
Index

ad captum vulgi (according to the
understanding of the multitude): 94

adequacy: 57, 75, 239
see knowledge, ideas, understanding

affects: 18, 22–23, 24, 25, 37, 51,
107–108, 137, 138, 223–225,
226

joy: 20, 22, 23, 217, 223–224, 225,
227

and sadness: 22, 24, 33, 217, 224, 225,
226

torn by: 23, 24, 151, 227
Alpakhar: 31, 42, 66
angels: 98–99, 104
Anselm: 48, 58
anthropomorphism: 9, 42, 58, 64, 97, 104,

153, 162
Apostles: 38, 91, 162, 168, 213
appetite: 33, 42, 46, 163, 172, 190–192,

194, 198, 201, 225
aristocracy: 143, 182, 183
Aristotle: 36, 38, 39, 40, 62–68, 69, 164,

239
atheism: 58, 63, 69
attribute: 50–54, 207, 221, 228,

229
infinite: 50, 223
of thought: 50, 52, 54, 108
of extension: 50, 52, 53, 54

authority, authorities:
divine: 13, 103, 157, 164, 196
ecclesial or religious (priests, popes,

rabbis: 8, 67, 89, 129, 152, 153,
154, 158, 211, 212, 229

of the prophets: 123

Balibar, Etienne: 146
Bennett, Jonathan: 54
Bible (Scripture): xv, 7, 13, 17, 30, 36, 46,

57, 69, 75, 158, 226, 229, 231, 236,
238, 240

and the Guide of the Perplexed: 11

and speculation: 36
and the word of God: 5
and mysteries: 8, 36, 38, 77, 81, 89,

153
and nature: 115–118, 128, 129
as ordinary book: 130
as its own standard: xv, 30, 114,

115–116, 117–129
divine nature of: 36
history of: 6, 77, 78, 79, 83, 87–88,

90–93, 94, 95, 116, 118, 119, 121
interpretation of: 30, 38, 65–67, 78,

136, 151, 160, 200
Spinoza’s Bible: 77–135

blessedness (beatitudo): xii, xiii, xvi, 2, 6,
35, 57, 58, 68, 73, 74, 75, 80, 113,
141, 146, 158, 163, 169, 170, 174,
206, 216, 222, 226, 227–233, 234,
235

Blyenbergh, Willem van: 100–106, 134
bodies: 21, 42, 139, 162

external: 23
social bodies: 139, 140, 144, 146, 152,

189, 191, 208–221
the Body: 20, 21, 22, 23, 32, 37, 42, 43,

53, 56, 188, 223, 226
and the mind: see mind

bondage (servitus, unfreedom,
enslavement): xi, 4, 13, 16, 18–20,
22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 31, 35, 42, 58,
68, 69–76, 78, 115, 132, 154, 156,
161, 187, 208, 220, 230, 231, 234,
235, 236, 238

Buber, Martin: 58

Calvin, Calvinism: 31, 149, 217
causa sui (cause of itself): xvi, 1, 3, 6, 23,

55, 57, 59, 60, 61, 67, 69, 74, 76,
93, 136, 206, 226, 235–241

and conatus: 6
and the relation of God and human

beings: 4–5, 14
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cause, causation: 53, 55, 62, 64, 67, 97,
161

accidental: 22, 24
adequate: 21, 145
by another: 4, 238
by itself (or by oneself): 4, 5, 58, 59–60,

238
external cause: 19, 23, 24, 207
final cause: 39, 64
finite cause: 56, 58, 59, 60
first cause: 56, 62, 64
ignorance of: 18, 33
knowledge of: 107
of God: 56, 58, 59–68
secondary cause: 56

ceremony: 6, 216–217, 220, 226
certainty: 21, 78, 84, 95–96, 103, 106

distinction between moral and
mathematical: xiv, xv, 77, 78,
95–96, 108–109, 115, 121, 135,
222, 237

uncertainty (doubt): 22, 106–107, 108,
148, 227

chosenness: xii, 6, 7, 17, 78, 86, 112, 126,
206–207, 215, 221

Christ (Jesus): 111, 113, 125–127, 159,
214

Christianity: 36, 79, 81, 82, 100, 126, 131,
132, 167, 169, 214

Christian ceremonies: 6
church: 2, 38, 89

and Court: 13
and state: 167, 211

common notions: 37, 121
conatus: xvi, 3, 4, 5, 14, 23, 69, 76, 93,

139, 178, 202, 205, 207, 224, 228,
235, 237

contemplation: 36
corporeality: 53, 65
covenant: xv, xvi, 1, 2, 7, 111, 132, 167,

