment, Matthew Hoffberg helped me

pull it all together – redesigning tables and checking all my various com-

puter errors. The translations from the French and Italian are for the most

part my own. In those instances where an idiomatic phrase was simply

beyond me, Susan Lo Bello generously came to my rescue.

I presented early iterations of this project to audiences at numerous

academic conferences as well as at invited talks at the Departments of

Sociology at the University of California, San Diego; University of

California, Davis; University of Illinois, Cornell and the Center for

European Studies at New York University. I thank Juan Dı́ez Medrano,

Fred Block, John Lie, Victor Nee and Martin Schain for these invitations

as well as the attendees for their insights and helpful criticisms.

During the time that this book took final form, I benefited enormously

from the lively intellectual community around European Studies and

interdisciplinary scholarship at Cornell University where I have the priv-

ilege to be a faculty member. I extend deep thanks to Dean Harry E. Shaw

and to Professors Leslie Adelson, Dominic Boyer and Douglas Mao for

inviting me to participate in the 2005–2006 Mellon Faculty Seminar on

Culture and Value. The collegial interactions amongmembers of the group

during our weekly meetings were invaluable and stimulated my thinking as

I was moving into a final stretch of writing.

From 2004 to the present, I have been an External Faculty Fellow at

Yale University’s Center for Cultural Sociology. During that period, I

have visited the Center on three occasions and presented the latest version

of my arguments. I thank Jeffrey C. Alexander, the Center’s Director, as

well as its Co-directors, Philip Smith and Ron Eyerman, for these multiple

xiv Acknowledgements

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-83913-6 - Illiberal Politics in Neoliberal Times: Culture, Security and Populism
in the New Europe
Mabel Berezin
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521839136
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


invitations. Yale graduate students provided cogent comments in spring

2005. On a return visit in spring 2007, Dominik Bartmanski provided

invaluable written comments on Chapter 7. Chapter 9 benefited from the

invitation that the UCLADepartment of Italian Studies extended to me in

the spring of 2006 to discuss the work of Remo Bodei. Timothy Campbell

of Cornell forced me to further clarify those thoughts when he invited me

to present Chapter 9 at the Italian Studies Colloquium at Cornell.

When the book was in its penultimate form,Michèle Lamont invited me
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knowledge” as she emailed to me humorous web postings from her family

and friends in France.

I have benefited from the intelligence and generosity of a group of

remarkable friends and colleagues who commented upon and discussed

this work with me over the years. Krishan Kumar deserves commendation

for having an almost “perfect” attendance record at my numerous confer-

ence presentations. I am always astounded when I see him in the audience

yet again and delighted with his astute comments afterwards. Juan Dı́ez

Medrano and I have discussed and debated this project from its inception.

JohnAgnew (who introducedme to the importance of political geography)

gave advice on the Italian chapters. Gail Kligman, an eyewitness to the

April 2002 French election and its aftermath, brought her ethnographic

eye to Chapter 6. Nicholas Van de Walle commented on Chapter 7.

Peter Katzenstein, Michael Mann and Sidney Tarrow were especially

generous with their time (and cogent criticism!) as they read and provided

written commentary on the entire manuscript. I have not incorporated all

of their comments but I have learned enormously from them and hope to

continue to do so well into the future. I am fortunate to have, and have

Acknowledgements xv

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-83913-6 - Illiberal Politics in Neoliberal Times: Culture, Security and Populism
in the New Europe
Mabel Berezin
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521839136
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


had, such intellectually challenging and engaged scholars as past and

current colleagues.

Ted Perlmutter helped me edit and fact check. He brought his own

extensive knowledge of French and Italian politics (as well as language)

to the manuscript – constantly chiding me when he thought a fact was off,

an idea overstated. He was my fellow traveler in the book’s opening

vignette, who was edited out of the final version of the manuscript. We

have learned that we will probably never agree as to the meaning of May

Day 1984 in Turin. I am nonetheless grateful for his insights and sense of

humor.

While it may seem banal to speak of life as chapters, especially at the

beginning of a book of many chapters, all banalities contain more than

partial truths. This book began in one chapter of my life and has ended in

another. I want to express my joy and gratitude to those who have helped

me turn the pages – at least metaphorically.

While they were not directly involved in the book production, Gail

Kligman and Ruth Milkman were staunch and loyal colleagues as well

as delightful friends who provided endless hours of sisterly discussion as

this book, as well as the vicissitudes of life, took me from here to there.

I am deeply appreciative of the friendship, intelligence and generosity of

Jeffrey C. Alexander who has been supportive intellectually and profes-

sionally in ways large and small since we first met at UCLA in 1996. Victor

Nee has my unbounded appreciation for making it possible to begin yet

another chapter of my life when he brought me to Cornell in 2002. He also

made it possible for me to meet all those aforementioned wonderful

Cornell colleagues and students who read and commented as I concep-

tualized, wrote and rewrote.

Richard Swedberg’s devotion has enriched my life immeasurably. He

introduced me to a new nation-state! He read the manuscript twice. He has

continually shared his insights as a Swedish national and convinced

Europeanwithme – although as a European he is always slightly perplexed

as to why an American would find so interesting what he found routine.

Now that the book is finished, I may have to make good on my promise to

learn Swedish. As a hedge against that promise, I am dedicating this book

to him. He is without doubt the best chapter!

Ithaca, New York

xvi Acknowledgements

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-83913-6 - Illiberal Politics in Neoliberal Times: Culture, Security and Populism
in the New Europe
Mabel Berezin
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521839136
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acronyms

ATTAC Action pour une Taxe Tobin d’Aide aux

Citoyens

CAP Common Agricultural Policy
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CPE Contrat première embauche
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FRS Forum des Républicains Sociaux

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

IMF International Monetary Fund

LCR Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire
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