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The study of specialized craft production has a long tradition in arch-
aeological research. Through analyses of material remains and the
contexts of their production and use, archaeologists can examine
the organization of craft production and the economic and political
status of craft producers. This new study combines archaeological and
historical evidence from the author’s twenty years of fieldwork at the
imperial capital of Vijayanagara to explore the role and significance of
craft production in the cities’ political economy of the fourteenth to
the seventeenth century. By examining a diverse range of crafts from
poetry to pottery, Sinopoli evaluates models of craft production and
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general and Vijayanagara in particular. It is the most broad-ranging
study of craft production in South Asia, or in any other early state
empire.

carla m. sinopoli is Professor in the Department of Anthropol-
ogy at theUniversity ofMichigan andCurator of Asian Archaeology in
the Museum of Anthropology at the University of Michigan. She is the
author of Pots and Palaces: The Earthenware Ceramics of theNoblemen’s
Quarter of Vijayanagara (1993),Approaches to Archaeological Ceramics
(1991) and co-editor ofEmpires: Comparative Perspectives fromArchae-
ology and History (2001).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521826136 - The Political Economy of Craft Production: Crafting Empire in South India, c. 1350-1650
Carla M. Sinopoli
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521826136
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The Political Economy of Craft
Production

Crafting Empire in South India, c. 1350–1650

carla m. sinopoli
University of Michigan

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521826136 - The Political Economy of Craft Production: Crafting Empire in South India, c. 1350-1650
Carla M. Sinopoli
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521826136
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


published by the press syndicate of the university of cambridge

The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

cambridge university press

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge, CB2 2RU, UK

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011–4211, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

C© Carla M. Sinopoli, 2003

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2003

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

Typeface Minion 10.5/14pt. System LATEX2ε [tb]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Sinopoli, Carla M.

The political economy of craft production: crafting empire in South India, c. 1350–1650 /

Carla M. Sinopoli.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0 521 82613 6
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