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the practice of different organizations examined.
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Preface

This book was designed in 1996, at the time the first edition was pub-
lished, to meet a perceived need for a work of both an academic and
practical character, specifically on the institutional, as contrasted with
the functional or operational, law of international organizations. While
there was and is some literature on the subject, it did not and does not
have an adequate academic orientation or was not or is not sufficiently
specialized in the institutional field.

The first edition required updating, revision and addition of a much
needed Chapter 8 on judicial organs of international organizations, con-
sequent upon the attention being paid and emphasis being given in
the life of international organizations to international administrative
courts, particularly, and also to the two ad hoc international criminal
tribunals as organs of organizations, in that they are established and
financed by organizations.

The fact that the first edition sold out and is out of print was also
a consideration for doing a second edition at this point in time. Some
useful suggestions made by reviewers of the first edition have been taken
into account for this second edition. Generally the book speaks for itself.
One of the important characteristics of the book is that it identifies and
discusses principles, where they exist, while acknowledging in other
areas that practices could differ.

I was in no small measure encouraged to undertake this second edi-
tion by the positive reviews given to the original book, not to men-
tion the fact that the first edition was well received and acclaimed
in academia and among professional international lawyers and admin-
istrators. It should undoubtedly continue to be of use and inter-
est alike to academics, practitioners and students both graduate and
undergraduate.

xiii
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xiv preface

I should like to express my gratitude to my friends, Laura and Emily
Crow, who assiduously and with ardour typed the new chapter 8 and
the expanded chapter 16.

C. F. Amerasinghe
Maryland
U.S.A.
November 2003
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