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In James Joyce, Sexuality and Social Purity, Katherine Mullin offers a
richly detailed account of Joyce’s lifelong battle against censorship.
Through prodigious archival research, Mullin shows Joyce respond-
ing to Edwardian ideologies of social purity by accentuating the ‘con-
tentious’ or ‘offensive’ elements in his work. The censorious ambitions
of the social purity movement, Mullin claims, feed directly into Joyce’s
writing. Paradoxically, his art becomes dependent on the very forces
that seek to constrain and neutralise its revolutionary force. Acutely
conscious of the dangers censorship presented to publication, Joyce re-
venged himself by energetically ridiculing purity campaigns through-
out his fiction. Ulysses, A Portrait and Dubliners each meticulously
subvert purity discourse, as Joyce pastiches both the vice crusaders
themselves and the imperilled ‘young persons’ they sought to protect.
This important and highly original book will change the way Joyce is
read and offers crucial insights into the sexual politics of Modernism.

KATHERINE MULLIN is Lecturer in Twentieth-Century Literature
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I'suppose we'll be damn well suppressed if we print the text as it stands.
BUT it is damn wellworth it. I see no reason why the nations should
sit in darkness merely because Anthony Comstock was horrified at
the sight of his grandparents in copulation and there after ran wode
in a loin cloth.

Ezra Pound (Letters of James Joyce, vol. 1t: 414)
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