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Academic skeptics, 359
on Socrates, 356, 361

Achilles, 42, 273–274
Adkins, A.W. H. 

on representation of Socrates in 
Clouds, 86n22

Aelius Theon, 33
Progymnasmata, 33

Aeschines, 27–33, 143n15, 155
Alcibiades, 28–30, 32, 216
Aspasia, 30–32
on conviction of Socrates, 147
source of Socrates, 9, 13, 24, 26
see also Socratics

Aeschylus, 113
Agathon, 77n4, 107, 251
agora,

Socrates philosophizing in, 171,
335–336

akrasia
as figured in Socratic problem, 15
Socrates’ view on, 303, 310,

311–313 (see also Socratic
ethics and psychology 
of action)

Alcibiades, 143n13, 163, 164, 165,
171, 172, 247, 249, 254, 336

in the work of Aeschines, 28–30, 32
in the work of Plato, 33
in the work of Xenophon 

(see Xenophon: portrayal 
of Alcibiades)

Alexamenos of Teos, 356
Alexander the Great, 49
Ameipsias, 58, 87
Anaxagoras, 80, 86, 87, 94, 130, 180n6
Anaximander, 91n2

Anaximines, 91n2
Andocides, 166
Annas, J., 234n30

The Morality of Happiness, 277n27
on Socratic ethics, 276, 277n27

Antiochus, 367
Antipater, on Socrates’ divine 

sign, 374
Antiphon, 69, 93n9, 94

criticism of Socrates, 60
on democracy, 104
as greatest of sophists, 93
rhetoric and, 101

Antisthenes, 27, 32, 33, 35, 39,
42–45, 62

Aspasia, 32
Ajax, 42
epistemological debate with Plato, 

42–43
ethics, 43
on Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey,

44–45
on Socratic ethics, 360–361
source of Socrates, 9, 24, 26, 355,

359–360
Ulysses, 42
see also Socratics

Anytus, 180, 279
Apollo, 123; see also Delphic oracle
Apollodorus, 62
Aquinas, 273
Araspas, 62–63
Arcesilaus, 218–219, 234, 359

Socrates and, 364–367
argument, forensic 

Athenians’ fear of, 93
as province of sophists, 93
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Aristides, 161, 356
Aristides, Aelius, 25
Aristippus from Cyrene, 24, 27, 35,

39–41, 358
conversion to philosophy as 

reported by Aeschines, 33
defense of the apolitical life, 58–59
on his way of life, 40
source of Socrates, 24, 80n9
in Xenophon’s Memorabilia, 39
see also Cyrenaic school; Socratics

Aristo, 359, 363, 364
Aristodemus, 70
Aristophanes, 115

Birds, 248n25
Clouds, xiii, xiv, 6, 75–88, 94, 134,

142n13, 170, 171, 216n2, 239,
248n25, 336

summary, 77–80
sophists in, 80, 81, 83

Knights, 82
Socrates’ pedagogy, 82–83
source of Socrates, xiii, 1, 6,

75–88, 94
Wasps, 248n25
see also Socratics

Aristotle
on akrasia, 261n3, 262n4
on benefaction, 53–54
on the good, 264–265, 273, 277n27,

282–284, 289n58, 302n17
on the Republic, 344, 346
source of Socrates, xiii, 1, 7–8, 11,

13, 16, 179, 356, 359,
368–369

Aristoxenus, 368, 369
asceticism

necessary for kingship, 58
of Socrates, 58–59
see also self-control; self-mastery 

(enkrateia)
Aspasia, 30–32

conversation with Xenophon and 
his wife, 30–32

on matters of love (ta erôtika), 31
in Plato’s Menexenus, 32

ataraxia, 234
atheism, 92
Athenaeus, 13

Athens
civic life, 150–153, 157
aftermath of reign of the Thirty, 169
regulation of birth, upbringing, and 

education, 158–163
Augustine, Saint 

comparison to Socrates, 320–321
on Socrates’ divine sign, 376

Averroes, 345n22

battle of Arginusae, 337
benefaction, 51–60 (see also Aristotle:

on benefaction; Thucydides: on 
benefaction)

