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The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes’s ‘Leviathan’ makes
a new departure in Hobbes scholarship, addressing a philoso-
pher whose major works, including Leviathan, were pub-
lished in Latin on the Continent and whose impact was as
great on Continental European theories of state and legal sys-
tems as it was at home. This volume is a systematic attempt
to incorporate work from both the Anglophone and Con-
tinental traditions, bringing together newly commissioned
work by scholars from ten different countries in a topic-
by-topic sequence of essays that follows the structure of
Leviathan, reexamining the relationship among Hobbes’s
physics, metaphysics, politics, psychology, and religion. Col-
lectively they showcase important revisionist scholarship
that recontextualizes Leviathan and its reception, demon-
strating the degree to which Hobbes was indebted to the long
tradition of European humanist thought. This Cambridge
Companion shows that Hobbes’s legacy was never lost and
that he belongs to a tradition of reflection on political theory
and governance that is still alive, both in Europe and in the
diaspora.

Patricia Springborg, formerly a professor in political theory
at the University of Sydney, is now professor in the School of
Economics of the Free University of Bolzano, Italy. A mem-
ber of the Australian Academy of the Social Sciences, she has
been a visiting Fellow at research institutes in Berlin, Oxford,
and Uppsala, and was the recipient of a John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Award, taken up at the Brookings Institution
in Washington, D.C. She is the author of The Problem of
Human Needs and the Critique of Civilization, Royal Per-
sons, Western Republicanism and the Oriental Prince, Mary
Astell: Theorist of Freedom from Domination, and three edi-
tions of Mary Astell’s writings. She has also published a num-
ber of articles on Hobbes and has coedited a critical edition
of Hobbes’s Historia Ecclesiastica.
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writing on the political thought of Alexis de Tocqueville.

Cees Leijenhorst, Ph.D. (1998) in Philosophy, Utrecht Univer-
sity (Netherlands), is Senior Lecturer in the History of Modern

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-83667-8 - The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes's Leviathan
Edited by Patricia Springborg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521836678
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors xiii

Philosophy at Radboud University Nijmegen (The Netherlands). He
is the author of The Mechanisation of Aristotelianism. The Late
Aristotelian Setting of Thomas Hobbes’ Natural Philosophy (Leiden,
2002) and numerous articles on Hobbes and early modern natural
philosophy and philosophical psychology. He coedited The Dynam-
ics of Aristotelian Natural Philosophy from Antiquity to the Seven-
teenth Century (Leiden, 2002).

Franck Lessay is Professor of English Civilization at the Sorbonne
Nouvelle–Paris III University. His research deals mostly with the
history of political and religious ideas. Besides articles, his main
publications include: Souveraineté et légitimité chez Hobbes (Paris,
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don Press, 2005), unless otherwise indicated.
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DNB = Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford, Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1995).

EW = The English Works of Thomas Hobbes, ed. Sir William
Molesworth, 11 vols. (London, Bohn, 1839–45).

Hobbes, Correspondence = Hobbes, The Correspondence, ed. Noel
Malcolm, Clarendon Edition of the Works of Hobbes (Oxford,
Clarendon Press, 1994), vols. 6 and 7.

Hist. Narr. = Historical Narration Concerning Heresy, 1668

(EW, IV).
Lev., Leviathan, = Leviathan [1651], with selected variants from

the Latin edition of 1668 ed. Edwin Curley (Indianapolis,
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xviii Method of Citation

Hackett Publishing Company, 1994), referencing chapter (small
Roman numerals), section (Arabic numerals), followed by pagina-
tion of the Head edition/the Curley edition.

OL = Thomae Hobbes . . . Opera Philosophica quae Latine scrisit
omnia, Sir William Molesworth, ed., 5 vols. (London, Bohn, 1839–
45).
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