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sive and authoritative overview of American literary modernism from 1890 to
1939. These original essays by twelve distinguished scholars of international
reputation offer critical accounts of the major genres, literary culture, and
social contexts that define the current state of modern American literature and
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der, and the impact of music and visual arts on literary modernism, as well
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ogy of key events and publication dates, covering the first half of the twentieth
century in the United States, and an up-to-date bibliography of further reading
organized by chapter topics.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


THE CAMBRIDGE

COMPANION TO

AMERICAN
MODERNISM

EDITED BY

WALTER KALAIDJIAN
Emory University

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 2ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521829953

C© Cambridge University Press 2005

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2005

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

isbn-13 978-0-521-82995-3 hardback
isbn-10 0-521-82995-x hardback

isbn-13 978-0-521-53680-6 paperback
isbn-10 0-521-53680-4 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for
external or third-party internet websites referred to in this book, and does not guarantee that

any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS

List of illustrations page vii
List of contributors ix
Chronology xii

Introduction 1
walter kalaidjian

1 Nationalism and the modern American canon 12
mark morrisson

Part I Genre

2 Modern American fiction 39
rita barnard

3 Modern American poetry 68
cary nelson

4 Modern American drama 102
stephen watt

Part II Culture

5 American modernism and the New Negro Renaissance 129
mark a. sanders

6 Jazz and American modernism 157
jed rasula

v

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


contents

7 Visual culture 177
michael north

8 The avant-garde phase of American modernism 195
marjorie perloff

Part III Society

9 Gender and sexuality 221
janet lyon

10 Regionalism in American modernism 242
john n. duvall

11 Social representations within American modernism 261
paula rabinowitz

12 Modern American literary criticism 284
douglas mao

Further reading 308
Index 320

vi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ILLUSTRATIONS

3.1 Agnes Ernst Meyer and Marius de Zayas, “Mental
Reactions,” 291 no. 2 (April 1915). page 74

3.2 Illustration for Langston Hughes’s “Christ in Alabama,”
Contempo (December 1931). 90

8.1 Marcel Duchamp, Nude Descending a Staircase, no. 2, oil
on canvas. 58 × 35′′. Philadelphia Museum of Art: The
Louise and Walter Arensberg Collection. 198

8.2 Alfred Stieglitz, The Steerage, 1907. Photogravure, 12 5/8 ×
10 1/8”. Alfred Stieglitz Archive, Collection of American
Literature, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library,
Yale University, New Haven, CT. 2004 The Georgia
O’Keeffe Foundation / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New
York. 202

8.3 Francis Picabia, Portrait d’une jeune fille américaine, 291,
no. 5–6 (July–August 1915). Philadelphia Museum of Art:
The Louise and Walter Arensberg Collection Archives. 205

8.4 Francis Picabia, Ici c’est ici Stieglitz: Foi et Amour, cover
illustration, 291, no. 5–6 (July–August 1915). Philadelphia
Museum of Art: The Louise and Walter Arensberg
Collection Archives. 206

8.5 Man Ray, Homme (Man), 1915. Gelatin silver print, 19
15/16 × 15 1/8′′. Jedermann Collection, New York. 2004
Man Ray Trust / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York /
ADAGP, Paris. 208

8.6 Marcel Duchamp, Fountain, 1917. Photograph by Alfred
Stieglitz from The Blind Man, no. 2 (New York, May 1917),

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


list of illustrations

4. Philadelphia Museum of Art: The Louise and Walter
Arensberg Collection Archives. 210

11.1 Walker Evans, 1936, movie poster, vicinity of Moundsville,
Alabama. FSA-OWI Photograph Collection, Library of
Congress. 268

11.2 Walker Evans, 1936, Fireplace and wall detail in bedroom of
Floyd Burroughs’ cabin, FSA-OWI Photograph Collection,
Library of Congress. 268

11.3 Esther Bubley, 1943, Washington, DC. Girls
window-shopping. FSA-OWI Photograph Collection,
Library of Congress. 276

11.4 Esther Bubley, Washington, DC. A radio is company for this
girl in her boarding house room. FSA-OWI Photograph
Collection, Library of Congress. 276

11.5 Esther Bubley 1943, Washington, DC. Girl sitting alone in
the Sea Grill, a bar and restaurant, waiting for a pickup.
FSA-OWI Photograph Collection, Library of Congress. 277

Citation Acknowledgement

“Flight to the City,” “The Red Wheelbarrow” and “The Right of Way”
by William Carlos Williams, are taken from Collected Poems: 1909–1939,
Volume I, 1938, New Directions Publishing Corporation. Reprinted by per-
mission of New Directions Publishing Corporation. C©

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

rita barnard is Associate Professor of English and Director of the Com-
parative Literature Program at the University of Pennsylvania. She is the
author of The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance (1995) and
Beyond Apartheid: South African Writers and the Politics of Place (forth-
coming). She is currently completing a collection of essays on American
modernism and mass-mediated culture.

