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PREFACE

This Cambridge Companion aims to serve as an introduction and
guide to what has come to be known as “early modern philosophy”’—
roughly, philosophy spanning the period between the end of the
sixteenth century and the end of the eighteenth century, or, in terms
of figures, Montaigne through Kant. Its intended audience includes
both students of philosophy and those with a general interest in the
period who wish to know more about how philosophy relates to
contemporary developments in science, religion, and politics. At the
same time, it is hoped that the chapters are framed in such a way
that even specialists will be offered a fresh look at the philosophical
thought of early modern Europe.

Many people have contributed to the production of this Compan-
ion. Besides the individual authors, to whom I owe a special debt,
I would like to thank several anonymous reviewers for the Press,
who provided useful suggestions about the contents of the volume.
In early work on it, I was aided by Matthew Kisner; valuable assist-
ance was provided later by Kristen Irwin, who also collaborated on
the short biographies that are included as an appendix. Helpful
advice was offered along the way by Richard Arneson, David Brink,
Daniel Garber, Steven Nadler, and Alison Simmons. Throughout
the editorial process, Hilary Gaskin has been a source of encourage-
ment and good counsel, for which I am grateful.

My greatest thanks are reserved, as always, for Madeleine
Picciotto, who created space, time, and other conditions for the
possibility of this book.
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