171, 189, 193–221, 238
Ark of the Covenant: 133
Book of the Covenant: 123–124

creation: xvi, 1, 3, 4, 5, 56–68, 238, 240
Curley, Edwin: 99

Darwin, Charles: 103
death: 27, 37, 107
democracy: 1, 6–7, 74, 75, 85, 89, 126,

131, 134, 141–143, 154, 155, 158,
171, 179–188, 189, 194, 196, 198,
200, 204, 209, 211–213, 218–219,
222, 231

and covenant: 7
argument for: 10

as a means to an elitist end: 10
undemocratic: 10

Den Uyl, Douglas: 198–200
dependence: 56, 74, 144–145, 163, 175,

191–192, 198, 215
Descartes: 29, 52, 53, 54, 96, 97, 98, 107,

114
desire: 23, 32, 40, 41, 48, 69, 70, 71, 122,

135, 163, 165, 170, 191, 215, 221,
223, 224–226, 228, 230, 238

blind: 46
determination: 50
dialectic:

of human and divine: 9–10, 58
divine law: see law
“dominion within a dominion” (imperium

in imperio): xi, 3, 55, 152, 155, 158,
162, 218

dualism: 54
duration: 50, 58

ecclesia: 66
election: 6, 152
emanationism: 64
emotion (affectus): 22, 26, 30, 43, 146,

216
enlightenment: xi, xiii, 37, 43, 154, 156,

160, 163, 170, 183, 186, 229, 240
and unenlightened: 28
Enlightenment: 13, 90, 235

esoteric, estotericism: 8, 11, 84, 85, 89,
133, 155, 170, 231

eternal, eternity: xiii, 1, 3, 6, 36, 41, 50,
55, 58, 59, 61, 62–67, 107, 126,
133, 207, 218, 221, 235

Euthyphro problem: 41–42
exclusion: 31
extraordinary: see ordinary

faith: 5, 31, 64, 66, 78, 102, 112, 120,
131, 165, 201, 211, 228, 230–233

and reason: see reason, rational,
rationalism, philosophy

and reading: 66
dogmas of: xiv–xv, 154

the fall: 13, 19, 46
fear: 26, 27, 28, 75, 137–139, 176, 177,

188, 191, 199
see also hope

finite, finitude: 43, 48, 49, 50, 53, 54, 58,
59, 60, 61, 64, 65, 72

Fisher, Samuel: 83
fortune: 20, 22, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 43,

45, 47, 145–146, 162, 207–208
power over: 25
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freedom (libertas humana): xi, xiii, 3, 4, 9,
17, 18–20, 24, 42, 47, 49, 58, 61,
68, 73, 74–76, 90, 101, 136,
144–145, 148, 151, 153–155,
174–188, 197, 206, 209, 220,
232–233, 234, 235, 236, 238, 239,
241

a free man: 27
and causa sui: 4
and determination: xv, 163, 224
and society: 6
free will: 57
of belief and opinion: 173–175, 183–186

Garden of Eden: 38
God: 3, 47

absolutely infinite: 51, 55
as cause: 97
as judge: 104, 157, 204
belief in: 2
creator: 31, 33, 49, 109, 238
Deus sive Natura (God, or Nature): 1, 3,

4, 6, 13, 14, 61, 69, 93, 116, 127,
205

God and freedom: xi
(God as) practice, law, command: xiv
(God as) reason: xiv
the handwriting of: xiv
knowledge (and love) of God: xii, xiii, 3,

4, 16, 31, 40, 72, 96, 97–106, 163,
169, 202, 222

see also knowledge
love of God and neighbor: 133, 220, 240
love of God contra obedience: xv
of the Bible: 41, 69
of the philosophers: 17, 32–49, 69, 77,