Benson, H., xiv, 111n1, 219n6,
228n24

Berk, M., 215
Bett, R., xiv, 233n28, 234n29
Bobonich, C., xiv
Brickhouse, T.C., 2n4, 3n7, 221n9,

223n11
on Socratic problem, 19n50

Burnet, John, 5
Burnyeat, M., 204n9, 211–212

Callias, 30, 44
Callicles, 205, 247, 249, 250, 251, 254,

272
Cato, 371
Cebes, 9n24, 26, 62

Pinax, 26
Cephalus, 164, 165
Chaerephon, 165

Delphic Oracle and, 56, 88, 180, 342
Charicles, 168n57
Charmides, 63, 164, 167, 191, 336
Christ, J., 26
Christianity, Socrates and, 356,

376–377
Chrysippus, 375n52
Cicero, 371

on Arcesilaus’s interpretation of 
Socrates, 365

on authenticity of Plato’s Socrates, 
13, 357

De Oratore, 242
on Epicurus, 244
on irony, 240, 242
source of Euclides, 36
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Cleiton, 35
Cohen, Sacha Baron, as ironist, 244
Colotes, 370
Critias, 55, 143n13, 163, 164, 165,

167, 171, 172, 191, 205–206, 336
Crito, 9n24, 26, 149, 164, 182n12
Critobolous, 69, 71–72
custom (nomos), 98

critical attitude toward, 99–100,
105–106

as distinct from law, 100
justice and, 99–100

Cynic school, 358, 361
on Socrates, 356

Cyrenaic school, 40, 361
ethical teachings, 40–41

Cyrus the Great, 52–53, 57
(see also Xenophon: portrayal 
of Cyrus the Great)

Cyrus the Younger, 72

Daedelus, 69n24
daimonion (see divine sign)
Damon the Athenian, 85, 86
Davidson, D., 202n4
definition

as figured in Socratic method, 
193–198

see also Priority of Definition 
thesis

Delphic oracle, 10, 88, 114, 123, 180,
211, 246, 301, 343

Socratic problem and, 17n47, 19
Plato’s account of, 56, 67n17
Xenophon’s account of, 56, 66–67

Deman, T., 8n22, 16n42
democracy

Athenian democratic culture and 
Socrates, 148–166, 175

compatibility with Socrates’ ethical 
commitments, 157–163, 173

elenchus and, 104–105
in Republic, 348–349
Greek, 72
principles of Athenian 

democracy, 172
Democritus, 87, 94

on the gods, 131n40
Demosthenes, 101, 155

Denyer, N., 68n22
desire (see Socratic ethics and 

psychology of action)
Dickey, Eleanor, on friendship terms 

of address in Plato, 250
Dio of Prusa, 356, 358n4
Diogenes of Apollonia, 85, 86
Diogenes the Cynic, 155, 361–362
Diogenes Laertius, 180n6

source of Antisthenes, 43
source of Euclides of Megara, 

37, 38
source of Socrates, xiii, 9n24, 13,

24, 26, 130, 357–358
Diogenes of Melos, 87
Dionysius, 35
Dionysodorus, 205n10
Diotima, 107, 206

instructing Socrates in 
matters of love, 32–33

divination
eudaimonic need for, 67, 70
necessary for kingship, 70
not within our control, 70
Socrates’ gift of, 67
see also divine sign

Divine Command Theory 
Socrates against, 117

divine sign (daimonion), 132n46, 356,
374–377

causes others to envy Socrates, 65, 66
influence on Socrates’ erotic 

relationships, 68
keeps Socrates out of politics, 66
portrayal in Clouds, 78n7
role in Socrates’ trial, 125–127,

132–134
as Socrates’ moral guide, 157

Donnellan, K., 286n47
Dorion, L.-A., 2n3
Döring, K., 17n46
Dupréel, E., 12n33

on Socratic problem, 12

egoism, 272 (see also rational
eudaimonism; Socratic ethics and 
psychology of action)

elenchus, 182
conceptions of, 105
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definition testing, 193–198
democracy and, 104
use of, 10, 15, 84, 103, 104, 115n9,

