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Since the beginning of the twentieth century the
relationship between Judaism and Christianity has
changed dramatically and is one of the few pieces of
encouraging news that can be reported today about
the encounter between religions. The rapprochement
inrelations and the development of anewway of think-
ing were pioneered by a small number of scholars and
religious leaders in the first half of the century. How-
ever, it was the impact of the Holocaust, the creation
of the State of Israel, the development of the ecu-
menical movement and the work of the Second Vat-
ican Council (1962-5) which in combination made the
changes more widespread. As a result, Christianity, so
long an instigator of violence against Jews, rediscov-
ered a respect and admiration for Judaism, and the
once close relationship, which had become a distant
memory, has been to a large extent restored. For Jews,
the traditional view that they were on their own and
that Christianity was an enemy has been replaced by
arealisation that partnership with Christianity is pos-
sible and that both faiths share a Messianic vision of
God’s kingdom on earth.

At the same time as gaining a new appreciation
of Judaism, Christianity during this period acknowl-
edged its contribution to antisemitism and the detri-
mental impact of the legacy of the Adversus Judaeos
(anti-Jewish) literature. It no longer holds that Jew-
ish interpretation of scripture was false or has been
replaced by Christian interpretation. This is illustrated
by the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, which
now states: ‘The Jewish reading of the Bible is a pos-
sible one, in continuity with the Jewish Sacred Scrip-
tures . . . a reading analogous to the Christian read-
ing which developed in parallel fashion.” (The Jew-
ish People and their Sacred Scriptures in the Christian
Bible, 2002). The Churches are also aware of the need
to learn about developments in post-biblical Judaism,
as demonstrated by the World Lutheran Federation’s
assertion that ‘Christians also need to learn of the rich
and varied history of Judaism since New Testament
times, and of the Jewish people as a diverse, living com-

Editors’ preface

munity of faith today. Such an encounter with living
and faithful Judaism can be profoundly enrich-
ing for Christian self-understanding’ (Guidelines for
Lutheran—Jewish Relations, 1998). Consequently, there
is today wide recognition within Christianity that the
formation of Christian identity is dependent upon a
right relationship with Judaism. Every bishop is now
commended to ‘promote among Christians an atti-
tude of respect towards their “elder brothers” so as
to combat the risk of anti-semitism, and . . . should
be vigilant that sacred ministers receive an adequate
formation regarding the Jewish religion and its rela-
tion to Christianity’ (Congregation for Roman Catholic
Bishops, Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops,
2004).

For their part, many Jews initially responded with
distrust to the modern changes in Christian teaching
about Judaism; others engaged in dialogue with Chris-
tians for defensive reasons, in order to tackle prejudice
and antisemitism. There were, of course, individual
Jewish figures who promoted a positive view of Chris-
tianity, such as Martin Buber who reminded Jews that
Jesus was a fellow Jew, their ‘elder brother’. Butin recent
years there have been stirrings of anew and much more
widespread interest in Christianity among Jews, illus-
trated by the publication in 2000 of Dabru Emet (‘Speak
Truth’), a cross-denominational Jewish statement on
relations with Christianity which asserts, for example,
that Jews and Christians seek authority from the same
book — the Bible (what Jews call “Tanakh” and Chris-
tians call the “Old Testament”)’. The eight-paragraph
statement demonstrates awareness of a common pur-
pose with Christianity. Furthermore, the impact of the
papal visit to Israel, also in 2000, made an indelible
mark on the Jewish psyche.

Of course, there continue to be divisions and quar-
rels over, for example, attitudes towards the State of
Israel and its relationship with the Palestinians as well
as with its other Arab neighbours. Evidence of increas-
ing antisemitism, particularly in Europe and the Mid-
dle East, has also led to a corresponding increase in

Xiii
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Editors’ preface

Jewish sensitivity to criticism, particularly Christian
criticism. In addition, the consequences of 9/11 and
the upsurge of violence in the Middle East are caus-
ing a strain on relations. Nevertheless, it seems clear
that in the mainstream of both traditions many of the
principal divisive issues have been either eliminated or
taken to the furthest point at which agreement is pos-
sible. The efforts of Catholics and Protestants towards
respect for Judaism project attitudes that would have
been unthinkable a few decades ago. Christian theol-
ogy has been profoundly revised at the official level:
all Churches are now committed to the fight against
antisemitism, and the vast majority are actively com-
mitted to teaching about the Jewishness of Jesus, and
the problem of mission to Jews has been significantly
reduced.

