
Index

abortion, 145–7, 189
Adams, Brooks, 54
Adams, Henry

on American society as trying to realize itself,
162

on “chance collisions of movements,” 10,
174

on democracy and anarchy, 10
on entropy and social decline, 54
Lily Bart compared to the Virgin in work of,

58
on modern inventions, 64
and myth of Nordic economic innocence, 94
on “race suicide,” 3
on specialization and degradation, 44
the Titanic disaster, 83

Addams, Jane, 151
aestheticism, 44, 163, 192
African Americans

American ambivalence about, 8
blackness, 9, 40
mulatto servants in Wharton’s fiction, 145
national hysteria about race, 9
and New England villages, 122, 135
the New Negro, 170
one-drop rule, 41
photographs of light-skinned, 9
self-definition and race for, 41
slavery in New York City, 166

agency
aura, 78
authorial, 46, 82
euthanasia and relinquishing of, 74
in The Fruit of the Tree, 5, 63, 64, 77–9
market economy and, 178
medical technology and, 78
of nurses, 176
in The Reef, 91
in twentieth-century psychiatry, 174

Age of Innocence, The (Wharton), 153, 192
Archer and Ellen’s relationship, 153

Archer’s fundamental misconception of his
wife, 161

authenticity as preoccupation of, 153, 158, 161
Cesnola artifacts reflect Archer and Ellen’s

relationship, 158
and controversy over Cesnola artifacts, 158–61
cultural extinction as preoccupation of, 154
Ellen Olenska as “dark heroine” of, 40
inevitability of elite defeat in, 6
innocence in, 161–2
lovers’ rendezvous in Metropolitan Museum,

6, 153–4
May’s pregnancy, 158, 161
on New York as hieroglyphic world, 34, 153
New York compared with ancient civilizations

in, 155, 157
opening sequence at Academy of Music, 161
reader at two removes from the story, 155
Wharton and May Welland compared, 1
and Wharton’s central dilemma, 34

Akeley, Carl, 5, 46, 47, 56
Alexander, Ruth M., 178
American Hostels for Refugees, 116, 146
American Humane Association, 74
American Indians. See Native Americans
American Language, The (Mencken), 27
Ammons, Elizabeth, 39, 53, 60, 167, 182
Anderson, Harriet, 69
Anderson, Margaret Steele, 180
Anderson, Thomas F., 127
anesthesia, 164
“Angel at the Grave, The” (Wharton), 3
antiquarianism, 53, 129
apathy, 11, 164
Appleton, William Sumner, 124, 126
architecture

American versus French, 17
historic preservation, 124, 126
landscape architecture, 169
ornament, 32, 170, 172
overly restored, 156
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restoration of New England, 126
see also houses

Arnesen, Eric, 40
art restoration, 155, 160
Arts and Crafts style, 121, 172
assimilation, 24
Astor, John Jacob, IV, 83, 85
Astor, Madeline, 83
Atlantic Monthly (magazine), 94
Auchard, John, 44
aura, 78

Babbitt (Lewis), 151
Backward Glance, A (Wharton)

on America as floundering monster, 11
on American elites shrinking from

responsibility, 12
on artists working on the wrong side of the

tapestry, 4
on the country becoming soft, 93
on criticism, 178
on English language, 27
on frivolous society, 42
on higher education for women, 188
on The House of Mirth’s conclusion, 173
on the Land of Letters, 27
on mastering American democracy, 165
on the Mount, 120, 121, 184
on New England villages, 121
on real people in novels, 29
on Wharton and her father’s library,

186
on Wharton’s family ancestral seat, 8
on Wharton’s mother’s cooks, 188
on Wharton’s return to New York, 26
on Wharton’s wartime charity work, 115
on the world of Wharton’s youth, 154
on World War I, 113
on the writing of Summer, 112

Baltzell, E. Digby, 122
Bancroft, George, 130
Bauer, Dale, 2–3, 39, 60, 146, 165
Beard, George M., 43
Beard, Miriam, 94
“Beatrice Palmato” fragment (Wharton), 66,

137, 149, 175
Beecher, Catherine, 116
Bellamy, Edward, 4
Benito Cereno (Melville), 106
Benjamin, Walter, 78, 164
Bennett-Boardman house (Lynn,

Massachusetts), 126
Benstock, Shari, 96, 166
Bentley, Nancy, 2, 17, 25, 46, 118
Bérard, Victor, 95

Berenson, Bernard
library of, 188
recommends paintings in National Gallery to

Wharton, 157
Wharton advises to see North Africa, 156
Wharton’s letters to, 33, 59, 109, 116, 186, 190

Berenson, Mary, 156
Berkshires, 121
Berlant, Lauren, 22
Bernhardt, Sarah, 116
Biltmore House, 184
“Bitter End, The” (Wharton), 28
Black Book of the War, The: German Atrocities in

France and Belgium, 146
blackness, 9, 40
Black Orpheus (Sartre), 179
Blic, E. de, 147
Bloom, Lynn Z., 122
Book of the Homeless, The (Wharton), 116
Boone, Joseph A., 71
Boone, Mary Stanley, 69
Boston Tea Party, 19, 168
Bouguereau, Adolphe-William, 157
Bourget, Paul, 44, 173
Boynton, H. W., 149
Bridges, Robert, 113
Bronson, Frederic, 190
Brooks, Van Wyck, 12
Brown, Bill, 72
Brownell, William Crary, 9, 16, 178
Buccaneers, The (Wharton), 39
Buck-Morss, Susan, 164, 192
Buell, Lawrence, 122
Buffet, E. P., 77
“Bunner Sisters” (Wharton), 31, 69
Bureau of American Ethnology (Smithsonian