229
of wonder: 31
oracles of: 29
perfect: 31, 32, 33, 48, 72, 101, 222
Spinoza’s God: 12, 18, 49–76, 240
to be like God: xi, 202, 224, 238, 239,

240
transcendent God: 9, 13, 31, 41, 42, 58,

229
will of: 47
Word of God: 17, 75, 82, 84, 86–87,

91–93, 94, 103, 105, 106, 120–127,
132–134, 168, 218

gods (anger of ): 30
good and evil: 32, 33, 134, 142–143, 165,

228
see also knowledge

grace: 19
Greek philosophy: 36, 38

Halevi, Yehuda: 10
Hebrew Commonwealth: 6, 7, 149, 167,

169, 194, 202–221
Hebrews (Israelites): 6, 7, 17, 78, 80, 120,

122, 123–127, 142, 167–168,
193–221

Hebrew language: 80
Hegel, G.W.F.: 49, 119
history: xiii, 116, 119–121, 123–124, 127,

133, 140, 193, 198, 199, 200, 201,
202, 207, 216, 218, 226, 236

see also Bible
Hobbes, Thomas: 83, 87, 166, 176–177,

189–201
hope and fear: 20, 22, 24, 25, 27, 43, 47,

66, 69, 138, 210, 216, 218
holy, holiness: 57, 58, 87, 133, 160, 212,

213, 238, 239
human law: see law

Ibn Ezra, Abraham: 81–82
idea(s): 22

adequate: 25, 33–35, 37, 44
confused: 29, 35, 43
inadequate: 23–24, 35, 42, 43–44, 108
order and connection (and order and

connection of things): 23, 52
proportion of inadequate to adequate: 44
true: 33–35, 45, 107–108

idolatry: 58, 211
ignorance: xiii, xvi, 29, 30, 32, 35, 37, 45,

49, 58, 64, 66, 68, 74, 100, 110,
113, 144, 149, 150–151, 183, 225,
230–231, 235

as disempowerment: xiii, 30, 58, 68
imagine, imagination: 30, 33, 39, 42–44,

48, 78, 80, 94, 95–96, 111, 112,
113, 121–128, 136, 148, 169, 203,
224, 232

delusions of: 29, 42
immortality: 99–100
inadequacy: 17, 24, 72, 75, 122, 135, 226,

237, 239
see also knowledge, ideas, understanding

independence: 55, 56, 57, 61, 68, 73, 74,
144, 145, 176, 207, 215, 240

as obedience to oneself: 90, 205
individual(s): 23
infinite, infinity: 49, 52, 59, 61, 64, 65, 139

infinite regress: 64, 162
intellect: 50–54, 73, 85, 103, 104–105,

135, 221, 223
and will: 97–98, 101, 104
divine: 50, 109
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interpretation: xii, xvi, 5, 8, 66–67, 78,
79–135, 218, 231, 235, 236,
241

Israel (the people): 126, 214, 221
Israelites (see Hebrews)

Jewish law (halakhah): 39, 154, 197,
220

Judaism: 36, 82, 126, 133, 214, 217
justice: 164–169, 194
justice and charity: xiii, 114, 148, 153,

167, 168, 210, 229–230
and lawfulness: 8–9, 164, 174
and love of the neighbor: xiv, 89
true practice of, as God’s universal

command and teaching: xii, xiii, 5,
202, 207, 214–215, 216–217,
226

the construction of life according to: xiii
universal commands: xii, 159

Kant, Immanuel: 48, 219, 239
knowledge: 22, 50, 76

adequate: 23, 68
and the affects: 23
and the body: 23
as power: xiii
first kind: 121–128
from random experience: 37
inadequate: 23, 37
lost: 39
obstacles to: 22
of God (and nature): 3–5, 9, 13, 202
of good and evil: 33, 38, 45
of truth and falsity: 38
of union of mind with nature: 14
ordinary or natural (distinct from

prophetic): 95, 106–115, 120, 121,
126, 127

privation of: 35, 47
prophetic: 95, 96–115
provocation to: 30
second kind: 107
third kind: 107, 162, 223
three kinds: 43–44