Yet it is not only questions of faith that have pro-
vided the basis for relations between Judaism and
Christianity. Jews and Christians do not exist only in
religious communities — they also live in the world.
The Jewish—Christian encounter has influenced and
been influenced by the evolution of civilisation and
culture, both for good and for ill. Take, for example,
the record of the German Mennonite community. As
Melanie Wright has shown, although core elements
of Anabaptist theology — radical Church-state sepa-
ration and pacifism — should (if one assumes that
having the right theology leads to right action) have
prevented them from participating in Nazism, Ger-
man Mennonites abandoned their heritage in order
to support Hitler. To understand this one needs to
turn not to theology, but to the socio-political realm.
Many of the Church’s members were returnees from
the Soviet Union and consequently, in the context
of the new ethnic politics, keen to prove their iden-
tity as true Germans. They believed that failure to
do so would have had negative consequences for the
Church.!

The Dictionary of Jewish—Christian Relations is the
first work comprehensively to address not only the
theological, but also the philosophical, historical,
sociological and political dimensions of the ongoing
encounter between Judaism and Christianity. Surpris-
ing as it may seem, while the history of that encounter
stretches over two millennia, it represents a relatively

Wright, M. J., The Nature and Significance of Relations
between the Historic Peace Churches and Jews during and
after the Shoabh, in Porter, S., and Pearson, B. W. R. (eds),
Christian—Jewish Relations through the Centuries (Sheffield,
Sheffield Academic Press, 2000), 410-12.

Xiv

new subject of study. Although the distinctiveness,
even uniqueness, of the relationship between the two
faiths has long been noted by Jews and Christians
alike, there has until now been no single work that
explores and defines the many factors that go to make
up this relationship. The dramatic developments of
the last half-century have led to a greater degree of
mutual respect, as witnessed in the widespread use
of such familial terms as ‘elder and younger broth-
ers. Yet these terms remain vague and undefined.
They illustrate the fact that the uniqueness of the
relationship is far easier to proclaim than to define,
let alone explain. The contributors to this Diction-
ary, drawn from a wide range of disciplines, back-
grounds and countries, are therefore involved in a
ground-breaking endeavour. In uncovering the ele-
ments of thelongand continuingrelationship between
Judaism and Christianity, we hope that the Dictionary
will contribute significantly to the definition of, and
will act as a focus for, a new field of study.

That field is by its very nature interdisciplinary, and
akeyfeature of the Dictionaryis thatit not only focuses
on subjects — whether historical, theological, political
or cultural — within the Jewish—Christian encounter
itself, but also reflects broader historical, theologi-
cal, political or cultural subjects through the prism of
that encounter. Thus, it includes not only the sort of
entries the reader might expect to see in a work of
this kind - baptism, Hebrew Bible, New Testament,
Messiah, Holocaust — but also entries on such top-
ics as architecture, abortion, the Ottoman Empire,
Russian literature, music. Just as ‘Holocaust studies’
is accepted today as a field within which people use
tools and insights from a range of different disci-
plines, so Jewish—Christian relations both involves and
impacts upon many other fields of study. The entries
in the Dictionaryinclude inter alia events, institutions,
movements, people, places, publications and theology,
and the extensive network of cross-references between
them itself serves to dramatise — and, we hope, tempt
the reader to explore - the variety and interconnect-
edness of the subject’s many aspects. For example, it
should no longer be possible for a student of English
literature to claim an understanding of The Merchant
of Venicewithoutunderstanding the perception of Jews
and Judaism in sixteenth-century England, or for a
biblical scholar to address the development of Chris-
tian scriptural interpretation without an examination
of Jewish interpretations of scripture. Nor is it possi-
ble for a historian to study modern history without
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taking into consideration the impact of the Holocaust
or the creation of the State of Israel. The Dictionarywill
therefore be of interest not only to Christians and Jews,
but also to all those who are interested in the contribu-
tion to, and continuing influence upon, contemporary
society of the encounter between the two traditions.