Institution), 24
Bureau of Corporations, 68
Burlingame, Edward, 61, 76
Burrows, Edwin G., 166
Butts, Archibald, 85

Cabanel, Alexandre, 157
Calinescu, Matei, 44
Cameron, Elizabeth, 83
Camorra, 106
Campbell, Donna M., 186
Canby, Henry Seidel, 168
Carlin, Deborah, 61
Carlston, Erin G., 192
Carnegie, Andrew, 123
Carver, Thomas N., 123
Caesar’s Column (Donneley), 171
Castiglia, Chris, 162
Castronovo, Russ, 162
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Cenci, Beatrice, 137, 187
Central Park (New York City), 120, 184
Century (magazine), 95
Cesnola, Louis Palma di, 154

Cesnola Collection, 6, 154, 157, 158–61, 191
dispute with Feuardent, 159–61
ejects plumber from Metropolitan Museum,

173
chance, 10, 174
Chandler, Alfred D., 66
Chandler, Joseph Everett, 125
Chapman, John Jay, 101
charity (philanthropy), 150–1, 190
Chestnutt, Charles, 3, 40
Chevrillon, André, 95
Children, The (Wharton), 39
Children of Flanders Rescue Committee, 116
Choate, Joseph H., 160
Chopin, Kate, 2
chromolithographs, 48, 130
Church Times, The (magazine), 86
“Citizenship in a Republic” (Roosevelt), 95, 96,

99
civilization, ambivalence toward, 94
Clansman, The (Dixon), 42
class

agency and, 66
and drugs, 177
in France, 30
in The Fruit of the Tree, 69, 70, 71, 79, 176
in The House of Mirth, 2, 57
interchangeability in, 28
in New England, 122
and philanthropy, 150, 190
race and, 41
in The Reef, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 94–5, 107
stream-of-consciousness and blurred

boundaries of, 33
the Titanic disaster and, 84, 85, 86, 87
in Wharton’s reaction to Hamadchas, 192
World War I compared with assault on class

privilege, 117
Codman, Ogden, Jr., 47, 166
Colonial Revival, 172, 184, 187
Conrad, Joseph, 116
consumerism, 93, 109
Cooper, Helen M., 183
Copjec, Joan, 174
Cortelyou, George B., 62
cosmetics, 182
Country Life reformers, 124, 135, 186
Cowles, Anna, 122
Cram, Ethel, 76
Crane, Stephen, 2, 72, 143, 177
Crawford, Francis Marion, 93

Creoles, 167
Crozier, Alfred O., 63
Crunden, Robert M., 60
Cubberly, Ellwood P., 123
Culver, Stuart, 47
Currier, Amos N., 123
Cushing, Frank Hamilton, 20, 21
Custom of the Country, The (Wharton), 17–22

on Americans as cut off from their pasts, 25
on American towns, 17
on American women, 35
America’s racial dilemma dramatized in, 22
class in, 2
drugs in, 177
Fleischauer, 109
Germans compared with Undine Spragg, 118
human body and body politic in, 21
masseuse Mrs. Heeny, 109
and national insularity, 169
newspaper announcement of Undine’s

remarriage, 183
playing Indian in, 4, 17, 19, 20, 21, 26
protean quality of Ralph and his wife, 17
the Pure Water Move, 22, 168
Ralph’s death, 17
Undine as mimetic, 21
Undine’s initials, 22

Davenport, Charles B., 123
Davol, Ralph, 185
decadence, 44, 163, 173, 192
Decoration of Houses, The (Wharton and

Codman), 32, 166, 172
Deloria, Philip J., 19, 20
Denison, John N., 54
Dickinson, G. Lowes, 74
Dilworth, Leah, 19, 20
Dimock, Wai-Chee, 171
“Disintegration” (Wharton), 55
Dix, Morgan, 42
Dixon, Thomas, 42
“Documentation in Fiction” (Wharton), 33
Donneley, Ignatius, 171
Donovan, Frances, 94
Door, Rheta Childe, 179
double standard, 91
“down-and-outers,” 94, 107
Dreiser, Theodore, 176
drugs, 78, 79, 164, 165, 177
DuBois, W. E. B., 2
Duke, James B., 68

Eaton, Wyatt, 191
Eco, Umberto, 192
Edith Wharton’s Brave New Politics (Bauer), 39
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Ehrlich, Gloria, 99, 182, 187
Eliot, T. S., 3, 31
Ellington, George, 189
Ellison, Julie, 167
Elshtain, Jean Bethke, 183
English language, 27–9
“Ennui” (Repplier), 95
Estabrook, Arthur H., 123
Ethan Frome (Wharton)

average Americans’ experience in, 92
drugs in, 79
and euthanasia debate, 77, 80–1
The Fruit of the Tree related to, 59
immobilized woman’s body in, 59, 63,

72
Mattie’s death contrasted with Bessy

Amherst’s, 5
Mattie’s death contrasted with Lily Bart’s,

79
preoccupation with form in, 3
Summer compared with, 112, 128, 182
terseness of, 59
working-class concerns in, 69

ethnicity, race and 41. See also race
eugenics, 46, 51, 123, 163
euthanasia

in The Fruit of the Tree, 5, 60, 72–80
in The House of Mirth, 77, 80–1
turn-of-the-century debate on, 73–6
Wharton and, 76–7

