Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-83063-8 - Domesticity and Dissent in the Seventeenth Century: English
Women Writers and the Public Sphere

Katharine Gillespie

Frontmatter

More information

DOMESTICITY AND DISSENT IN THE
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

In Domesticity and Dissent Katharine Gillespie examines writings by
seventeenth-century English Puritan women who fought for religious
freedom. Seeking the right to preach and prophesy, women such
as Katherine Childley, Anna Trapnel, Elizabeth Poole, and Anne
Wentworth envisioned the modern political principles of tolera-
tion, the separation of church from state, privacy, and individualism.
Gillespie argues that their sermons, prophecies, and petitions illustrate
the fact that these liberal theories did not originate only with such well-
known male thinkers as John Locke and Thomas Hobbes. Rather, they
emerged also from a group of determined female religious dissenters
who used the Bible to reassess traditional definitions of womanhood,
public speech, and religious and political authority. Gillespie takes the
“pamphlet literatures” of the seventeenth century as important sub-
jects for analysis, and her book contributes to the growing scholarship
on the revolutionary writings that emerged during the volatile years
of the mid-seventeenth-century civil war in England.

KATHARINE GILLESPIE is assistant professor of English and
American literature at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. She has
published articles in Genders, Bunyan Studies, Tulsa Studies in Women s
Literature, and Symbiosis.
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Do not you enact any law against any Saints exercising the gifts of

the spirit that are given to them in Preaching or prophesying because

the Lord hath promised in the latter dayes to power out his spirit

more abundantly upon all flesh, & your sons and your daughters shall
prophesie

Mary Cary, A Word in Season To the Kingdom of England

(1647), p- 15
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