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Nick Havely examines the connections between Dante, the Francis-
cans and the Papacy as they appear in the Commedia, and presents the
poem as one concerned with an often dramatic confrontation between
authority and idealism in the Church. Havely draws on a wide range
of literary, historical and art-historical sources relating to the contro-
versy about Franciscan poverty during the late thirteenth and early
fourteenth centuries. He argues that the Spiritual Franciscans® strict
interpretation of evangelical poverty provided the poet with a means
of addressing the state of the contemporary Papacy and of imagining
the renewal of the Church. He also explores the origins and afterlife of
the debate about this form of poverty and Dante’s contribution to it.
This study will appeal to scholars interested in medieval religious and
intellectual history, as well as to readers of Dante’s poem and other
medieval visionary and political writing.
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Chaucer’s Boccaccio (1980, 1992); editor of The House of Fame (1994),
Chaucer’s Dream Poetry (1997) and Dante’s Modern Afterlife (1998); and
author of numerous articles on Italian and English medieval literature,
including the chapter on ‘Literature in Italian, French and English’ in
volume v1 of The New Cambridge Medieval History (2000).
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Dante and Virgil (left) confront Guido da Montefeltro as Franciscan in the flames
(centre), with Pope Boniface VIII enthroned (right).
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‘... nulla pastorali auctoritate abutens, quoniam divitiae mecum non
sunt’.

Dante, Ep. 11.5

‘Bakker has . . . contended that his years in prison were his salvation.
He re-read all the scriptures and crucially concluded that the so-called
“prosperity preaching” of his P[raise] T[he] L[ord] days — wherein he
equated dollar-wealth with godliness — was misguided. [. . .] And
donations, believe it or not, are rolling in.’

The Independent on Sunday, 15 June 2003
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Dante and Virgil confront Guido da Montefeltro as
Franciscan in flames, with Pope Boniface VIII enthroned.
From Madrid, BN MS 10057, sir (Italian, middle of the
fifteenth century), illustrating /nferno 27 (by permission
of the Ministerio de Educacién, Cultura y Deporte). [rontispiece
1: St Francis and the devil in dispute over the soul of Guido da
Montefeltro; Boniface VIII absolves Guido. From Florence,
Riccardiana MS 1005, 81r (Bolognese, second quarter of the
fourteenth century), illustrating /nferno 27 (by permission
of the Direzione, Biblioteca Riccardiana, Florence). page 67
2: St Francis listening to the Gospel and removing his shoes.
From the scenes of the Life of St Francis in the Bardi
Dossal, Santa Croce, Florence (mid to late thirteenth
century; by permission of the Prefettura di Firenze). 136
3: The Stigmatization at La Verna, from the panel of scenes
from the Life of St Francis in the Church of San Francesco,
Pescia (dated 1235 and signed by Bonaventura Berlinghieri;
by permission of the Ordine Francescano, Pescia). 141
4: St Francis before Innocent I1I and the Sultan, with the
Stigmatization. From Florence, BN, MS Banco Rari 39,
351v (Lombard, c. 1400), illustrating Paradiso 11 (by
permission of the Direzione, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale,
Florence). 145
s: St Francis renouncing worldly goods. From Florence, BN,
MS Banco Rari 39, 349r (Lombard, c. 1400), illustrating
Paradiso 11 (by permission of the Direzione, Biblioteca
Nazionale Centrale, Florence). 146
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