“False Dawn” (Wharton), 191
fascism, 163, 191
Faulkner, William, 3, 149, 188, 191
Ferdinand, Archduke, 117
Feuardent, Gaston L., 158–61
Fields, Barbara J., 40
Fighting France: From Dunkerque to Belfort

(Wharton), 29, 115, 118, 183, 190
Fiske, John, 122
Fletcher, Henry U., 123
Foner, Eric, 11, 40, 41
Fool Errant, The (Hewlett), 51
Foreman, P. Gabrielle, 9
Foster, Hal, 192
Foster, J. W., 23
Foucault, Michel, 82
Frankenberg, Ruth, 40
Freeman, Mary Wilkins, 128
French, W. E. P., 76
French Ways and Their Meaning (Wharton),

22–6
on America as in search of itself, 31
on Americans breaking away from their own

inheritance, 11, 89

on America’s original settlers as outlaws,
117–18, 134

on average man dragged down by culture, 92
on craftsmen, 121
on deep common attractions and repulsions,

115
on discipline of masculine individuality, 145
on English language, 28
on extra-marital sexuality in France, 181
on French approach to marriage, 142
on French endogamy, 138
on Germans, 118
on homogeneous and uninterrupted culture,

54
and the Land of Letters, 27
on New Frenchwoman, 148
on old and young races, 31
as paean to Wharton’s adopted home, 22
on passion and the seasons, 143
on reality versus facsimile, 35
on revitalization of France, 147
on the salon, 144
on segregation of women, 105, 144
on sham education and art, 34
on society versus individualism, 138
on women’s views of things, 144
on World War I, 114

Fried, Michael, 72
“Friends” (Wharton), 175
frontier, the, 25, 169
Frost, Robert, 126–7, 143
Fruit of the Tree, The (Wharton)

agency as located nowhere in, 64
Bessy Amherst’s body incarnating loss of

upper-class agency, 5, 63, 77–9
John Amherst’s descent, 70
John Amherst’s gymnasium plan, 81–2
and authorial control, 80
central question of, 67
chance in, 174
Cicely as the “fruit of the tree,” 70
class in, 69, 70, 71, 79, 176
as commercial disappointment, 61
criticisms of, 60, 178
Dillon’s mill accident, 64–6, 175
drug use in, 78, 79
dual meaning of “corporate” in, 72
ellipses in, 178
euthanasia discourse in, 5, 60, 72–80
familial and industrial reform narratives

overlapping in, 70
and The House of Mirth and Ethan Frome as

forming a trilogy, 59
immobilized woman’s body in, 5, 59, 73
Justine’s descent, 70
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Fruit of the Tree, The (Wharton) (cont.)
the machine as represented in, 63–9
on medical technology and agency, 78
multiple meanings of term “hand” in, 65, 66
no births in, 70, 176
procreative status of Amherst’s body in, 72
production and reproduction fused in, 69–72
as sprawling saga, 59
strategy of elite control in, 63
title of, 61
Wharton’s ambitions for, 60
women’s labor in, 69

Fryer, Judith, 187
Fullerton, W. Morton

relationship with Wharton, 95–9, 105, 162
and Santayana, 181
Wharton on conclusion of The Reef to, 108
Wharton on the gardener at the Mount to, 120
Wharton’s love diary to, 187

“Fullness of Life, The” (Wharton), 48

Gallagher, Catherine, 41
Galton, Francis, 51, 89
Gates, Henry Louis, Jr., 39
Gautier, Théophile, 45
gender. See women
“Generations of Men, The” (Frost), 126–7, 143
Gibbs, S. E., 73
Gide, André, 116
Gilbert, Sandra, 182
Gilded Age, 84, 93
Giles, William A., 122
Gilman, Charlotte Perkins, 4, 38, 176
Glassberg, David, 126, 139
Gleason, Herbert Wendell, 125
Godkin, Edwin Lawrence, 48
Gonnelli, Giovanni, 156
Gossett, Thomas, 38, 170
Grant, Robert, 146, 178, 189
Greater Inclination, The (Wharton), 27
Green, Harvey, 184, 185
Greenblatt, Stephen, 41, 53
Greene, C., 175
Guggenheim, Benjamin, 85

Hall, Anne E., 74–5
Hamadchas, 163, 192
Handbook of the Cesnola Collection of Antiquities

from Cyprus (Myers), 154
“Happy Isles, The” (Wharton), 184
Haraway, Donna, 46
Harding, Warren G., 9
harems, 105
Harper, Frances E. W., 4
Harrison, Elizabeth, 69

Hartt, Mary Bronson, 124
Hartt, Rollin Lynde, 135, 151, 186
Hattam, Victoria C., 40
Haussonville, Comtesse d’, 115
Hawthorne, Nathaniel, 130
Hays, Robert G., 18
Herman, Arthur, 15, 43
Hermit and the Wild Woman, The (Wharton), 10
Hewlett, Maurice, 51
Hibbard, George A., 122, 130
Higham, John, 94, 107
Higonnet, Margaret R., 183
Hill, James J., 68
historic preservation, 124, 126
Hitler, Adolf, 163
Hobsbawm, Eric, 120
Hoeller, Hildegard, 39, 173
homosexuality, 167
Hopkins, Pauline E, 3, 40, 149
Hoppin, Francis L. V., 187
Hornaday, William T., 46, 57
House of Mirth, The (Wharton), 37, 174

aesthetics of becoming dangerous, 163
alterity of Simon Rosedale, 40
average Americans’ experience in, 92
Beatrice Cenci miniature in, 187
class in, 2, 57
crucial choice posed by, 47
drugs in, 79, 164
and euthanasia debate, 77, 80–1
film adaptation of, 174
The Fruit of the Tree related to, 59
immobilized woman’s body in, 5, 59, 63, 72
inheritance and disinheritance in, 38
Lily as museum piece, 53, 56, 58
Lily as portrait of American decadence, 45
Lily as transcending type, 52
Lily representing squandered Anglo-Saxon

promise, 43
Lily’s body as supreme emblem of race, 38
Lily’s death as stylized act of self-preservation,

