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David Levy’s Guide to Observing and

Discovering Comets

David Levy has held a lifelong passion for comets, and is one of the
most successful comet discoverers in history. In this book he
describes the observing techniques that have been developed over
the years – from visual observations and searching, to photography,
to electronic charge-coupled devices (CCDs). He combines a history
of comet hunting with accounts of the latest techniques, showing
how our understanding of comets has evolved over time. The book is
suitable as a practical handbook for amateur astronomers, from
those who are casually interested in comets and how to observe
them, to those whowant to begin and expand an observing program
of their own. David Levy draws widely from his own experiences of a
lifetime of observing comets, describing how enthusiastic amateurs
can observe comets and try tomake new discoveries themselves.

David Levy has discovered 21 comets, eight of them using his own
backyard telescopes. In collaboration with Eugene and Carolyn
Shoemaker, he discovered Shoemaker–Levy 9, the comet that
collidedwith Jupiter in 1994, producing one of themost spectacular
explosions ever witnessed in the solar system. He is a contributing
editor for Sky &Telescopemagazine, Science Editor for Parade
magazine, and is the author or editor of twenty-nine books. He won
an Emmy in 1998 as part of the writing team for the Discovery
Channel documentary, ThreeMinutes to Impact. He is currently
involved with the Shoemaker–Levy Double Cometograph comet
search program, based at the Jarnac Observatory in Arizona.
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ToWendee, mywife, I love you –

and to our grandchildren
Summer andMatthew
May your comets always be bright
and beautiful
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