185–198
understanding of in Plato and 

Xenophon, 55n11
see also Socratic method

Empedocles, 80
Epictetus, 362

on Socratic elenchus, 370–374
on Socrates’ divine sign, 374
as source of Socrates, 85n20, 358,

378
Epicurean school 

on Socrates, 357, 369–370
on Stoics, 370

Epicurus, 244, 361, 369
eristic,558n, 38
ethics (see rational eudaimonism; 

Socratic ethics and psychology of 
action)

Euclides of Megara, 24, 27, 36–38
on logic, 38
on the good, 36
source of Socrates, 24, 26
see also Socratics; Fritz, K. von

eudaimonism, psychological 
definition, 296–297
in the Gorgias, 309–311
as Socratic thesis, 297–313,

321n50, 329
eudaimonism, rational 

akrasia and, 310
definition, 296–297
modern moral philosophy and, 321,

329
in the Gorgias, 307–308
in the Protagoras, 312–313
as Socratic thesis, 297–313,

326–328, 329
whether unacceptably egoistic, 330
see also Socratic ethics and 

psychology of action
Eudoxus, 264
Euripides, 69, 79
Eusebius, 40
Euthydemus, 205n10

relationship with Socrates, 68–70

Xenophon’s portrayal of compared 
with Plato’s portrayal of, 
68–69

Euthyphro, 237–238, 251, 254, 256
conversation with Socrates, 

340–341
Eupolis, 58
Euripides, 95, 113
exegesis, comparative 

as way of circumventing Socratic 
problem, 19–21

fineness (to kalon), in Hippias Major,
222, 223, 251

Frege, G., 286n47
Fritz, K. von, on Euclides of Megara, 

37–38
Founding Fathers, 345n17

on Republic, 345, 346

Gaertner, J.F., 79n8
Geach, P. 196–197
Gelzer, T., 80n9
Gigon, O., 12n33

on Socratic problem, 
9n26, 12, 21

Glaucon, 9n24, 26, 160
gods

consistency concerning, 103–104
storytelling about, 96
see also religion

Gomperz, H., 6n14
Gorgias, 92, 94, 164, 256n40
Graham, D.W., 10
Gray, V., 55n12, 67n18
Griswold, C., xiv

happiness (eudaimonia)
central to ancient ethical thought, 

293
in early Greek literature, 

294–295
end of human action, 260, 264n8,

266–267n13, 296
etymology of, 294
human nature and, 318–319
relation to virtue, 299, 314–326

Stoic view, 317
as well-being, 295–296

elenchus (cont.)
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see also eudaimonism, rational; 
Socratic ethics and psychology 
of action

Hegel, G. W. H., 54n9, 241n11
Helen of Troy, 77
Hera, 119
Heraclitus, 113, 356
Hermes, 61
Herodotus, 50n7, 51n8

on custom, 98–99
similarities to Xenophon,218n, 50

Hesiod, 113, 131
Works and Days, 294

Hiero, 51–52
Hippias, 44, 94, 191, 238, 251, 254,

256, 274–275
Historical Socrates (see Socratic

problem)
Homer, 42, 44, 113, 119, 131

Iliad, 27n10, 44, 112, 159
Odyssey, 44

Hubbard, T., 81
Husi, S., 24
Hypereides, 143n15

ignorance
of interlocutors, 182–183
Socrates’ profession of, 215–235,

337
in Apology, 218–225
in Theatetus, 232–233

irony, 237–257, 367
in Apology, 239, 246–247
in Aristophanes’ Socrates, 239
in Aristotle’s portraits of Socrates, 

239–240
dramatic, 238n2
Epicureans’ criticism, 244
ironic praise, 249–253
in Hippias Major, 238
Kierkegaard’s view, 243
meaning of erôneia, 247–249
Nehamas’ view, 244–245
Nietzsche’s view, 243
philosophical significance, 243–244
in Plato’s Socrates, 239–257
rhetorical reading, 253–256
self-deprecation and, 246–247
in Xenophon’s Socrates, 239