5, 56, 79
Lily’s double self, 52
Lily’s eugenic superiority, 43
Lily’s final hallucination, 57
Lily’s narcotic habit, 164
the lily’s symbolism, 173
living pictures and crisis of the real, 49–52
as mulatta narrative, 40
opening of, 43, 45
phallic hand image in, 67
popularity of, 42
as racial elegy, 52–8
and radical nature of democratic project, 4
The Reef as haunted by, 103–4
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Rosedale as Jewish type, 51
Rosedale rejected by Lily, 53
Rosedale’s ascent, 172
Rosedale’s commodifying gaze, 109
Selden’s “republic of spirit,” 27, 173, 177, 184
taxidermy’s role in, 46–7, 56, 57
title’s meaning, 47
the vice of breeding in, 43–9
Sophy Viner compared with Mrs. Haffen, 90,

179
the Wellington Bry ball, 50
working title of, 53

“House of the Dead Hand, The” (Wharton), 67,
175

houses
Bennett-Boardman house, 126
Biltmore House, 184
Colonial Revival, 172, 184, 187
war symbolized by roofless, 114
Wharton and Codman’s The Decoration of

Houses, 32, 166, 172
Wharton’s Italian Villas and Their Gardens,

114, 169, 171
Howe, Irving, 2
Hugh Smith, John, 168
Hutchinson, Stuart, 39
Huysman, J.-K., 58

immigrants
immigrant English, 28
immigration restriction, 170
nativism, 54, 55, 56, 170
and New England decline, 116, 122, 135

“Impossible Rosedale, The” (Hoeller), 39
incest

in “Beatrice Palmato,” 137, 149
elite inbreeding, 138, 149
speculation about Wharton as victim of, 187
in Summer, 113, 133, 136–43, 149, 182, 187

Indians, American. See Native Americans
In Morocco (Wharton), 105, 163, 192
“Intruders, The” (Wharton), 31
Ishi (Yahi Indian), 18
Italian Backgrounds (Wharton), 34, 47, 156, 157,

174
Italian Villas and Their Gardens (Wharton), 114,

169, 171

James, Henry
and The Book of the Homeless, 116
at Cliveden with Wharton in 1912, 83
conservatism of, 2
on The Fruit of the Tree, 60, 174
on immigrant English, 28
on New England, 122

“Paste,” 50
The Portrait of a Lady, 103
on racial amalgam, 54
and the Titanic disaster, 83, 85
“The Velvet Glove,” 174
Wharton associated with, 16
Wharton on his brother William and, 100
Wharton’s accounts of World War I to, 113

James, William
on class assumptions of strenuous life

philosophy, 180
on concrete personal experience, 100
on double self, 52
on facts in all their crude variety, 99, 100
on a “loose universe,” 111
on love relations, 104
on pleasure-economy, 95
on pluralism, 104
and pragmatism, 6, 100
on Roosevelt, 99
on unclamping the intellect, 181
Varieties of Religious Experience, 100
Wharton on, 100–1

Jefferson, Thomas, 23
Jehlen, Myra, 35
Jewett, Sarah Orne, 3, 128
“Jewish type,” 51
Johnson, Clifton, 125
Johnson, James Weldon, 40
Johnson, John Taylor, 157
Johnson, Joseph French, 63
Johnson, Samuel, 186
Jones, George Frederic, 8, 168, 186
Jones, Lucretia Rhinelander, 76, 166
Jones, Mary Cadwalader, 83
Joseph, Chief, 18
Joslin, Katherine, 175
Journal of the American Medical Association, 73
Joyce, James, 31, 33
Jungle, The (Sinclair), 64, 176
Jusserand, Jules, 95

Kaplan, Amy, 2, 171, 179
Kaye, Richard A., 179
Keller, Morton, 123, 125
Kempster, Walter, 75
Kirwin, Susie, 49
Knickerbocker Trust Company, 62, 174
Koepnick, Lutz, 191
Kroeber, Arthur, 18
Kuhn, Mrs. Hartmann, 76

landscape architecture, 169
Lapsley, Gaillard, 112
Larabee, Ann E., 85
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Larsen, Nella, 2
“Last Asset, The” (Wharton), 169
Last Puritan, The (Santayana), 181
Lears, T. J. Jackson, 9, 19, 52, 92, 93, 192
Lee, Joseph, 151
Lee, Vernon, 56, 180
Lee-Hamilton, Eugene, 180
Lenox (Massachusetts), 121, 130
Lentricchia, Frank, 101, 181
Leroy-Beaulieu, Paul, 147
Levine, Lawrence W., 169
Lewis, Nancy, 1
Lewis, R. W. B., 1, 60, 166, 170
Lewis, Sinclair, 151
Lewis, Wyndham, 2
“Life Apart, The” (Wharton), 92, 97, 98, 187
Lindgren, James M., 185
Lippmann, Walter, 103
literature

local color, 128
the novel, 29
realism, 177
Wharton’s theory of, 30–3
see also modernism; Writing of Fiction, The