La Peyrère, Isaac: 83, 87
law: 141–142, 144, 145, 150, 153–155,

161–171, 194, 196, 208–221, 229,
236

and command: xiv
and custom: 78, 91, 153, 154, 207, 211,

216, 217
and democracy: 7
and divine authority: xi

and interpretation: 7, 195, 209, 213
and obedience: 90, 174–175, 227
and rationality: xiv, 172–173
and religion: xii, 157–158, 160, 172,

195
connection between divine and human:

6, 7, 9, 10
covenantal law: 6
divine law: xi, xii, 2, 16, 17, 75, 84, 85,

91, 93, 126, 137, 143, 153–155,
157, 161–171, 174, 189, 193, 194,
196, 202, 204–229, 236

“manmade” (divine and human): 5–6,
161–171, 175, 193, 202, 205,
227

human law: xi, xii, 3, 7, 75, 93, 137,
143, 152, 153–155, 157, 161–171,
172, 174, 194, 196, 202, 204–229,
236

Levites: 211–213
Locke, John: 86
love: 223–233

and hate: 28, 210, 211, 216–217, 224,
232

intellectual love: 224, 231, 240
lust: 25, 28, 45, 153, 183, 218, 220, 228
Luther: 149

Machiavelli, Machiavellian: 134, 141–142,
165, 181

madness, madmen: 19, 22, 29, 30, 32,
103

Maimonides, Moses: 10, 11, 31, 38–42,
45, 63–68, 69, 80, 239

concept of God: 41
Guide of the Perplexed: 11, 38, 40
on Scripture: 94, 95, 99

“Man is God to man (hominem homini
Deum esse):” xi, 17, 25, 68–76, 78,
90, 93, 120, 127, 129, 221,
232–233, 235, 237, 239, 241

Marx, Karl: 152–153
masses: see multitude
melancholy: 45
Meyer, Ludwig: 31, 79, 86
Mind: 22, 30, 43, 44, 107, 111, 117, 122,

125–127, 147–148, 150, 161–171,
226

and the Body: 23–24, 44–45, 52, 54–55,
73, 112, 184, 226–227

and God: 34
as idea of the body: 23, 44, 225
vacillation of: 24, 25, 29, 74

miracles: 2, 38, 57, 63, 66, 109–110, 113,
116, 118, 123, 125, 151
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model (of human nature): 35, 61, 68,
135

modes: 49, 51, 52, 54
motion and rest: 97, 139

monarchy: 142, 143, 165, 179, 180, 182,
183, 209, 211

monism: 49
Montag, Warren: 134
morality, moral law: 3, 66, 72, 92, 129,

131, 135, 156, 160, 164, 172, 194,
220, 226, 227–233

Moses: 80, 95, 111, 123–127, 132–134,
160, 193–221

Mosaic authorship: 81, 82–84
Mosaic law: 65–66, 69, 154, 206,

231
Mosaic polity: 44

multitude (masses, many, vulgar, common
people): 7, 9, 12, 14, 17, 25, 26–30,
31, 42, 43, 67, 75, 85, 92, 102, 104,
136–160, 166, 171, 172–174, 175,
182–183, 196–197, 213, 217, 219,
228, 230–231, 235

and elites: 10, 30, 75, 133, 137,
141–142, 148, 155, 231

mystery: 30, 68, 79, 123, 158, 159, 231
see also Bible

nation, nationality: 2, 6, 7, 126, 141, 148,
153–155, 168, 196, 207–218, 221

nature: 3–4, 32, 33, 42, 93, 127, 128,
178–179, 207, 221

and enslavement: 13, 24
as infinite: 116
as transcendent and immanent: 4
and human and divine law: xv
and politics: 4, 5–6
human nature: 33, 76, 120, 136, 208
knowledge of: 3–5
laws of nature (common order, rule of):

19, 21, 109–110, 113, 161–171,
218–219, 222, 223

natura naturans: 51, 52, 61, 116
natura naturata: 51, 61, 116
natural sciences: 4
part of: 21, 27, 28, 161
power of: 23, 33, 50, 116, 161
state of: 141–142, 144, 179, 189–202
supernatural: 9, 33, 84, 86, 106, 112,