Irwin, T., on Socratic ethics, 270n18,
276–277

Isocrates
on conviction of Socrates, 147
Socratics and, 39, 42

Joël, K., 12n33
on Socratic problem, 7–8, 11, 12,

13, 17n46
Johnson, D.M., 55n12, 69n23
justice, 204

as virtue of the soul, 275
Justin Martyr, on Socrates, 377

Kahn, C. 
on Socratic problem, 5n12, 11n30,

15, 17n45, 18, 20
Kant, Immanuel, 265, 329

comparison to Socrates, 320–321,
322

Kaplan, D., 286n47
Kierkegaard, S., 75, 243
kingship, 70
knowledge

elenchus and, 195–198
see also self-examination;

self-knowledge; ignorance: 
Socrates’ profession of

Kripke, S., 286n47
Kronos, 130

Laches, 187, 191
Lane, M., xiv
law, 105–106

Athenian, 148–149, 151–153, 175
Spartan, 158
Athenian and Spartan law 

compared, 160, 161–162,
174–175

see also custom
Lefkowitz, Mary R., 67–68n19
Leon of Salamis, 168, 169, 337, 348
Libanius, 356
Locke, J., on the Republic, 346
Long, A., 235n31, 256n40
love, 60–65

role in facilitating improvement, 30
see also Aspasia on matters of love

Luccioni, J., 10
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Lycon, 180
Lycurgus, 155
Lysias, 164
Lysikles, 30

Machiavelli, 49n3
Xenophon and, 49

Maximus of Tyre, 174
McPherran, M., xiv
Meletus, 66, 87, 133, 139, 140, 141,

142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 170, 171,
173, 180, 182n11, 220, 278, 279,
341

risks faced in prosecuting Socrates, 
170–171, 173

modern ethical theories, in 
Anglophone philosophy, 54n9

Minos, 69n24
Momigliano, A., on Socratic 

problem, 8n23
Montuori, M., 1n1, 7n20
Morrison, D., 55n12, 70n25, 215,

239n3
on Socratic ethics, 266–267n13,

308n28
on Socratic irony,675n, 245
on Socratic problem, 17n46, 20,

144n17, 333n2
Mulvey, B., xv

Nehamas, A., 230n26, 232n27,
243n16

Nicias, 191
Nietzsche, F., 54n9, 243, 269

Genealogy of Morals, 269

Ober, J., xiv
Odysseus, 44, 56, 61, 65, 273–274
Olympiodorus, 76n1

Palamedes, 65, 69n24
Panaetius, 369, 370
Pantheia, 62–63
Peripatetic school, on Socrates, 368–369
Parmenides, 36, 336
Patzer, A. 1n1, 42
Peloponnesian War, 167
Penner, T., xiv
Pericles, 30, 35, 53, 55

compared to Socrates, 155, 340
Phaedo of Elis, 24, 27, 33–36

Simon, 33, 34–36
source of Socrates, 24, 26
Zopyros, 33–34, 36
see also Socratics

Phaenerete, 159
Pharrhasius, 35
Phidippides, 78, 79–80, 81, 83
piety, as figured in Euthyphro,

116–122, 194, 222, 280n32
Pindar, 295
Pistias, 35
Plato

Alcibiades I, 205n11, 207
Apology, 6, 15, 17n47, 58–59, 76,

85, 86, 94, 106, 141, 143, 149,
152, 154, 162, 163, 167, 169,
175n66, 179, 180, 182, 185–198,
214, 217, 220, 222, 225, 228,
230–231, 233, 234, 247, 255,
256, 278, 298, 300, 301, 302,
303, 305, 314, 323, 326, 333n2,
334, 335, 337, 339, 340, 341,
343, 347, 351, 357, 358, 366, 371

on Athenian civic education, 
162–163

attributing relativism to 
Protagoras, 98

Charmides, 34, 191, 194, 206,
208n18, 209, 214, 222, 303,
305, 307, 310, 319, 336

chronology of dialogues, 217
Clitophon, 358
Crito, 105, 107, 146, 148, 150, 152,

156, 157, 158, 160, 161, 162,
165, 168, 175n66, 182, 217,
228, 298, 301, 303, 305, 314,
322, 324, 334, 336, 349–351