(Wharton); and authors and works by
name

“Literature” (Wharton), 189
Littel’s Living Age (magazine), 74
Livre rouge, Le: les atrocités allemandes, 146
local color, 128
Lodge, Henry Cabot, 93, 122
London, Jack, 94
Lott, Eric, 20
Louis Philippe, 168
love relations

James on, 104
and marriage, 106, 142

Lovett, Robert Morss, 2
Lowell, Josephine Shaw, 151
Lowenthal, David, 155
Lundberg, David, 183

MacCannell, Dean, 156
McFadden, Elizabeth, 159
McKim, Mead and White, 187
McKinley, William, 10
MacMaster, Ann, 40, 145, 171
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (Crane), 143
Main Street (Lewis), 151
Mainwaring, Marion, 181
Maisons Américaines de Convalescence, 116
Makowsky, Veronica, 122
management, nineteenth-century changes in, 66
Marchand, Mary V., 186, 189
Marling, Karal Ann, 187

Marne, The (Wharton), 183
marriage

French approach to, 142
and love, 105, 142
and social control, 71

Martin, Ruth Moxcey, 123
massage, 109
mass culture, 3, 4, 11
mass production, 9, 49
May, Henry F., 111
Maynard, Eunice, 61
Mediaeval Mind, The (Taylor), 107
Melosh, Barbara, 176
Melville, Herman, 106, 149
Mencken, H. L., 27
Merwin, Henry Childs, 94
Metropolitan Museum of Art

Cesnola Collection, 6, 154, 157, 158–61, 191
Cesnola ejects plumber from, 173
lovers’ rendezvous in The Age of Innocence,

153–4
Wolfe Collection, 154, 157

Meyerowitz, Joanne, 88
Michaels, Walter Benn, 3, 52, 171, 174
middle-class reformers, 175
midwifery, 189
Millet, Francis D., 83, 85
Milton, John, 61
Moddelmog, William E., 172
modernism

stream-of-consciousness, 31, 33
Wharton on, 31–3

Monet, Claude, 116
Moon, Michael, 167
Morgan, J. P., 62, 63, 68
Morgan, Philip, 125, 135
“Mother Earth” (Wharton), 186
Mother’s Recompense, The (Wharton), 55, 187
Motor-Flight Through France, A (Wharton), 11,

17, 26, 27, 30, 172, 173
on America as getting on without the past, 27
on American and French architecture, 17
on art restoration, 155
on civilized homes, 114
and Colonial Revival, 184
on French aboriginals, 26
on French sense of form, 30
on French villagers occupying established

niche, 121
on little noses, 89
on mind and body, 102
on museumization, 173
on old houses, 190
on old racial power in America, 11
on palace in Dijon, 155
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on Parisian salon, 172
on race and artistic unity, 172
on real country, 120
on Wharton’s motor-car, 172

Mound Builders, 23–4
Mount, the (Lenox, Massachusetts), 112, 119–21,

184, 187
Mrs. Dalloway (Woolf ), 33
“Mrs. Lloyd” (Reynolds), 47, 50, 51
Munich, Adrienne Auslander, 183
“Muse’s Tragedy, The” (Wharton), 3
museums

Lily Bart as museum piece, 53, 56, 58
National Gallery in London, 157
Wharton on democratization of, 155, 173
Wharton on turning old houses into, 173, 190
see also Metropolitan Museum of Art

Mussolini, Benito, 163
Myers, John L., 154

National Gallery (London), 157
Native Americans

American ambivalence about, 8, 168
authenticity associated with, 19, 20
break of continuity in, 23
Cushing’s fieldwork with, 20
in The Custom of the Country, 17, 19, 20, 21, 26
Ishi, 18
as living relics, 20
Mound Builders, 23–4
playing Indian, 4, 19, 20, 21, 26

nativism, 54, 55, 56, 170
Nelson, Dana D., 19, 162, 167
Nemerov, Alex, 19
New England

decline of, 123–5
diversity of seventeenth-century, 185
farms of, 124, 185
Lenox, Massachusetts, 121, 130
Newport, Rhode Island, 124
New York’s upper classes and, 149
provincialism of, 124
as tourist destination, 125–8, 135, 185
villages of, 121–3

“New England” (Wharton), 130
New England Society (Chicago), 122
New England Society of Cincinnati, 150
Newfield, Christopher, 167
New Hampshire “Old Home Week,” 126–8
New Negro, 170
Newport (Rhode Island), 124
New Woman, 87, 178
noblesse oblige, 150
Northern Securities Company, 68
Norton, Charles Eliot, 14, 43, 54, 74–5, 77, 177

Norton, Sara (Sally)
father’s death, 76
Wharton’s letters to, 68, 76, 92, 96, 100, 102,

