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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

This commentary presents full analyses on passages, key terms, and major motifs
in the Gospel of John. One might say that the “big picture” is more important
here than exacting detail. Readers will be invited into the Gospel by noting its
typical literary patterns (chiasms, topic statements and development, patterns
of double-meaning words), rhetorical commonplaces, and discourse (e.g., “the
‘noble’ shepherd”; forensic trials: accusations, defense, verdict, and sentence).
In particular, this commentary brings readers into the cultural world of the
Gospel by presenting materials such as honor and shame, challenge and riposte,
gossip, secrecy, and sectarian character of the group. This is a very accessible
reading of John.

Jerome H. Neyrey, S.J., is currently Professor of New Testament at the University
of Notre Dame. Among his most recent books are Paul: In Other Words, a Cultural
Reading of His Letters (1990); 2 Peter, Judein the Anchor Bible Commentary series
(1993); Portraits of Paul: An Archeology of Ancient Personality (1996, with Bruce
Malina); Honor and Shame in the Gospel of Matthew (1998); and Render to God:
New Testament Understandings of the Divine (2004).
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he translation of the Bible used in this book is the New Revised Standard

Version. All texts and translations of Greek and Roman authors come from
the Loeb Classical Library, with one exception. George A. Kennedy’s rendering
of Aristotle’s Rhetoric is used because of its clear understanding of epideictic
rhetoric and its sensitivity to technical rhetorical terms. Abbreviations of jour-
nals and serials are taken from the style sheet of the Journal of Biblical Literature.
For the convenience of readers, a list of abbreviations follows. Moreover, abbre-
viations of Greek and Roman writings are drawn from the list by the same
journal.

Four texts of the rules for an encomium are used here: Aelius Theon (James
Butts, The “Progymnasmata” of Theon: A New Text with Translation and Com-
mentary [unpublished dissertation from Clarement Graduate School, 1987]),
Apthonius of Ephesus (trans. Ray Nadeau, Speech Monographs 19 [1952], 264—
85); Hermogenes of Tarsus (trans. C. S. Baldwin, Medieval Rhetoric and Poetic
[New York: Macmillan, 19281, 23—38), and Menander Rhetor (trans. D. A. Russell
and N. G. Wilson, Menander Rhetor [Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981 ]).
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[New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1955])
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BAR Biblical Archaeology Review
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A Word about Citations

1l volumes in the New Cambridge Bible Commentary include footnotes,

with full bibliographical citations included in the note when a source text is
first mentioned in each chapter. Subsequent citations include the author’s initial
or initials, full last name, abbreviated title for the work, and date of publication.
Most readers prefer this citation system to endnotes, which require searching
through pages at the back of the book.

The Suggested Reading lists, also included in all NCBC volumes after the
introductions, are not a part of this citation apparatus. Annotated and organized
by publication type, the self-contained Suggested Reading lists are intended to
introduce and briefly review some of the most well-known and helpful literature
on the biblical text under discussion.
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