At the same time, however, the Dictionary deliber-
ately avoids offering either a Jewish approach to the
relationship or a Christian one; nor, while it neces-
sarily deals with the subject, is its principal focus on
dialogue between the two religions — dialogue is a sub-
section of Jewish—Christianrelations butnotits equiva-
lent. In other words, the guiding criterion for the choice
of entries has not been their significance to the under-
standing of Judaism or Christianity (or even both);
rather, it has been their significance to the encounter
between Judaism and Christianity. No doubt, as with
anywork of this kind, there are other subjects we might
have included, as well as differences in emphasis and
approach between related subjects, but every entry
aims to describe and evaluate the importance of its
subject to the encounter, and that importance is the
touchstone against which both its inclusion and its
treatment have been rigorously tested.

In providing a broader basis for a discourse about
Judaism and Christianity than has ever been achieved
before, the Dictionary will, we hope, not only help
establish boundaries for the field of study, but will
also provide a valuable insight into the relationship
between the two traditions. The significant growth of
Holocaust studies, as well as growing Christian recog-
nition of Christianity’s contribution to antisemitism
and the Holocaust, has burdened the study of Jewish—
Christian relations with emotion and apologetic. The
same burden has increased the general ignorance
among adherents of both religions of the historical
and theological roots of the contemporary Jewish—

Editors’ preface

Christian encounter. The Dictionary seeks to lay bare
those roots, as well as to trace their outgrowth in
the encounter itself. It is based on the latest schol-
arly thinking and does not attempt to flatter or to veil
unpleasant truths, for only accurate descriptions of
the Jewish—-Christian encounter can provide a basis
for positive relations in the future. It is to be hoped
that the Dictionary will contribute both to the self-
professed need within Christianity to develop a closer
and more understanding relationship with Judaism
and to the need within Judaism to update its own tradi-
tions and make more widely known its teachings about
Christianity.

Finally, the transformation of Jewish-Christian
relations has significance for the wider interfaith
encounter. The contemporary encounter intends not
to abolish differences but to develop a partnership —for
Jews a hevruta and for Christians a common mission —
to tackle one of the great challenges of the twenty-first
century: the encounter between all faiths. The chal-
lenge takes place daily not only in the seminary or the
place of worship, but also in the classrooms of the pri-
mary, secondary and tertiary sectors as well as in popu-
lar culture and in the workings of intercommunal and
international relations. The establishment of Jewish—
Christian relations as a field of study will not lead to
consensus or uniformity, nor will it tell us all we want
or need to know about the relations between the two
traditions. However, a better understanding of the rela-
tionship will lead to the realisation that, while Judaism
and Christianity are separate, they are also profoundly
connected. The Dictionary of Jewish—-Christian Rela-
tions and its bringing together of Jewish and Chris-
tian scholars from around the world is one more sign
that a new relationship has begun. If this can happen
between Judaism and Christianity it can surely happen
in the encounter with other religions as well.
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A Dictionary of Jewish—Christian Relations is an A to
Z companion to 2,000 years of encounter between
Judaism and Christianity. From Aaron to Zionism,
it consists of entries on theological, historical and
cultural topics — including events, institutions, move-
ments, people, places, publications and theology —
contributed by more than a hundred scholars world-
wide.

selection and treatment of every entry has been rig-
orously tested against the criterion of its significance
to the Jewish—Christian encounter. However, while we
have tried to ensure that the length of each entry corre-
sponds broadly to the importance to the encounter of
the subject of that entry, the very interconnectedness
of the entries has led us to remain flexible in our judge-
mentoftheinternal balance. There canbeno doubting,
for example, the epoch-makingsignificance of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council in the history of Jewish-Christian
relations. However, the Vatican II entry is connected
at so many points to the subjects of other individual
entries that we have sought to avoid undue repetition
by allowing cross-references to do some of its work for
it. Much the same applies, for example, to the entry
on Germany, where there would have been little point
rehearsing the significance to the encounter of Hitler,
Nazism and the Holocaust, all of which form the sub-
ject of individual entries and are thus cross-referred to
from the Germany entry.