113, 120, 122, 123, 167, 184
Wharton visits summer home of, 186

novel, the, 29
nursing, 69, 176
Nutting, Wallace, 124, 170

“Old Home Week,” 126–8, 138–9, 185
Old New York (Wharton), 191
Olmsted, Frederick Law, 120, 184
one-drop rule, 41
“On Mercy” (Seneca), 181
Oppenheim, John, 150
originality, 32–3, 35
Orvell, Miles, 9
Otis, Laura, 37
Our Country (Strong), 63
Outlaw, Lucius, 41, 171
overcrowding, 175

pain, social efficacy of, 92–3, 180
panic of 1907, 62–3
Paolo and Francesca (Phillips), 129
Paradise Lost (Milton), 61
Parkhurst, Charles H., 84
Parks, Leighton, 85
Parrington, Vernon L., 1
Pascoe, Peggy, 41
“Paste” (James), 50
Payelle, Georges, 146
Petchesky, Rosalind Pollack, 189
Pfeiffer, Kathleen, 182
philanthropy, 150–1, 190
Phillips, Forbes, 37
Phillips, Stephen, 129
photography, nineteenth-century uncertainty

about, 9
Physician’s Hand, The: Work Culture and Conflict

in American Nursing (Melosh), 176
Pinkhof, H., 74
Pittenger, Mark, 94
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), 170
“Portrait, The” (Wharton), 3
Portrait of a Lady, The (James), 103
Posnock, Ross, 101
Pound, Ezra, 1, 3
Powell, John Wesley, 24
pragmatism, 100

in The Reef, 6, 99–106
as tough-minded, 180
Wharton on, 100–1, 105

“Pretext, The” (Wharton), 10
Price, Alan, 183
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Progressive era
“down-and-outers,” 94, 107
the New Woman, 178
and philanthropy, 150
race discourse in, 170
Wharton on, 113, 144, 189

prostitution
abortion associated with, 189
in Summer, 133, 137, 140, 152
and the “woman adrift,” 88, 89
and working women’s sexuality, 178

Puritans, 123, 130, 139
Putnam, Marian C., 151

Quint, David, 33, 34, 35

race
assimilation, 24
blackness, 9, 40
domesticity and racial continuity, 141
eugenics, 46, 51, 123, 163
freedom defined in terms of, 11
French ethnic purity, 9, 22, 24
frontier experience and corruption of, 25
in The House of Mirth, 37, 38, 49
instability as ontological category, 52
interchangeability in, 28
and local color, 129
multi-vocality of, 40–2
national hysteria about
and New England decline, 123–4, 129
photography and, 9
“race suicide,” 38, 54, 124, 135, 171
racial impersonation, 20
in The Reef, 88, 89
stream-of-consciousness and blurred

boundaries of, 33
in Wharton’s reaction to Hamadchas, 192
Wharton’s theory of, 38–40, 41
whiteness, 40
World War I compared with assault on racial

entitlement, 117
see also African Americans; immigrants;

Native Americans
Rath, Sura P., 19
rationalism, 103, 110, 180
Reagan, Leslie J., 189
realism, 177
Reedy, William Marion, 88
Reef, The (Wharton), 83, 182

class in, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 94–5, 107
closing chapter of, 108
on cosmetics, 182
George Darrow’s vulnerable class position, 90
democratic experience in, 92–9

erotic possibilities of visual ambiguity in,
119

on escapes from modernity, 102
The House of Mirth as haunting, 103–4
Anna Leath as experiential virgin, 102
Anna Leath’s decision to sleep with Darrow,

88
Anna Leath’s mystical torments, 107–8
Anna Leath’s sexual awakening as social

revolution, 106–7
Laura McTarvie-Birch’s Hôtel Chicago

apartment, 108–10
plot of, 86
and pragmatism, 6, 99–106
preoccupation with form in, 3
setting of, 182
sexuality and rebellion associated in, 6
sexuality versus domesticity in, 142, 143
and the Titanic disaster, 6, 86
Sophy Viner as a “woman adrift,” 88–92
Sophy Viner as “the reef,” 87
Sophy Viner embodying unknown peril, 86
Sophy Viner’s androgyny, 179
Sophy Viner’s democratic mobility, 92
Wharton compared with Anna Leath, 98
and Wharton’s experience of American

democracy, 163
Reid, Whitelaw, 54
repetition, 33
Repplier, Agnes, 94
Reynolds, Joshua, 47, 50, 51
Ridolfi, Enrico, 156
Riis, Jacob, 90, 119, 190
Robbias school, 156
Robinson, Douglas, 62
Rockefeller, John D., 68
Rohrbach, Augusta, 40, 171
Rollins, Frank West, 125, 126, 131, 135, 185
Romero, Lora, 17
Roosevelt, Theodore

and The Book of the Homeless, 116
“Citizenship in a Republic,” 95, 96, 99
on corporate control, 67, 177
on the country becoming soft, 93, 95
on English language, 28
on the frontier and racial awareness, 169
and Fullerton, 96
and myth of Nordic economic innocence, 94
on New England homesteads, 124
and panic of 1907, 62
on “race suicide,” 3, 54
on strife and greatness, 93
on “vivid and masterful experience,” 107
Wharton on, 68
on wildlife annihilation, 46, 57
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Said, Edward, 33
Saint-Gaudens, Augustus, 160
salon, Parisian, 114, 172
Santayana, George, 2, 101, 102, 181
Sartre, Jean-Paul, 179
Scheckel, Susan, 8
Schiff, Jacob, 62
Scribner, Charles, 60, 61, 112, 189
Scribner’s Magazine, 113
Sekula, Allan, 51
Seltzer, Mark, 46, 52, 66, 78, 174, 177
Seneca, 181
Sensibar, Judith, 41, 183
Seton, Ernest Thompson, 19
sexuality