depicting Socrates exploring 
incompatible ideas, 229

effect of Socrates’ death on, 147
Euthydemus, 101, 205n10, 220,

228, 238, 265, 272n21, 281,
303, 307, 316, 321, 324, 326,
363, 369

Euthyphro, 102, 108, 116–122, 194,
222, 224, 227, 249, 303, 334,
335
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Gorgias, 147, 152, 174, 182, 188,
189, 191, 204–207, 217, 221,
224, 225, 228, 234, 247, 249,
303, 307, 308, 310, 311, 323,
334, 340, 369, 372

Hippias Major, 222, 223, 227, 228,
230, 249, 251, 256

Hippias Minor, 25, 44, 191,
273–275, 281

Ion, 24, 228
Laches, 191, 194, 195, 222, 303, 337
Laws, 334, 376
Lysis, 13, 206, 222, 223, 227, 228,

272n21
Menexenus, 32
Meno, 194, 202, 222, 223, 227, 228,

229, 281, 303, 306, 310, 316,
324, 326

Phaedo, xiv, 75, 76, 202, 217, 232,
297

Phaedrus, 102, 103, 107, 195–198,
213, 214, 351

Protagoras, 81n10, 85, 190n40, 191,
194, 204n9, 228, 281, 303, 307,
311–313

Republic, 108, 162, 189, 205, 213,
217, 218, 232, 247, 281, 290,
297, 300n14, 334, 339, 340,
342, 344, 346–349, 350, 357

Seventh Letter, 167
source of Socrates, xiii, xiv, 1, 4, 5,

6–7, 9–12, 13, 16, 24, 80, 85,
179n2, 216, 355, 359–360

Statesman, 334
Symposium, 33, 107, 247,

336, 337
Theaetetus, 81n10, 211, 216n2,

217–218, 226, 233, 336, 366
Timaeus, 376
see also Socratics

pleasure, 24
pleonexia, 272
Plutarch, 369

On Socrates’ Divine Sign, 374–376
Polemarchus, 160, 164
Polemo, 363
Polus, 204n9, 308

Socrates’ examination of, 188
Polycrates, 143n16

Popper, K., on the Republic, 345
Porphyry, 368
Posidonius, 370
Priam, 159
Price, A., on Socratic ethics, 276
Priority of Definition thesis, 224–225,

227, 229
in Euthyphro, 227–228
in Protagoras and Gorgias, 228–229

Proclus, 359
Prodicus, 35, 94, 256n40

on language and speech, 101
Protagoras, 85, 86, 94, 98n21, 104,

113, 130, 164, 191
on democracy, 104
on language and speech, 101
charge of relativism, 98
Socrates’ examination of, 190n40

Proxenus, 72
Pyrrho, 361
Pythagoras, 356, 374

Quintilian, definition of irony, 240–241

rationality, Socrates’ commitment 
to, 114

Rawls, J., on the Republic, 346
recollection, theory of, 202–203
Regulus, 371
religion

in Athens, 132, 147
Greek, 112–114
see also Socrates: religious 

commitments; Xenophon: on 
Socratic theology

rhetoric, 100
see also argument, forensic

Rhodogyne, 30
Robinson, R. 196
Rousseau, J., 346
Rowe, C., xiv

Santas, G.X., 5n12
Schlegel, Friedrich, on irony, 243
Schleiermacher, Friedrich 

criticism of Xenophon 
(see Xenophon, criticisms of)

on Socratic problem, 2–6
Sedley, D., 240n5
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self-control (see self-mastery 
[enkrateia])

self-examination, 185–198
in Apology, 202–212, 342
in Charmides, 204
as the examination of one’s 

belief-sets, 202, 204–207
in Phaedrus, 212–214
as search for self-knowledge, 

206–212
self-knowledge, 208n18

in Aeschines’ Socrates, 32, 33
in Plato’s and Xenophon’s Socrates, 

10
political ambition and, 70

self-mastery (enkrateia)
erotic desire and, 61–62
in Plato’s and Xenophon’s 

Socrates, 4
science, natural, displacing traditional 

supernatural explanations, 91–92,
95

Seneca, 371
Sextus Empiricus, on Cyrenaics, 40
Shields, C., 234n30
Sidgwick, H., 329

on ancient ethical thought, 293
Simmias, 9n24, 26, 62
Simon, 9n24, 26, 34–36
Simonides, 51–52, 85, 204n9
skepticism, 233, 234

