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CALVIN AND THE BIBLE

During the past several decades a growing number of scholars have
come to appreciate the importance of studying John Calvin’s inter-
pretive work as a commentator on Scripture in addition to his better-
known writings on theology. In this volume ten essays by scholars
specializing in Calvin’s exegetical methods examine the approaches
and themes Calvin emphasized when he interpreted major portions
of Scripture. These essays focus on Calvin’s work in his biblical
commentaries with appropriate cross-referencing to his other
writings, including his sermons. A concluding essay synthesizes the
main features of what has gone before to present an overall view of
John Calvin as an interpreter and commentator on Holy Scripture.
An appreciation of Calvin’s exegetical labors and his work as a
biblical commentator is now recognized as a key element in Calvin
scholarship.

donald k. mckim is Academic and Reference editor for West-
minster John Knox Press. He is author and editor of over twenty-five
books including the Cambridge Companions toMartin Luther (2003)
and John Calvin (2004).
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Preface

A common perception of John Calvin (1509–1564) is that he was a rigid
logician and systematic theologian of the Reformation period. While it is
true that Calvin presented Christian theology in a more organized or
“systematic” form than Luther, it is also true that there is much more to
his theological understandings than is found within the pages of his
magnum opus, the Institutes of the Christian Religion.
The past several decades have focused more attention on Calvin’s

biblical interpretation as found in his commentaries. A growing number
of scholars have now contributed to the increasing recognition of the
importance of studying Calvin’s interpretive work as a commentator on
Scripture. To recognize the issues, conversations, questions, and conclu-
sions Calvin drew from his exegetical work on virtually all biblical books
is to gain a much wider and deeper appreciation for the nature of his
biblical and theological understandings than has been possible before.
Scholars will continue to reflect on the relation of Calvin’s interpretation
of biblical texts to the development of his theology as a whole. But an ap-
preciation of his exegetical labors and his work as a biblical commentator
is now recognized as a key element in Calvin scholarship.
This book provides a study of Calvin as a biblical interpreter and

commentator on Scripture. The following chapters are written by Calvin
specialists who have studied Calvin as an interpreter of the major portions
of Scriptures represented here. It struck me a few years ago while partici-
pating in the International Congress on Calvin Research that while it is
now axiomatic in Calvin studies to recognize the importance of his
exegesis, we did not have a scholarly resource where we could turn to
understand the ways he functioned as a biblical interpreter on major
segments of the Bible. This book seeks to fill this need and provide such
a resource.
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