Indeed, it is an index of the interconnectedness of
the field of Jewish-Christian relations itself that every
entry in the Dictionary includes cross-references to
other entries. Such cross-references are printed in bold
in the text. As with any book of this kind, there is a fine
editorial line to be walked between, on the one hand,
providing helpful routes of access for the reader from
eachentrytothebodyoftheworkasawholeand, onthe
other, giving the impression that the truth always lies
elsewhere. We hope we have trodden that line as sure-
footedly as possible. We have aimed to include cross-
references only where they may provide readers with

xxviii
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additional information to inform their understanding
of the subjectin hand. We have not, for example, cross-
referenced every mention of God or the Bible, even
thoughboth are the subject ofindividual entries. Again,
wherever possible without artificiality we have tried to
ensure that cross-references fall within the body of the
text of an entry and that they take the same form as
the heading of the entry to which they cross-refer. In
some cases, however, we have included ‘See alsos’ at
the end of an entry for such other entries as the reader
may find it particularly helpful to read in conjunction
with that entry. We have also permitted some inexact
cross-references where it would have been artificial
to do otherwise and where following up the inexact
cross-reference will anyway take the reader to the same
point in the book as would an exact cross-reference:
for example, eschatological to eschatology, or Phar-
isaism to Pharisees. We have included what seem
to us a minimum of cross-reference headings (e.g.
Christian Zionists see Zionists, Christian; Election
see Chosen People), and an even smaller minimum
of cross-references to cross-reference headings. Again,
the watchword has been the avoidance of artificiality:
the cross-references are there to enhance the reader’s
understanding of the subject, not as an exercise in spu-
rious editorial standardisation. The mode we and the
contributors have tried to achieve in each entry is per-
haps best characterised as resonant economy, and the
cross-referencing is intended as an important part of
the resonance.

The Dictionary includes numerous biographical
entries, for people as various as Church Fathers and
musicians, artists and popes, rabbis and medieval
kings. In selecting whom to include we have again
been guided by the relationship of the parts to the
whole. We have not, for example, included entries fora
wide range of modern scholars whose work has had an
impacton Jewish—Christian relations, since there exists
anoverarchingentryon modern scholarship in Jewish—
Christian relations which deals thematically with the
work of many of these scholars. Similarly, we have not
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included entries for composers or writers whose rele-
vance is already educed in the entry on music or the
various entries on national literatures, unless the work
of that composer or writer is of sufficient significance
to the encounter to warrant a dedicated entry: Bach,
Wagner, Shakespeare and Bialik are examples of indi-
viduals who escape the gravitational pull of their
generic entries to secure an individual place in the sun.
Since it would have been artificial to include cross-
reference headings for all those people who are men-
tioned in other entries but do not have a dedicated
entry, we have provided an index of people to enable
the reader to find all references to individuals wher-
ever they may fall in the book; where the individual
in question has a dedicated entry the page reference
for that entry is given in bold in the index. Again,
within the limits of artificiality, life and/or regnant
dates are given in the text after the first mention of
any people not themselves the subject of individual
entries.

It is an important part of the intention of the Dic-
tionary to act as a springboard for further explo-
ration of the field of Jewish-Christian relations, and
a detailed bibliography is crucial to that purpose.
Here too we had a choice to make. Many dictio-

The structure ofthe book

naries of this kind sensibly include short bibliogra-
phies at the end of individual entries. In the present
dictionary, however, we have again taken into account
the interconnectedness of the subject and, rather than
court a prohibitive degree of repetition between bib-
liographical entries, we have included a single bibli-
ography at the end of the whole work, subdivided by
the broader theological and historical categories into
which the individual entries fall. No bibliography of
this kind can be comprehensive, but we hope that it
will serve both to support references in the entries and
as a helpful source of further reading.

A Dictionary of Jewish-Christian Relations embod-
ies the latest scholarly thinking in the field of Jewish—
Christian relations and in the many other disciplines
on which it draws. We and the contributors have been
at pains to ensure, however, that it remains accessible
notonlytoscholars, butalso to anyoneinterested in the
historical and continuing encounter between Judaism
and Christianity. We hope the decisions we have made
about the structure of the book will have gone some
way towards achieving that aim, but we would always
be interested to hear suggestions from readers as to
how its accessibility might be enhanced in future
editions.
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