Pyrrhonists, 233, 234
Smith, N.D., 2n4, 3n7, 221n9, 223n11

on Socratic problem, 19n50
Socrates

accusers of, 58
appearance, 11–12, 87
in Athenian comedy, 76
biographical details, 11–12, 159
conception of his responsibility to 

the polis, 154–156
decision to live in Athens, 174–175
on democratic principles in Athens, 

104 (see also democracy)
use of formal speeches, 107–108
divine mission, 114, 123–124, 181,

337, 343
on ignorance of polis, 339
in later Greek philosophy, 355–378

on law, 106
refusing to escape from prison, xiii,

148–150, 349–351
refusing to follow orders of the 

Thirty, 167–168, 169–170, 337
religious commitments, 102–104,

108, 111–112, 114–116, 119,
120–123, 124–125, 129n36, 131

as revolutionary, xiii
Roman Imperial epoch and, 356
trial and death, 130, 133–134,

138–146, 163–174, 338
Socrates’ political philosophy, 

333–351
Socratic dialogue (sôkratikos logos),

26–27
pseudoplatonica, 26
Socratic problem and, 7–21
types of, 25–26
see also Socratic problem; 

Socratics
Socratic ethics and psychology of 

action, 260–291, 360–364
role of belief and desire, 261–263

apparent good versus real good, 
282–288

charge of egoism, 272–281
contrasted with modern action 

theory, 263, 265
contrasted with modern ethical 

thought, 269, 276–281
craft analogy, 270
determinism, 288–289
dialectic, 290
ethical naturalism and, 269
identity of virtue with wisdom, 

281–282
as opposed to Classical Greek 

culture and values, 269
role of happiness, 264–265,

266–268, 270–272 [see also
happiness (eudaimonia)]

role of virtue, 266, 268, 270, 275
role of wisdom, 266–268, 271
science of the human good, 269
see also virtue

Socratic method, 115, 179–198
see also elenchus; self-examination

Socratic problem, xiv, 1–21, 357
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Socratics, 9n24, 24–45
sôkratikos logos, 24

Solon, 131, 361
sophists, 6, 80, 81, 93, 131
Sophocles, 95

Antigone, 113
Sophroniscus, 138, 159, 160, 162, 175
sôphrosunê, 205, 212

problem of translating, 204n9
self-knowledge and, 207–209

soul (psuchê)
conception and use of in Clouds, 84
rational and irrational parts, 

213–214
Souto Delibes, Fernando, 78n6
Speusippus, 366
Stoic school, 361

ethics, 363–364, 366
on Socrates, 356, 359, 362–364, 371

Stone, I. F., 345
Strauss, Leo, 49n3, 57n13, 60n15,

69n23, 138n1, 344n14
on irony, 242–243

Strepsiades, 77–81, 83, 84
Swift, Jonathan, A Modest 

Proposal, 240

Taylor, A.E., 5, 7
technê, as a kind of knowledge, 

224–225, 226
Thales, 357, 361
Thargelia, 30
Themistocles

in the work of Aeschines, 28–30
Theodote 61–62, 63
Theognis, 295, 296
Theophrastus,671n, 368
Thersites, 159
Thirty Tyrants, 165, 167, 168, 171

reign, 167–170
Thrasymachus, 164, 218, 246, 247,

254, 272
Socrates’ examination of, 189–190

Thucydides, 93n9, 94, 113, 115
on benefaction and power, 53
on human nature, 92n4, 95–96

Tigranes, 63–64
Timon of Phleius, 38
Tomin, Julius, 80n9

trial and death, 64 (see also Socrates:
trial and death)

truth 
elenchus and, 185–198
self-examination and, 203

Vander Waerdt, P.A., 10, 57n13
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