
Appearances of the Good

An Essay on the Nature of Practical Reason

‘‘We desire all and only those things we conceive to be good; we
avoid what we conceive to be bad.’’ This slogan, which Kant dubbed
‘‘the old formula of the schools,’’ was once the standard view of the
relationship between desire or motivation and rational evaluation.
Many contemporary critics have rejected this scholastic formula as
either trivial or wrong. It appears to be trivial if we just define the
good as ‘‘what we want’’ and wrong if we consider apparent conflicts
between what we seem to want and what we seem to think is good.
In Appearances of the Good, Sergio Tenenbaum argues that the old
slogan is both significant and exactly right, even in cases of
apparent conflict between our desires and our evaluative judg-
ments. Maintaining that the good is the formal end of practical
inquiry in much the same way that truth is the formal end of the-
oretical inquiry, this book provides a fully unified account of
motivation and evaluation.

Sergio Tenenbaum is an associate professor of philosophy at the
University of Toronto. He has contributed to Philosophy and
Phenomenological Research, Noûs, Philosophical Quarterly, and Oxford
Studies in Metaethics, and he is editor of New Perspectives in Moral
Psychology.
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