116, 127, 157, 158
teleological view of: 32, 228

see also teleology
necessity: 66, 161, 191, 224
negative theology: 45, 58
Negri, Antonio: 146, 147

novel, novelty, innovation: 26, 29, 30, 31,
78

obedience: xiv, 75, 77, 90, 91, 92, 137,
171–188, 206, 231–232

obedience alone: 114–115, 135, 222,
230

and freedom: 9, 136
and law: see law
and love of God: xv
and/as love of neighbor: 156, 168–169
and philosophy: xvi, 92
and understanding: xv
disobedience: 39, 46
political: 174–175, 194
to God (religious obedience): 2, 7, 89,

112, 168, 174–175, 180, 193, 194,
201, 204

to nature: 3
to oneself: 90, 205
simple obedience: xiv, xv, 92

the ordinary: xii, xiv, 4, 7, 8–9, 13, 14, 15,
18, 29, 70, 71, 72, 74–76, 89–91,
94–95, 112, 125, 130, 131, 133,
156, 158–159, 193, 230, 232–233,
235, 241

extraordinary: xvi, 4, 9, 26, 29, 30, 31,
58, 72, 74–76, 94, 96, 112, 113,
121, 126, 131, 133, 147, 148, 156,
158–159, 232–233

pact (contract): xv, xvi, 6, 125, 132, 143,
144, 164, 189–221

passions: 21, 22, 29, 46, 74, 131, 145,
146–147, 148, 151, 165, 176, 183,
187, 191, 199–200, 223, 230

St. Paul: 38, 164
peace: xii, 1, 3, 153, 170, 206, 207, 215,

230
pedagogy: 14–15
people, peoplehood: 2
perfect, perfection: 32–36, 38, 48, 49, 72,

101–102, 146, 165, 222–223,
224–225

and imperfection: 32, 33, 36, 38, 48,
134

and reality: 35, 48
four perfections (Maimonides): 39,

40
increase and decrease of: 35, 36, 48,

219
of the intellect: 38

philosophers: 17, 28, 37, 42, 55, 62, 66,
75, 85, 114, 119, 134, 148, 151,
159, 169, 185, 220, 227, 231
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philosophy: xiii, xiv, 6, 37, 55, 80, 85, 86,
97–106, 119, 127, 225

and elitism: 10–12
and faith: 114, 229
and obedience: xvi, 92
and theology: 129–135, 136, 231,

237
disputes: 13
opposition to theology: 9, 10, 85
philosophe lector (learned reader): 11,

134
separation from theology: xii, xiii, xv, 10,

77, 78, 93, 115, 129, 135, 156
Plato: 36, 37, 38, 40
politics: 129, 135, 136–160, 200

and the Bible: 8, 131
and despotism (tyranny): xvii, 9, 13, 17,

28, 29, 67, 144, 151, 156, 173,
181–182, 186, 203, 205, 206–207,
218–219

contrast with the universal: xiv
and nature: see nature
and religion: xi, xii, 7–8, 143–160, 200,

202, 215, 218–221
and human law: xii, xiv
see also law, democracy, multitude, pact,

power
the poor: 21
Popkin, Richard: 84–87
poverty: 21, 42, 209–210
power: 3, 4, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 27, 28,

70, 144, 163, 205
absolute (infinite): 46, 59
and disempowerment: 4, 5, 7, 13, 17,

20, 24, 28, 35, 46, 68, 75, 153, 183,
227, 228

and natural right: 176–180, 203
and reason: 47
and sociality: 189–202
augmentation and diminution: 23, 28,

35, 36, 45, 158, 226, 228
empower: 22
lack of (impotence): 21, 22, 27, 28, 31,

32, 42, 43, 44, 45, 226
of God: 5, 16, 52–53, 97, 116
of nature: see nature
of a people: 141, 143, 166
of reason: 27, 45, 71, 73
overpowered: 21, 23, 25
sources of: 24
to act: 3, 20, 23, 24, 36, 45
to choose: 25
transfer of (power, right): 143, 189,

193–214
practice: xiii

Preus, J. Samuel: 85
Prime (first) Mover: 62, 64–65
prophecy: xii, 8, 44, 67, 78, 82, 93–115,