Americans’ balkanizing attitude toward, 105
and anarchy in The Valley of Decision, 12
democratization and, 6, 167
the double standard, 91
erotics of home in Summer, 131–3
German atrocities in France and Belgium, 146
in harems, 105
homosexuality, 167
and Mattie’s paralysis in Ethan Frome, 79
in “Old Home Week” rhetoric, 127
in The Reef, 88, 89, 91, 102, 106–7
Wharton and Fullerton consummate their

affair, 98
see also incest; prostitution

Showalter, Elaine, 171
Silverberg, Robert, 24
Simmons, Ronald, 184
Sinclair, Upton, 4, 64, 176
Singley, Carol, 128, 134, 173
Sister Carrie (Dreiser), 176
Skillern, Rhonda, 128
slavery, 166
social Darwinism, 54
Society for the Preservation of New England

Antiquities, 126
Sollors, Werner, 16, 35
Son at the Front, A (Wharton), 183
Spencer, Herbert, 73
Squier, Susan Merrill, 183
Stanley, Amy Dru, 190
Statue of Liberty, 29, 170
Stead, W. T., 85
Stephen, Herbert, 73
Stevens, Ebenezer, 119, 130, 168, 184
Stevens, Henry Bailey, 185
Stewart, Susan, 53
Stickley, Gustav, 121, 172
Stokes, Anson Phelps, 121
Straus, Isidor, 62
Stravinsky, Igor, 116

stream-of-consciousness, 31, 33
Strickland, William, 166
Strong, Josiah, 10, 63, 66, 135
“Subjects and Notes, 1918–1923” (Wharton), 29
Summer (Wharton), 112, 191

abandoned house in, 132
abortion in, 145–7
charity in, 150–2
composition of, 112
conservative message of, 112, 119
erotics of home in, 128–36
funeral scene in, 144
Lucius Harney as tourist, 131, 135
Lucius Harney as Wharton’s surrogate in, 190
Lucius Harney personifying patrician charity,

151
Hawthorne and Royall’s antiquarianism, 130
immobilized woman’s body in, 59
incest plot of, 113, 133, 136–43, 149, 182, 187
Independence Day celebration in, 136
library as trysting spot in, 132
North Dormer’s antiquarian meaning, 129
Old Home Week in, 138–9, 148, 185
political geography of, 133
and radical nature of democratic project, 4
reification of old Yankee home in, 112, 119
revival of Wharton’s conservatism in, 6
Charity Royall redeems blue brooch, 149–50
Charity Royall’s attempt to find her mother,

143–5
Charity Royall’s capitulation to her guardian,

148–9
Charity Royall’s hair as sexual signifier, 137
Royall’s keynote address, 139
Royall’s renewed sexual potency, 139
setting of, 128
sexuality versus domesticity in, 142, 148
as uplifting tale of eugenic reproduction, 113
Wharton on Royall as center of the story, 188
working-class concerns in, 69, 133
working title of, 112
and Yankee decline, 128

Sundquist, Eric, 9
“Surrender of Burgoyne, The” (Trumbull), 120,

130

tableaux vivants, 46, 49–52
Taine, Hippolyte, 38, 171
taxidermy, 46, 56, 57
Taylor, Henry Osborn, 107
Taylorism, 66, 77
technoaesthetics, 164
“Terminus” (Wharton), 98
Thomas, Cyrus, 24
Thomas, John M., 125
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Thomas, William I., 191
Thompson, Shirley E., 167
“Three Francescas, The” (Wharton), 129
Titanic, H.M.S., 83–6

The Reef and, 6, 86
women and, 85, 86, 87

tourism
New England as vacation destination, 125–8,

135, 185
“tourist” as derisive, 156
Wharton on, 156

Trachtenberg, Alan, 45, 62, 64, 174
“Traffic in Souls, The” (film), 179
Traherne, Thomas, 110
Travis, Molly Abel, 192
Trumbull, John, 120, 130
trusts, 177
“Tryst, The” (Wharton), 115
Turner, Frederick Jackson, 25, 182
Twain, Mark, 2
Twilight Sleep (Wharton), 164
Tyler, Elisina, 31, 116, 188, 190
Tyler, Royall, 188

Ulysses (Joyce), 33

Valley of Decision, The (Wharton), 11–16
on corruption of civilized Europeans, 25
dilemma of decadent gentry and mass culture

in, 11
dime-western finale of, 16
disillusionment with common people in, 14
mass production and success of, 9
as meditation on America, 11
palace in Dijon compared with Duke Odo

Valsecca, 155
as picture of a social phase, 167
sexuality and anarchy equated in, 12
vacillation and failure in, 15, 17
Wister’s The Virginian compared with, 16

van Rensselaer, Mariana Griswold, 8
Van Vorst, Bessie, 94
Varieties of Religious Experience (James), 100
“Velvet Glove, The” (James), 174
“Verdict, The” (Wharton), 179
Via Crucis: A Romance of the Second Crusade

(Crawford), 93
Villa Béthanie, 117
Virginian, The (Wister), 16

Waid, Candace, 57, 92, 186
Wald, Lillian, 151
Walker, Francis Amasa, 54, 123
Wallace, Mike, 166
Wayne, Frances, 85