john duvall is Professor of English and Editor of MFS Modern Fiction
Studies at Purdue University. He is author of The Identifying Fictions of
Toni Morrison: Modernist Authenticity and Postmodern Blackness (2000)
and Faulkner’s Marginal Couple: Invisible, Outlaw, and Unspeakable Com-
munities (1990), as well as the editor of Productive Postmodernism: Con-
suming Histories and Cultural Studies (2002) and the co-editor of Faulkner
and Postmodernism (2002).

walter kalaidjian is Professor of English and Director of English
Graduate Studies at Emory University. He is the author of Understand-
ing Literature (2004), American Culture Between the Wars: Revisionary
Modernism and Postmodern Critique (1994), Languages of Liberation: The
Social Text in Contemporary American Poetry (1989), and Understand-
ing Theodore Roethke (1988). His forthcoming book is titled The Edge
of Modernism: American Poetry and the Traumatic Past.

janet lyon is Associate Professor of English at Penn State University
where she teaches literature and gender/sexuality studies. She is the author of
Manifestoes: Provocations of the Modern (1999); she is completing a book
manuscript titled The Perfect Hostess: Salons and Modernity.

douglas mao is Associate Professor of English at Cornell University.
He is the author of Solid Objects: Modernism and The Test of Production
(1998), a former president of the Modernist Studies Association, and a mem-
ber of the editorial board at Textual Practice.

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


list of contributors

mark morrisson is Associate Professor of English at Penn State Uni-
versity. He is the author of The Public Face of Modernism: Little Magazines,
Audience, and Reception, 1905–1920 (2001) and was a co-founder and exec-
utive board member of the Modernist Studies Association. He is completing
a book that examines the confluence of early particle physics, occultism, and
literature during the modernist period.

cary nelson is Jubilee Professor of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His twenty-four books include
Revolutionary Memory: Recovering The Poetry Of The American Left
(2001), Anthology Of Modern American Poetry (2000), and Repression And
Recovery: Modern American Poetry And The Politics Of Cultural Memory
(1989).

michael north is Professor of English at the University of California,
Los Angeles. His most recent books include the Norton Critical Edition of
T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land (2001), Reading 1922: A Return to the Scene
of the Modern (1999), and The Dialect of Modernism: Race, Language, and
Twentieth-Century Literature (1994).

marjorie perloff is Sadie D. Patek Professor Emerita in the Human-
ities at Stanford University and is currently Scholar-in-Residence at the
University of Southern California. Her most recent books are The Vienna
Paradox (2004), Differentials: Poetry, Poetics, Pedagogy (2004), and 21st
Century Modernism (2002).

paula rabinowitz is Professor of English at the University of Min-
nesota and an affiliated member of American Studies, Feminist Studies and
Critical Studies in Discourse and Society. Her book publications include
Black and White and Noir: America’s Pulp Modernism (2002), They Must
Be Represented: The Politics of Documentary (1994), Labor and Desire:
Women’s Revolutionary Fiction in Depression America (1991), and the
edited collection Writing Red: An Anthology of American Women Writers,
1930–1940 (1987).

jed rasula is Helen S. Lanier Distinguished Professor of English at the
University of Georgia. His most recent books are Syncopations: The Stress
of Innovation in Recent American Poetry (2004), This Compost: Ecologi-
cal Imperatives in American Poetry (2002), and The American Poetry Wax
Museum: Reality Effects, 1940–1990 (1996). He is a contributing author
to Blackening Europe (2003) and to The Cambridge Companion to Jazz
(2002); jazz is central to a book in progress titled Phantom Sensations: The
Pathic Receptacles of Modernism.

x

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


list of contributors

mark a. sanders is Associate Professor of African American Studies
and English at Emory University. He is the author of Afro-Modernist Aes-
thetics and the Poetry of Sterling A. Brown (1999) and the editor of A Son’s
Return: Selected Essays of Sterling A. Brown (1996).

stephen watt is Professor of English and Chair of the Department of
English at Indiana University-Bloomington. His most recent books include
the anthology The Cultural Politics of Ian Fleming and 007, edited with
Edward Comentale and Skip Willman (2004), and What We Did Last
Winter: Essays on Campus Activism and Disciplinary Change, co-authored
with Cary Nelson (2004). He is working on a book-length study tentatively
entitled Beckett’s Ghost.

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CHRONOLOGY

1890 Battle of Wounded Knee
Jane Addams founds Hull House
Sarah Orne Jewett, Tales of New England

1891 First international copyright law
Thomas Edison patents the “kinetoscope”
Ambrose Bierce, In the Midst of Life
Mary E. Wilkins Freeman, A New England Nun and Other
Stories

1892 Homestead (Pennsylvania) steelworkers’ strike
Death of Whitman (b. 1819)
Joel Chandler Harris, Uncle Remus and his Friends
William Dean Howells, The Quality of Mercy

1893 Financial panic of 1893
World’s Columbian Exhibition opens in Chicago
Muckraking journal McClure’s Magazine founded
Paul Laurence Dunbar, Oak and Ivy
Stephen Crane, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets
Henry James, The Real Thing and Other Tales