118, 119–128, 189, 204, 237
as a form of natural knowledge: 5

prophet, prophets: xii, xiv, 16, 17, 36, 40,
44, 66, 78, 91, 93–115, 118,
119–128, 158, 164, 180

providence: 33, 63, 80, 122, 162, 228

rabbis (of the Talmud): 31, 79, 80,
240

reality: 34, 35, 37, 48, 53, 54, 195,
196

see also perfection
reason, rational, rationalism: xii, 3, 13, 22,

28, 43, 46, 55, 70, 77, 80, 92, 113,
118, 119, 137, 141, 151, 177, 185

and the universal: 1
and delusion: 29
connection to religion and democracy: 1
and the divine law: xi
and faith: xiv, 1, 5, 12, 67, 113–114,

236–237
and fortune: 25
and Scripture: 65–67, 110
and society: 144, 165, 166, 172–173,

183, 189, 198–221
critique of: 127
limitation of: 24
live according to (guidance of ): 46, 47,

68, 71, 73, 75, 93, 137–138, 146,
163, 165, 166, 190–192, 215,
232

the natural light of reason: xii, xiii,
99–106, 108, 113, 115, 119, 126,
135, 156, 159, 189, 214

obstacles to: 28
occlusion of: 22
power of: see power
practical reason: 131
reason alone: xiv, xv, 77–85, 115, 127,

146, 235
and revelation: xiii, 1–3, 111, 135, 221,

234
recollection: 37
Reformation: 149
religion: xi, 26, 129–135, 175, 189, 196,

200, 201, 204, 222, 235
and the opposition between faith and

reason: xiv–xvi
and law: see law
and/as divine law: xi
and/as human law: xi, 17
and politics: see politics
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and power: 89–91
connection to democracy and reason: 1
critique of: xiv, 10, 133, 155, 234
false religion: xii, 16, 69, 155–160,

206
freed from superstition: 38
freedom of: 90
like science: 38
of reason: 157–158
true religion: xii, 8, 16, 63, 69, 74, 76,

87, 148, 152, 155–160, 168,
206

revelation: xii, xiii, xvi, xvii, 4, 5, 6, 8–9,
12, 13, 67, 77, 86, 92, 93–115, 119,
121, 127, 132, 135, 136–137, 171,
175, 179, 189, 193, 195, 207, 214,
226, 228, 235, 236–241

as concession to masses: 11
Spinoza’s revelation: 1–3, 9, 10, 12
two kinds of: 17, 111, 112, 125

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques: 147, 192
ruach (breath, spirit): 122–123, 133
rules of living: 13

sacred: 5, 78, 84–93, 117, 118,
129

books: 7, 78
sadness: 20, 22

and joy: see joy
salvation: xiii, 58, 72, 105

and blessedness: 135, 227–233, 234,
235

and obedience: xiv, 91, 92
as both rational and faithful: 13, 114

Scripture: see Bible
security: 6, 75, 141, 142, 155, 207–212,

215
sin: 38, 46, 194, 222
singular thing: 19, 28, 30, 37, 44, 50, 51,

52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 61, 93, 126, 162,
202, 215, 223, 232

thoughts: 52, 108
singularity: 49, 55, 121, 130

slavery: 196–197, 206, 219, 220
Socrates: 37, 39, 40, 41
solidarity: 18
sovereign, sovereignty: xii, xv, 6, 136, 141,

142–143, 147–148, 155, 166–167,
170, 171–172, 173, 176, 178–188,
190, 191, 194–221, 234

and equality: xvi
and nature: 19
human and divine: xv
of the good: 41
of text and mind: xvi

and the relationship of philosophy and
theology (reason and revelation):
xii, 13, 78, 115, 135, 136

the state: 4, 21, 140–160, 171–173, 185,
187–188, 189, 191, 193, 195, 206,
211, 212, 216

Strauss, Leo: 10–12, 82, 157
substance: 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 58, 59, 61,

221, 222, 223, 226
supernatural: see nature
superstition: 9, 16, 17, 20–32, 38, 43,

60–61, 74, 75, 76, 84, 113,
137–139, 142, 143, 144, 147–153,
175, 187, 225, 230

synagogue: 2

Tacitus: 139
teleology: 57, 164, 169
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