Webster, Daniel, 130, 188
Wegener, Frederick, 1, 30, 41
Wendell, Barrett, 42, 56, 122
Wharton, Edith

on architecture, art, and design
on architectural ornament, 172
on Central Park, 184
on Colonial Revival, 172
on landscape architecture, 169
on Newport’s historic buildings, 124
Robbias’ terracottas identified by, 156

characteristics of work of
blood as central signifier in, 3
hand and phallus associated in work of, 66
hybrid force of, 7
immobilized female bodies in early fiction

of, 59, 72
mulatto servants in, 145
weak male characters of, 167

literary career of
biographical approach to criticism of, 187
lament about reviews, 16
as literary aristocrat, 1
literary earnings dropping in 1907, 61
on mechanics of production, 178
publicity photograph of, 9
re-entry into American literary canon, 2
writing habits of, 110
on writing process, 61

literary views of, 30–3
on anarchy in fiction, 5
on arduousness of writing, 182
on democracy as source of literary

creativity, 162
formalism of, 30–3
on the Land of Letters, 27
on local color, 128
on modernism, 31–3
on nineteenth-century narrative forms, 110

personal and family relationships of
and Fullerton, 95–9, 105, 162
and Norton, 74, 177
paternity of, 166

personal characteristics and activities of
hard teachings of experience lacked by, 92,

98
as outsider in America, 26
summer estate of, 112, 119–21, 184, 187
tea given in honor of Roosevelt, 95
wartime charity work of, 115–16

political and social views of
on aboriginal identity, 4–5
on America as floundering monster, 11
on American elites shrinking from

responsibility, 12
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on American origins, 8, 10
conservatism of, 1–7, 30, 35, 113
on democratic pluralism, 92
dilemma of decadent gentry and mass

culture facing, 11
and euthanasia, 76–7
on goodwill and American political naı̈veté,

89
on Hawthorne, 130
on Hitler and Mussolini, 163
on Jamesian pragmatism, 100–1, 105
mass culture resisted by, 3, 4
on mechanical readers, 49
and modern inventions, 172, 174
on the new rich, 42
on the New Woman, 178
on order, 30, 110, 170
on pain and greatness, 92–3
on philanthropy, 150–1, 190
on Progressive-era women, 144, 189
on “pure English,” 5, 27–9
racial views of, 38–40, 41
on Roosevelt, 68
on tourism, 156
on vulgarity as noisier than good breeding,

48
on women’s higher education, 188
on World War I, 6, 113–19, 167, 183

works of
“The Angel at the Grave,” 3
“Beatrice Palmato” fragment, 66, 137, 149,

175
“The Bitter End,” 28
The Book of the Homeless, 116
The Buccaneers, 39
“Bunner Sisters,” 31, 69
The Children, 39
The Decoration of Houses, 32, 166, 172
“Disintegration,” 55
“Documentation in Fiction,” 33
“False Dawn,” 191
Fighting France: From Dunkerque to Belfort,

29, 115, 118, 183, 190
“Friends,” 175
“The Fullness of Life,” 48
The Greater Inclination, 27
“The Happy Isles,” 184
The Hermit and the Wild Woman, 10
“The House of the Dead Hand,” 67, 175
In Morocco, 105, 163, 192
“The Intruders,” 31
Italian Backgrounds, 34, 47, 156, 157, 174
Italian Villas and Their Gardens, 114, 169,

171
“The Last Asset,” 169

“The Life Apart,” 92, 97, 98, 187
“Literature,” 189
The Marne, 183
“Mother Earth,” 186
The Mother’s Recompense, 55, 187
“The Muse’s Tragedy,” 3
“New England,” 130
Old New York, 191
“The Portrait,” 3
“The Pretext,” 10
A Son at the Front, 183
“Subjects and Notes, 1918–1923,” 29
“Terminus,” 98
“The Three Francescas,” 129
“The Tryst,” 115
Twilight Sleep, 164
“The Verdict,” 179
see also Age of Innocence, The; Backward

Glance, A; Custom of the Country, The;
Ethan Frome; French Ways and Their
Meaning; Fruit of the Tree, The; House of
Mirth, The; Motor-Flight Through
France, A; Reef, The; Summer; Valley of
Decision, The; Writing of Fiction, The

White, Barbara A., 175, 187
whiteness, 40
“white slavery” panic, 178
Whitman, Walt, 27, 99
Widener, Harry Elkins, 85
Wiebe, Robert H., 10, 150
Wilde, Oscar, 44
Winthrop, John, 134
Wister, Owen, 16
Wolfe, Cary, 1
Wolfe, Catharine Lorillard, 154
Wolff, Cynthia Griffin, 60, 183
women

American ambivalence about, 8
arresting “wayward girls,” 179
as avoiding childbirth because of the pain, 95
“charity girls,” 191
double standard for, 91
in factory work, 176
German atrocities against, 146
harems, 105
New England, 125, 185
the New Woman, 87, 178
as nurses, 69, 176
segregation of, 105, 123, 144
and the Titanic disaster, 85, 86, 87
Wharton on higher education for, 188
Wharton on Progressive-era, 144, 189
in Wharton’s scheme of corporate control, 69,

176
the “woman adrift,” 86, 88
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women (cont.)
working women, 88, 176
see also prostitution

Woodberry, George Edward, 56
Woodcraft Indians, 19
Woolf, Virginia, 31, 33
World War I

German atrocities, 146
Wharton on, 6, 113–19, 167, 183
Wharton’s philanthropic activities, 115–16

Writing of Fiction, The (Wharton)
epigraph to, 110
on every incident illustrating a general law, 31

on the novel, 29
on originality, 32
on pure anarchy in fiction, 30,

32
on real people in novels, 29
on trivial lives in literature, 31
on writing managing conflict between

individual and society, 180
Wyckoff, Walter, 94

Yeats, William Butler, 116

Zuñi Indians, 20
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