1894 Coxey’s Army of the unemployed marches on Washington
George Washington Cable, John March, Southerner
Kate Chopin, Bayou Folk
Samuel Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain), The Tragedy of
Pudd’nhead Wilson and the Comedy of Those Extraordinary Twins

1895 Invention of the motion picture
Stephen Crane, The Red Badge of Courage, The Black Riders and
Other Lines
Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Violets and Other Tales

xii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


chronology

1896 Klondike Gold Rush begins
Supreme Court defines “separate but equal doctrine” in Plessy v.
Ferguson
Abraham Cahan, Yekl
Paul Laurence Dunbar, Lyrics of Lowly Life
Sarah Orne Jewett, The Country of the Pointed Firs

1897 Edwin Arlington Robinson, Children of the Night
William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience
Kate Chopin, A Night in Acadie

1898 Spanish-American War
Stephen Crane, The Open Boat and Other Stories
Henry James, The Turn of the Screw

1899 US intervenes in China’s Boxer Rebellion
Charles W. Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman
Kate Chopin, The Awakening
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
Frank Norris, McTeague

1900 Founding of International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union
Pauline Elizabeth Hopkins, Contending Forces: A Romance
Illustrative of Negro Life North and South
Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie

1901 President William McKinley is shot by Leon Czolgoz and
dies on September 14; he is succeeded by Theodore
Roosevelt
Founding of United Textile Workers of America
Charles W. Chesnutt, The Marrow of Tradition
Frank Norris, The Octopus
Booker T. Washington, Up from Slavery

1902 United Mine Workers Strike
Charles Alexander Eastman, Indian Boyhood
Ellen Glasgow, The Battle-Ground
Henry James, The Wings of the Dove

1903 Wilbur and Orville Wright achieve first sustained heavier-than-air
machine flight on December 17
W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk
Henry James, The Ambassadors
Jack London, The Call of the Wild
Gertrude Stein, The Making of Americans

xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


chronology

1904 National Child Labor Committee formed
Charles Alexander Eastman, Red Hunters and the Animal
People
Henry James, The Golden Bowl
Jack London, The Sea-Wolf

1905 Industrial Workers of the World union organized in Chicago
W. E. B. Du Bois initiates the “Niagra Movement”
Willa Cather, The Troll Garden
Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth

1906 San Francisco earthquake
Atlanta race riots
Congress passes the Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and
Drug Act
Upton Sinclair, The Jungle

1907 Financial Panic of 1907
Presidential restriction of Japanese immigration
Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams
Henry James, The American Scene
Edith Wharton, The Fruit of the Tree

1908 Henry Ford produces first Model T Ford
Mary E. Wilkins Freeman, The Shoulders of Atlas
Jack London, The Iron Heel

1909 W. E. B. Du Bois founds National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP)
W. C. Handy composes “Memphis Blues”
Gertrude Stein, Three Lives
William Carlos Williams, Poems

1910 Mann Act (“White Slave Traffic Act”) prohibits the transportation
of women across state lines for “immoral purposes”
Great Migration of Southern African-Americans to urban
North begins
William Dean Howells, My Mark Twain
Ezra Pound, The Spirit of Romance

1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Company factory fire
Supreme Court dissolves Standard Oil Company for restraint
of trade
Theodore Dreiser, Jennie Gerhardt
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Man-Made World
Edith Wharton, Ethan Frome

xiv

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


chronology

1912 Titanic collides with an iceberg and sinks on its maiden voyage
Founding of Poetry magazine
Mary Antin, The Promised Land
Willa Cather, Alexander’s Bridge
Sui-Sin Far (Edith Maude Eaton), Mrs. Spring Fragrance
James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
Edith Wharton, The Reef

1913 The New York Armory Show
Willa Cather, O Pioneers!
Robert Frost, A Boy’s Will
Ellen Glasgow, Virginia
Edith Wharton, The Custom of the Country

1914 Archduke Francis Ferdinand is assassinated in Sarajevo triggering
World War I
Panama Canal completed
Ludlow Massacre at the Colorado Fuel and Iron Corporation
Carl Sandburg, Chicago
Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons

1915 German submarine sinks the ocean liner Lusitania
Willa Cather, The Song of the Lark
Albert Einstein, General Theory of Relativity
T. S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
Robert Frost, North of Boston
D. W. Griffith films The Birth of a Nation

1916 Congress enacts Workman’s Compensation
John Dewey, Democracy and Education
Hilda Doolittle, Sea Garden
Ring Lardner, You Know Me Al
Amy Lowell, Men, Women, and Ghosts
Carl Sandburg, Chicago Poems
Mark Twain, The Mysterious Stranger

1917 Russian Revolution
United States enters into World War I
Pulitzer Prize established
T. S. Eliot, Prufrock and Other Observations
Edna St. Vincent Millay, Renascence and Other Poems
Ezra Pound, The Cantos
Edith Wharton, Summer

xv

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052182995X - The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism
Edited by Walter Kalaidjian
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052182995X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


chronology

1918 Influenza epidemic
Willa Cather, My Ántonia
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